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'  v 

Peter 

Dear  Sir, 

,  .>  * 

SOME  time  ago  I  gave  you  the 
trouble  of  looking  over  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fheets  in  manufcript,  with 
which  you  faid  you  was  much 
pleafed. 

The  approbation  of  lo  good  a 
judge  has  emboldned  me  to  print 
them,  and  I  do  not  know  a  more 
proper  perfon  to  whom  to  addrels 
them. 

The  rank  you-  have  long  and  de- 
fervedly  borne  in  the  profeflion,  and 
the  chara&er  you  have  always  main¬ 
tained  in  it  as  an  honed  man,  as  a 
judicious  and  fair  pra&itioner,  give 
you  a  juft  claim  to  the  regard  of  all 
its  members. 


i 


By 

4> 


iv  DEDICATION. 

By  this  addrefs  I  mean  to  exprefs 
my  fenfe  of  your  merit,  and  my 
eftimation  of  your  friend  (hip  ;  but 
left  what  I  intend  as  a  civility 
fhould  become  offenftve,  I  will  not 
add  any  thing  which  tho*  ftri<ftly 
true  might  have  the  appearance  of 
Battery,  nor  make  a  needlefs  recital 
of  thofe  good  Qualities  which  you 
are  fo  well  known  to  poflefs. 

I  heartily  wiftt  you  continuance 
of  health,  and  am, 


Dear  Sir, 


Your  moji  obedient  Servant , 


Watling-Street, 
z  Feb.  4762. 


Fercivall  Pott. 


^*7*  H  E  following  traff  as  the  title 
exprejfes ,  is  defigned  as  a  f imple¬ 
ment  to  one publijhed  a  few  years -ago ; 
one  of  the  obje&ions  to  which  was,  that 
it  was  defeEHve  in  matter  ;  and  ought 
to  have  compreheitded  the  faife  hernice) 
they  being  as  real  difeafes ,  and  re- 
quiring  Chirurgical  ajfijlance  as  much 
as  the  true . 

This  deficiency  1  have  now  endea¬ 
voured  to  fupply  in  the  befi  manner  I 
atn  able. 

When  1  began  to  put  thefe  papers 
in  order ,  I  did  not  think  they  would 
have  run  to  fuch  a  length ;  and  when 
they  were  finifhed ,  I  did  not  know  how 
to  fioorten  them  without  rendering  them 
lefs  explicit . 


I  am 


(  Vi  ) 

1  am  perfeSlly  fenfble  that  fome 
parts  of  them  will  appear  prolix  and 
diffufe ,  and  that  fuch  manner  of  wri¬ 
ting  is  in  general  very  juflly  objeEled 
to,  but  yet  cannot  help  thinking  that 
fome  times  it  may  be  excufable,  or  even 
necejfary. 

When  application  is  trade  to  the 
judgment  merely ,  and  information  is 
intended  to  be  conveyed  to  maty  people 
of  different  capacities ,  it  may  becotne 
necejfary  to  fet  the  fame  objeSl  in  fe  - 
veral  different  lights ,  and  to  repeat 
the  fame  thoughts  many  times  in  diffe¬ 
rent  words  :  to  thofe  who  have  not  been 
much  converfant  with  the  thing  treated 
of,  a  fudied  brevity  would  become  a 
perplexing  obfcurity  ;  however  fat  if  - 
fed  fuch  readers  might  be  with  the 
file  of  the  writer ,  they  would  not  be 
made  Juffciently  acquainted  with  the 
fubjeEl ;  they  might  be  pleafed,  but 
they  would  not  be  informed . 


/ 


(  vii  ) 

I (hould  indeed  be  very  forry  to  have 
conveyed  my  meaning  in  fuch  manner 
as  to  difguft  the  judicious ,  but  as  my 
principal  intention  was  to  injlruEl  the 
unknowing ,  my  chief  aim  has  been  per- 
fpicuity  :  if  the  learned  and  critical 
are  not  difpleajed  I  Jhall  be  glad ,  if 
the  ignorant  gain  any  knowledge  1  Jhall 
he  much  more  fo  :  the  charaEler  of  an 
elegant  writer  1  make  no  pretenfoji 
to,  that  of  a  jkilfid  furgeon  and  of  a 
man  who  has  done  fome  good  in  the 
way  of  his  profeffion,  I  Jhould  be  ex- 
treamly  glad  to  deferve . 
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PRACTICAL  REMARKS 


ON  THE 

HYDROCELE,  &c. 


SECT.  I. 

TH  E  various  difeafes  comprehen¬ 
ded  under  the  general  term  Her¬ 
nia,  have  by  furgeons  been  di¬ 
vided  into  two  clafTes  ;  one  of  which  they 
have  diftinguifhed  by  the  epithet  of  true, 
the  other  of  falfe  or  fpurious. 

Under  the  fail  they  range  all  thofe  tu¬ 
mors  which  are  produced  either  by  the 
defcent,  or  protrufion  of  fome  of  thofe 
parts  which  fhould  naturally  be  contained 
within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen;  but 
which  by  being  difplaeea  from  their  pro¬ 
per  fituation  form  fwellings  in  the  groin, 
fcrotum,  belly,  thigh,  navel,  &c. 
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By  the  fecond  they  mean  all  difeafes  of 
the  tefticles,  their  coats  and  vefTels ;  whe¬ 
ther  proceeding  from  the  induration  and 
inlargement,  or  other  affedtion  of  the  parts 
themfelves,  or  from  the  lodgment,  or  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  extravafated  fluid  within 
them. 

So  that  what  are  called  true  herniae,  are 
difeafes  occafioned  by  the  removal  of  cer¬ 
tain  parts  from  their  natural  fituation, 
within  one  of  the  cavities  of  the  body ; 
and  thole  termed  falfe,  are  original  difor- 
ders  of  the  parts  themfelves  in  which  they 
are  feated. 

A  part  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  or  of  the 
omentum,  ftomach,  uterus,  or  bladder,  afe 
what  moft  frequently  make  the  contents  of 
the  former  a  varicous  diftention  of  the 
fpermatic  veflels,  extravafated  blood  or  wa¬ 
ter  within  the  membranes  of  the  tefticle, 
or  of  the  fpermatic  chord,  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  inlargement,  and  a  fchirrous  or  can¬ 
cerous  ft  ate  of  the  teftis  itfelf,  conftitute  the 
latter. 

The  true  Hernias  receive  their  diftin- 
guilhing  appellations  either  from  the  parti¬ 
cular  part  of  the  body  in  which  the  tumor 
makes  its  appearance,  or  from  what  is 
contained  within  it,  and  are  therefore 

.called 
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called  inguinal,  fcrotal,  umbilical  and  ven¬ 
tral  ;  or  inteftinal,  and  omental  ruptures. 

The  fpurious  derive  their  names  either 
from  their  fuppofed  contents,  as  the  pneu¬ 
matocele*  haematocele,  and  hydrocele ;  or 
from  the  alteration  made  by  the  difeafe  in 
the  natural  ftrudture  of  the  parts  concerned, 
as  the  varicocele,  circocele,  and  farcocele  •, 
to  which  fome  have  added  that  inflamma¬ 
tory  defluxion  of  the  tefticle,  commonly 
called  hernia  humoral  is. 

The  pneumatocele  or  wind-rupture,  is  a 
miftake,  there  is  no  tumor  of  this  kind, 
and  in  this  fltuation,  in  a  living  fubjedt;  it 
is  indeed  particularly  defended  by  many 
writers  both  antient  and  modern,  and  faid 
to  be  a  difeafe  to  which  infants  are  ve-y 
liable  but  the  complaint  fo  deferibed,  and 
which  nurfes  and  ignorant  people  frill  call 
a  wind-rupture,  is  not  what  they  take  it 
for,  neither  is  it  produced  by  wind  :  it  is 
either  a  true  inteftinal  hernia,  or  a  fpecies 
of  hydrocele,  which  will  be  taken  notice  of 
hereafter. 

The  varicocele,  which  is  an  inlargement 
and  diftention  of  the  blood  veflels  of  the 
ferotum,  is  very  feldom  an  original  difeafe 
independent  of  any  other ;  and  when  it  is, 
is  hardly  an  objedt  of  furgery, 

B  2 


The 


4  Practical  Remarks'  on 


The  circocele,  or  varicous  hate  of  the 
fpermatic  vein,  tho’  it  is  really  a  difeafe, 
and  fometimes  very  troublefome  to  thofe 
afflifted  with  it,  yet  is  feldom  capable  of 
much  relief  beyond  that  of  a  fufpenfory 
bandage. 


SECT.  II. 


Of  the  Hydrocele  in  general. 


r  1HE  term  hydrocele,  if  ufed  in  a  li~ 


1  teral  fen  fe,  means  any  tumor  pro¬ 
duced  by  water ;  but  burgeons  have  always 
confined  it  to  thofe  which  polfefs  either 
the  membranes  of  the  fcrotum,  or  the 
coats  of  the  tefticle  and  its  veffels. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  viz.  That  which  has 
its  feat  in  the  membranes  of  the  fcrotum,. 
is  common  to  the  whole  bag,  and  to  all 
the  cellular  fubftanee  which  loofely  enve¬ 
lopes  both  the  teftes ;  it  is  ftridtly  fpeaking5 
only  a  fymptom  of  a  difeafe,  in  which  the 
whole  habit  is  more  or  lefs  concerned,  and 
very  feldom  affects  this  part  only. 

The  latter,  or  thofe  which  occupy  the 
coats  which  immediately  inveft  the  tefticle, 
and  its  veil  els,  are  abfolutely  local,  very  fel¬ 
dom  affeft  the  common  membrane  of  the 


fcrotum. 
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fcrotum,'  generally  attack  one  fide  only, 
and  are  frequently  found  in  perfons  who 
are  free  from  all  other  complaint. 

Notwithflanding  the  obvious  and  mate¬ 
rial  difference  between  the  two  kinds  of 
difeafe,  they  have  by  the  majority  of  writers 
been  confounded  together,  and  confidered 
as  fpringing  from  the  fame  fource,  and  re¬ 
quiring  the  fame  kind  of  treatment  tho’ 
one  is  plainly  and  evidently  a  fymptom  or 
attendant  only  of  a  general  diforder,  and 
the  other  is  flriCtly  and  abfolutely  local. 

This  one  fundamental  error  has  been  the 

.  2  ■■ 

occafion  of  many  others.  The  fuppofition 
that  all  collections  of  water  found  in  the 
membranes,  or  coats  of  the  fcrotum  and 
tefticles,  are  of  the  fame  general  kind,  has 
produced  an  infinite  variety  of  wild  con¬ 
jectures  concerning  the  particular  and  im¬ 
mediate  nature,  and  origin  of  them. 

By  fome  they  have  been  attributed  to  an 
indifpofition  of  the  liver,  kidneys,  and 
fpleen ;  by  others  to  a  natural  connection 
between  the  emulgent  and  fpermatic  vef- 

fels,  and  therefore  faid  to  be  always  found 
on  one  fide. 

By  many  the  fluid  has  been  thought  to 
be  of  the  urinary  kind,  or  at  leaft  that  it 
ought  to  have  paffed  thro’  the  kidney,  but 

B  3  miftaking 
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miftaking  its  way,  gets  into  the  membranes 
of  the  fcrotum a  and  tefticles ;  while  others 
have  affirmed  that  all  complaints  of  this 
kind  are  really  fymptoms  of  a  dropfical 

habit,  b  that  the  water  originally  comes 

from 

1  Supervenit  quandoque  ex  caufa  aliqua  externa  et  m ani¬ 
le  fl  a  ut  i£tu,  cafu,  & c.  crebro  vero  ex  latente  et  non  mani- 
fella ;  qu^  ab  externa  caufa  acceffit,  aut  dextrum  aut  ii- 
niftrum  renem  indifferenter  affiigit  ;  a  latente  vero  et  non 
manifella  caufa  onginem  ducens  npnquain  alium  quam 
finiftrum.  Schenkius, 

Rene  hoc  male  affe£lq  nec  officio  fuo  probe  fungente  uri- 
nae  pars  quam  emulgens  haec  ad  fe  pertraxit,  cum  ad  veli- 
cam  per  male  affe&um  renem  non  poteft  defcendgre  per  fe- 
minalem  in  Erythroideam  dejabitur,  hoc  modo  hydrocelen 
ingenerans.  Hinc  apparet  et  abunde  manifeftum  ell  quam- 
obrem  hydrocele  haud  ab  externa  fed  a  latente  originem 
ducens,  non  nifi  in  fmiilram  metnbranam  incidat  et  hujus 
teftem  affiigat.  Schenkius. 

Hernia  aquofa  fi  a  caufa  interna  et  latente  originem  du¬ 
ck,  utplurimum  liniftram  partem  fcroti  occupat,  ferofufque 
ille  humor  in  membrana  teliem  involvente  erythroiden  di<fta 
colligitur,  idque  lit  praecipue  rene  fmiftro  male  affedo,  qua- 
propter  ferofos  humores  non  attrahens  et  ad  veficam  non 
mittens  per  venam  feminariam  quae  in  ilto  latere  ex  emuF 
gente  proceditin  membranam  erythroiden  delabitur. 

Fab.  Hildan  us, 

Ne  ferolus  humor  qui  a  rene  attrahi  non  poteft,  in  abdo- 
mine  retineatur,  Hildanus, 

Si  hernia  fiat  ex  humoribus  venientibus  a  renibus  ad  teftk 
culum,  cognofcitur  ta<ftu.  Lancfranc. 

h  Colligitur  liquor  in  hypochondriis  qui  facile  de¬ 
scend  it  Fab.  ab  Aquapend. 

Aliquando  defcendit  aqu£  illuc  ficut  defcendit  in  hydro- 
picis.  Lancfranc^ 
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from  the  cavity  of  the  belly,  and  *'  either 
palfes  thro’  the  peritoneum,  or  extends  that 
membrane  down  into  the  fcrotum. 

Many  cautions  have  been  given  againft 
attempting  the  cure  of  one  lpecies  of  the 
difeafe  haftily,  or  without  a  previous  courfe 
of  medicine,- upon  fuppofition  that  the  de¬ 
fluxion  is  of  a  noxious  kind,  and  by  falling 
on  this  part  frees  the  conftitution  c  from  fe- 
veral  other  dil'eafes.  It  has  been  defcribed 
3$  frequently  d  producing  a  corrupted,  or 
otherwife  difeafed  tefticle ;  as  being  nearly 

allied  in  nature  to  thofe  tumours  which  are 

« 

called  encyfted,  whofe  tunics  are  formed 

B  4  out 

*  See  CheiTelden’s  Anatomy. 

c  Saepe  ego  vidi  multos  per  hernias  liberatos  effe  a  gravl- 
bus  afFectibus,  ab  empyemate,  hydrope  pulmonis,  &c.  unde 
fi  penitus  fanetur  poterit  mpltos  morbos  poftea  inferre. 

Fallopius. 

d  Teftis  autem  fubftantia  ab  acrimonia  humoris  fucceftu 
temporis  corrumpitur.  Schenkius. 

Sciendum  eft  quod  in  hernia  ilia  in  qua  continetur  aqua 
in  vagina  teftis,  et  quas  aliquantifper  fit  diuturna  corruptus 
eft  teftis.  Fallopius, 

Ubi  paulo  diutius  humor  ifte  intus  relinquitur  metuen- 
dum  eft  ne  tefticulus  fenfim  cum  eodem  corrumpatur,  vel 
occalefcat,  atque  ita  fchirrum  vel  farcocelen,  vel  oancrum 
tandem  fentiat.  Heifter. 

Ne  fcilicet  colleclum  in  fcroto  ferum  per  acredinem  pau- 
latim  contra&am  partes  internas  et  cum  primis  tefticulum 
corrumpat  et  mxam  magis  periculofam  efficiet.  Heifter. 

Notandum  vero  aquam  in  fcroto  non  effe  diu  relinquen- 
damnea  mora  teftis  corrumpatur,  vel  una  cum  aqua  adve- 
mat  hernia  cariiofa  etcaro  concrefcat.  Fab,  ab  Aquapend. 
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out  of  the  common  membrane  by  mere 
preffure ;  and  as  being  generally  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  true  hernia,  or  a  delcent  of  a 
portion  of  inteftine  or  omentum,  which 
fuppofed  circumftance  has  been  urged  as  a 
reafon  for  not  attempting  a  radical  cure ' . 

The  fame  wanton  liberty  has  been  taken 
in  affigning  different  feats  to  thefe  difor- 
ders,  as  in  accounting  for  their  origin : 
every  part  which  invelts  or  accompanies 
the  fpermatic  veflels  or  tefticles,  not  only 
the  tunica  communis  of  the  procefs,  and 

:  '  the 

i  .  * 

e  The  truth  of  all  thefe  aftertions  might  be  proved  by 
many  quotations  from  authors  who  have  long  been  deemed 
great  authorities,  from  Fabritius  ab  Aquapendente,  Fallo¬ 
pius,  Gulielmus  e  Saliceto,  Lancfranc,  Theodoric,  Brunus, 
Guido  de  Cauliaco,  Fabritius  Hildanus,  Schenckius,  Peter 
Lowe,  Serjeant  Wifeman,  Dr,  Turner,  Mr.  Chefielden,  and 
others;  but  as  their  books  are  in  every  body’s  hands  cita¬ 
tions  areneedlefs. 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Cheflelden  on  this  fubjedt  is  indeed 
io  lingular,  and  fo  contrary  to  truth  and  nature,  that  I  lhall 
take  the  liberty  to  repeat  his  words,  left  his  great,  and  in 
general  deferved  character,  ihould  miftead  the  unwary. 

In  the  very  laft  edition  of  his  anatomy,  p.  264.  he  fays, 
—  “The  true  hernia  aquofa  is  from  the  abdomen,  which 
either  extends  the  peritoneum  into  the  fcrotum,  or  breaks 
it,  and  then  forms  a  new  membrane,  which  thickens  as  it 
extends,  as  in  aneurifms  and  atheromatous  tumors  :  the 
dropfy  in  the  cyft,  for  fuch  it  properly  is,  rarely  admits 
of  more  than  a  palliative  cure  by  pundfure  or  tapping, 
like  the  dropfy  of  the  abdomen  ;  and  this  with  feme  diffi¬ 
culty,  becaufe  the  omentum  generally,  and  feme  times  the 
gut  defeends  with  it.”  , 
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the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  (the  real 
feats  of  one  or  other  of  thefe  difeafes)  have 
been  enumerated,  butfeveral  imaginary  ones 
have  been  added  firm  hard  membranes 
have  been  fplit  into  lamella,  and  cyfts  and 
coats  have  been  devifed  which  never  had 
any  real  existence. 

Inconfequence  of  thefe  firange  ill  founded 
opinions  of  the  nature,  origin,  and  feats  of 
thefe  difeafes,  as  firange  and  abiurd  me¬ 
thods  of  cure  have  been  propofed  and  prac- 
tifed. 

Strong  purges  and  powerfully  diuretic 
medicines,  have  been  prefcribed  to  carry  off 
the  water  from  the  general  habit,  in  cafes 
where  the  difeafe  has  been  perfectly  local. 

Adtual  cauteries  ufed,  and  ligatures  and 
jncifions  made  on  the  groin  and  fpermatic 
procefs,  to  hinder  the  future  defcent  of 
water  from  the  belly A  Injections  of  aftrin- 

V  . 

gent 

f  Et  cum  totam  evacuaveris  aquam,  cauteriza  locum 
quem  aperuilH ;  et  fac  duo  cauteria  punttualia  in  inguine, 
ex  utraque  partem  unum  fupra  didymum  ;  quod  fi  non  cau¬ 
terizes  aqua  iterum  redit.  Sed  cauteria  redire  materiam 
iterum  non  permittunt.  Lancfranc. 

Et  iterum  redit  nil!  cauterizetur  poll  perforationem.Brunus. 

• — — In  apertione  duplex  ell  intentio,  fcilicet  aperire  et  pro- 
hibere  ne  aqua  rurlus  defcejidat.  Aquapendent. 

~ — Avicennas  utitur  ferramentis  candentibus  in  regione  in- 
guinis  ut  corrugatur  pars,  ne  aqua  polTet  defcendere.  Aquapen . 

Sin  an  tern  in  rene  vitium  non  fuerit,  et  delluxum  plane 
impediie  volueris^  inciiionem  fiiperiori  parte  leroti  props 

inguina 
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gent  liquors,  and  of  ardent  fpirits  thrown 
in  with  a  view  to  doling  broken  lympha¬ 
tics.  Tedious  and  painful  operations  have 
been  praCtifed  for  the  eradication  of  ima¬ 
ginary  cyfts.  Directions  given  to  evacuate 
the  water  at  different  times,  left  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  ftrength  fhould  fail,  or  his  health 
fuffer  from  its  being  done  too  fuddenly. 
And  the  tefticles  being  fuppofed  to  be  moft 
frequently  fpoiled  by  long  laying  in  the 
water,  caftration  has  often  been  performed, 
even  in  the  Ample  hydrocele  s. 

All  this  while  both  writers  and  practi¬ 
tioners  lazily  and  fervilely  copying  each 
other,  the  marks  or  fymptoms  by  which 

the 

inguina  fieri  expedit ;  quandoquidem  duplex  chirurgo  eft 
fcopus  prior  evacuare  ferofum  humorem,  pofterior  prohibere 
ne  de  novo  aqua  in  fcrotum  defluat.  Hildanus* 

Et  quia  tota  aqua  in  tunica  ilia  (nempe  vaginali)  conti- 
nebatur,  ita  ut  tefticulus  ei  innataret,  ne  in  pofterum  denuo 
defcenderet  aqua  acu  incurvato  ac  file  reduplicato,  univer- 
iam  banc  tunicam  (praeter  vafa  feminalia)  apprehend!  et 
mediocriter  conftrinxi  atque  ligavi.  Hildanus 

s  I  wifh  I  could  fay  that  this  obfervation  related  to  paft 
times  only,  but  am  afraid  that  inftances  in  our  own  are  not 
wanting,  where  the  tefticle  being  fuppofed  to  be  difeafed2 
tho’  really  not  fo,  has  been  unneceflarily  taken  away. 

See  Gouch’s  Cafes. 

Indeed  in  this  and  many  other  parts  of  furgery  it  is  of  in¬ 
finite  importance  for  an  operator  to  be  perfe&ly  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  natural  figure,  complexion,  &c.  of  the 
parts  in  a  living  fubjeft,  left  he  unneceflarily  cut  off  thofe 
which  are  found,  or  leave  what  ought  to  be  removed  by 
being  difeafed. 
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the  feveral  different  diforders  palling  under 
the  fame  general  appellation  might  be  dif- 
tinguifhed,  not  being  clearly  laid  down, 
neither  the  nature,  precife  lituation,  nor 
-  moft  proper  method  of  attempting  the  re¬ 
lief  of  any  of  them,  was  rightly  underdood 
by  the  majority  of  thofe  who  mud  daily  be 
called  to  the  care  of  them. 

Dr.  Monro  the  father,  who  is  profeffor 
of  anatomy  at  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Sharp,  late  furgeon  to  Guy’s  Hofpital,  are 
the  fird,  and  aimod  the  only  writers,  who 
have  fenfibly  and  rationally  explained  the 
true  theory  and  nature  of  thefe  difeafes ;  to 
them  the  profeffion  is  greatly  obliged,  as 
they  have  thrown  much  light  on  this  fub- 
jed,  and  aflided  their  readers  in  obtaining 
more  true  and  jud  ideas  than  any  other 
authors  whatever. 

SECT.  III. 

SOME  degree  of  knowledge  of  the 
drudure,  difpofition,  and  connedi- 
ons  of  the  parts  concerned,  is  abfolutely 
neceffary  toward  the  right  underdanding 
of  the  true  nature  of  any  difeafe  •,  and  an 
anatomical  defcription  of  fuch  parts  ought 
always  to  be  prefixed  to  every  account  of 

one : 


\ 
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one  :  this  I  lhall  endeavour  to  give  in  as 
fuccindt  a  manner  as  I  can,  intending  only 
to  furnifh  the  reader  with  fuch  a  general 
idea,  as  may  ferve  to  account  for  the  mod: 
frequent  fymptoms  and  appearances  of  the 
diforders  in  queftion,  and  elucidate  the  chi- 
rurgical  pradtice  $  not  to  enter  into  a  mi¬ 
nute  detail,  or  engage  in  any  of  the  dis¬ 
putes  which  have  arifen  on  this  fubjedfc. 

The  fpermatic  veffels  like  mod:  of  the 
contents  of  the  abdomen,  lye  behind  the 
peritoneum,  enveloped  in  the  common 
tela  cellulofa,  or  what  ufed  to  be  called  the 
cellular  appendix  of  that  men'branej  the 
arteries  which  are  two,  arife  '  i  the  trunk 
of  the  aorta,  in  the  mid  v>  ; tween  the 
emulgent  and  lower  mefem  ,  At  their 
origin  they  are  very  frnaSl,  an  contrary  to 
all  the  other  arteries  in  the  body  they  feem 
rather  to  increafe  in  diameter  as  they  de- 
fcend.  In  their  pafiage  downward  they 
impart  feveral  branches  to  the  cellular 
membrane  which  inverts  them,  and  before 
they  arrive  at  the  terticle  they  are  divided 
into  four  or  five  principal ;  one  of  thefe 
goes  to  the  epididymis,  the  others  to  the 
body  of  the  teftis  :  the  latter  having  pierced 
the  tunica  albuginea,  and  being  convoluted 
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in  the  moll,  wonderful  manner,  compofe 
the  greatcft  part  of  the  body  of  that  gland. 

From  thefe  convolutions  of  the  fperma- 
tic  artery  the  femen  is  fecreted,  and  after 
fecretion,  is  received  by  thofe  particular 
veffels  which  late  anatomifts  have  agreed 
to  call  the  vafa  efferentia  j  thefe  vary  in 
their  number  in  different  fubjeCts,  being 
from  10  to  1 more  or  lefs :  when  col¬ 
lected  together  they  form  what  is  called 
the  globus  major,  or  larger  extremity  of 
that  body  which  from  its  fituation  is  called 
the  epididymis.  They  then  unite  into 
one  tingle  tube,  which  being  convoluted 
and  contorted  in  the  molt  miraculous  man¬ 
ner,  conftitutes  the  reft  of  that  fame  body ; 
fo  that  the  whole  of  the  epididymis,  except 
that  part  of  it  which  is  formed  by  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  vafa  efferentia,  does  really 
confift  of  one  ftngle  tube,  whofe  diameter 
is  faid  in  no  part  to  exceed  the  80th  of  an 
inch,  but  which  is  contorted  fome  thou- 
fands  of  times,  and  if  unravelled  and  drawn 
out,  is  fome  yards  in  length. 

From  the  lelfer  extremity  of  the  epidi¬ 
dymis  proceeds  the  vas  deferens,  or  that  ca¬ 
nal  thro’  which  the  femen  is  conveyed 
from  the  tefticles  towards  the  penis ;  or  in 
other  words,  when  this  wonderful  tube 

5  ceafes 
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ceafes  to  be  contorted,  and  puts  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  one  fingle  ftnooth  veflel,  it  is 
then  called  the  vas  deferens. 

This  rifes  from  the  lelfer  end  of  the 
epididymis,  enveloped  in  the  fame  com¬ 
mon  tela  cellulofa  in  which  the  fpermatic 
artery  and  vein  are  inverted  ;  and  when  it 
is  got  juft  above  the  edge  of  the  os  pubis* 
feparates  from  them,  and  parting  down  be¬ 
hind  the  peritoneum  proceeds  to  the  infe¬ 
rior  part  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  where 
it  depoftts  the  femen  in  the  receptacles 
appointed  for  that  purpofe,  called  veficul® 
feminales. 

The  blood,  after  the  feminal  fecretion  is 
performed,  is  returned  back  into  the  ge¬ 
neral  mafs  by  the  fpermatic  vein,  which 
on  the  right  fide  empties  itrtelf  into  the 
vena  cava,  and  on  the  left  into  the  emul- 
gent  vein. 

While  the  fpermatic  veftels  are  within 
the  cavity  of  the  belly,  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  in  which  they  are  enveloped  is  much 
more  lax,  its  cells  larger,  and  its  texture 
more  tender,  than  on  the  outfide  of  the 
fame  cavity  h  ;  as  they  parts  under  the  tranf- 

verfalis, 

h  Thepaflageof  this  chord,  or  of  the  fpermatic  veffels 
under  two  of  the  mufcles  and  through  the  third,  is  a 
cumltance  of  much  importance  ;  and  what  every  one  ought 
to  be  well  acquainted  with.  The  common  dodrine  is,  that 
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Verfalis,  and  obliquus  internus,  and  thro5 
the  obliquus  externus,  they  receive  a  con- 
fiderable  addition  of  cellular  fubftance  from 
the  adjacent  parts,  and  when  they  have 
palled  thro5  the  tendinous  aperture  of  the 
lall-named  mufcle,  they,  together  with 
their  cellular  tunic,  are  covered  by  and 
enveloped  in  that  expansion  of  mufcular 
fibres  called  the  cremafter. 

The  membrane  furrounding  all  that  part 
of  the  fpermatic  chord  which  is  on  the 
outfide  of  the  abdomen,  is  called  the  tuni¬ 
ca  communis,  or  tunica  vaginalis  ©f  the 

chord. 

In  each  of  the  oblique  mufcles  of  the  abdomen  and  in  the 
tranfverfalis,  is  a  tendinous  perforation  for  the  paffage  of 
the  fpermatic  veffels,  and  thefe  fuppofed  openings  are  called 
the  rings.  This  is  a  miftake  which  even  fome  very  modem 
writers  in  anatomy  and  forgery  have  fallen  into,  and  left 
their  words  fhould  not  convey  an  idea  fofhciently  erroneous, 
fome  of  them  have  given  us  prints  of  all  thefe  openings  in 
regular  gradation  above  and  behind  each  other.  Nothing 
can  be  more  falfe  than  fuch  reprefen tation ;  the  fpermatic 
veffels  do  never  pals  thro’,  but  always  under  thetranfverfalis 
and  obliquus  internus,  at  fuch  difiance  as  never  to  be  affected 
by  their  action,  or  to  fuffer  any  ftricture  or  drangulation 
from  them ;  on  the  contrary,  the  fpermatic  chord  always 
paffes  thro’  an  opening  made  for  that  purpofe  in  the  tendon 
of  the  obliquus  externus,  is  liable  to  be  affefted  by  its  ac* 
dons,  and  when  accompanied  by  a  portion  of  inteftine  or 
omentum,  it  is  this  tendinous  aperture  which  makes  the 

itri&ure  and  produces  the  fymptoms  and  the  hazard, - - 

A  circumftance  of  great  confequence  for  every  one  to  be 
informed  of  who  would  rightly  tmderiland  the  nature  of 
a  true  htrnia,  and  of  ffcill  greater  to  him  who  may  be  called 
on  to  operate  upon  it. 


1 6  Practical  Remarks-  on 

Sr 

chord,  and  is  as  has  already  been  laid,  a 
mere  cellular  membrane,  totally  void  of  all 
other  cavity  except  thofe  of  its  cells,  firmly 
adhering  to  the  lurface  of  the  fpermatic 
veffels  in  every  part,  and  plentifuly  fur- 
nifhed  with  lymphatics. 

It  is  of  very  great  importance  to  have  a 
true  idea  of  the  ftrudure  of  this  part  of  the 
funiculus  fpermaticus  ;  the  old  term  tunica 
vaginalis  conveyed  a  very  falls  one  :  it  im¬ 
plied  that  the  fpermatic  veffels  were  con¬ 
tained  within  it  as  in  a  fheath,  and  that  if 
thofe  veffels  were  not  there,  this  coat  would 
form  an  empty  bag  conli fling  of  one  fingle 
cavity s. 

This  is  one  great  fource  from  whence 
many  of  the  errors  which  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  defcription  of  difeafes  whole 
feat  either  is,  or  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  this 

part, 

1  Even  de  la  Faye,  whofe  notes  on  Dionis  have  rendered 
the  works  of  the  latter  much  more  valuable  as  well  as  ufefuL, 
has  fallen  into  the  common  millake  with  regard  to  this  tu¬ 
nic,  by  fuppofmg  it  and  the  tunica  vaginalis  to  be  both 
formed  out  of  the  fame  membrane,  and  allotting  a  cavity 
to  the  former.  “  11  faut  remarquer  que  la  tunique  vagi- 
“  nale,  et  la  gaine  du  cordon  fpermaiique  font  une  com* 
41  tinuation  du  tiffu  celluleux  du  peritoine,  qui  s’allonge 
“  pour  enveloper  le  cordon,  et  qui  s’elargit  pourenve- 
*  loper  teilicule ;  a  l’endroit  ou  cette  continuation  s’elar- 
*s  git  la  nature  a  forme  une  eloifon  qui  empeche  la  com- 
44  munication  qui  fe  trouveroit  entre  l’interieur  de  la  gaine 
44  du  cordon  fpermatique  et  celui  de  la  tunique  vagmale.^, 

De  la  Faye* 
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part,  have  fprungj  and  therefore  I  take 
the  liberty  of  repeating,  that  it  has  no  one 
particular  cavity,  but  is  mere  cellular  mem¬ 
brane,  and  that  it  terminates  in  great 
meafure  juft  above  the  epididymis,  tho’  it 
may  be  traced  on  the  furface  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis  teftis. 

The  coats  of  the  teftide  are  only  two, 
viz.  the  tunica  vaginalis,  or  that  bag  which 
loofely  invefts  it  without  any  adhelion  to  it 
except  in  one  particular  part,  and  the  tu¬ 
nica  albuginea,  or  that  membrane  which 
is  the  immediate  and  proper  covering  of  its 
vafcular  ftrudlure. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  clear  and  true  idea 
of  thefe  coats,  we  muft  examine  them  in  a 
foetus,  in  a  new  born  infant,  and  in  an  adult. 

The  tefticles  of  the  human  fpecies  are 
always  formed  within  the  cavity  of  the 
belly,  and  remain  there  until,  or  very  near 
unto  the  time  of  birth. 

While  they  are  within  that  cavity  they 
are  covered  by  one  coat  only,  which  firmly 

adheres  to  the  vafcular  ftru<fture  of  them ; 

■*  t' 

and  is  evidently  derived  from  the  perito¬ 
neum,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  outer  coat 
of  moft  of  the  vifeera  of  the  abdomen. 

Their  fituation  during  the  firft  months, 
is  rather  higher  than  in  the  latter ;  as  the 

C  foetus 
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foetus  increafes  in  fize  they  fall  gradually 
lower. 

Within  the*  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  on 
each  fide  a  little  below  the  tefticles,  is  a 
fmall  opening  or  orifice  leading  into  a  final! 
but'  firm  membranous-  bag  ;  the  upper  part 
or  neck  of  which  pafies  thro’  the  apertures 
in  the  tendons  of  the  external  oblique 
tnu'fcleSj  while  the  lower  part  or  facculus 
lyes  enveloped  in  the  common  cellular 
membrane  on  the  outfide  of  thofe  mufcles. 


in  the  groins. 

Thefe  orifices  are  always  open  until 
birth,  and  moil:  frequently  fome  while  af-* 
ter  ;  during  all  which  time  the  facculi  have 
free  and  open  communication  with  the  in- 
iibe  of  the  belly. 

By  means  of  thefe  orifices  the  tefticles 
pafs  from  the  abdomen,  through  the  ten¬ 
dinous  apertures  into  the  facculi  in  the 
groin ;  but  the  time  at  which  they  do  this 
is  not  certain  :  fometimes  it  is  juft  before 
birth,  fometimes  juft  after,  fometimes  they 
get  into  the  fcrotutn  immediately,  fome¬ 
times  they  remain  a  confiderable  time  in 
the  groins,  and  forhetimeS  they  never  pafs 
through  the  opening  in  the  mulcle  at  all, 
but  remain  for  ever  within  the  belly. 


r 
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the  ordinary  courfe  they  very  foon  pais 
from  the  groins  into  the  fcrotal  bag,  the 
communication  with  the  belly  remaining 
open  fome  little  time  lortger. 

When  the  tefticles  are  got  fairly  down  into 
the  facculi,  if  the  latter  is  laid  open  it  will 
appear  that  the  former  is  loofely  enveloped 
by  it,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  perfectly  free 
from  all  cohefion,  except  in  one  particular 
fmall  part  of  it,  where  this  bag  and  the 
proper  coat  of  the  teftiele  are  fo  firmly 
united,  as  to  appear  to  be  plainly  a  contE 
nuation  of  one  and  the  fame  membrane. 

And  while  the  communication  with  the 
belly  remains  free,  if  the  facculi  be  laid 
open  from  the  bottom  upward,  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  moft  eonfpicuous  manner,  that 
the  membrane  which  conflitutes  them  is  a 
continuation  or  procefs  of  that  part  of  the 
peritoneum  which  lines  the  mufcles  of  the 
abdomen. 

Some  time  after  birth  the  necks  of  thefe 
facculi  become  clofe  and  impervious  by 
which  means  all  communication  between 
their  cavity  and  that  of  the  belly,  is  totally 
cut  off:  the  time  when  this  happens  is  va¬ 
rious  and  uncertain ;  I  have  feen  them 
perfectly  clofe  at  the  end  of  fixteen  days, 
and  have  found  it  open  on  one  fide  and  (hut 
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on  the  other  at  the  end  of  two  months ; 
though  for  the  moft  part  the  communica¬ 
tion  ceafes  in  lefs  time. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  while  thefe 
paflages  are  open,  a  piece  of  inteftine  or 
omentum  having  infinuated  itfelf  into  one 
of  them  prevents  its  contraction,  and  pro¬ 
duces  a  congenial  rupture,  a  difeafe  much 
more  frequent  than  it  is  thought  to  be  ; 
and  in  others  it  alfo  fometimes  happens, 
that  the  fpermatic  vefiels  not  being  fuffici- 
ently  elongated,  the  tefticles  never  get  be¬ 
low  the  groin,  and  the  communication 
with  the  belly  always  remains  open,  tho* 
it  does  not  always  receive  a  portion  of  gut 
or  caul. 

When  thefe  orifices  are  once  clofed,  there 
never  is  any  future  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  cavities  of  the  facculi  and  that  of 
the  abdomen;  nor  can  any  thing  either  folid 
or  fluid,  however  fmall  in  fize  or  quantity, 
ever  after  this  period  pals  from  the  one  to 
the  other.  The  bags  now  clofed  at  their 
upper  part  loofely  invefl:  the  tefticles  with 
their  epididymes,  their  cavities  being  kept 
moifl:  by  a  fine  fluid  conftantly  exhaled 
from  capillary  arteries,  and  as  conftantly 
abforbed  by  veflels  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe  |  which  fluid,  while  thefe  parts  enjoy 
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a  found  healthy  ftate,  is  Email  in  quantity, 
no  more  than  juft  ferves  to  lubricate  the 
fur  face  of  both  membranes,  and  prevent 
zny  cohefion  between  them. 

From  thefe  premifes  the  following  infe¬ 
rences,  ferving  to  point  out  the- true  nature 
and  feat  of  fome  of  the  difeafes  in  queftion 
may  be  .deduced. 

1.  That  the  facculi  x>r  bags  which  are 
placed  in  the  groins  for  the  reception  of 
the  tefticles  in  proper  time,  do,  when 
clofed,  conftitute  the  tunica  vaginalis  tef- 
tium ;  and  are  true  and  original  procefles  of 
the  peritoneum. 

2.  That  of  ail  the  parts  contained  within 
the  fcrotum,  thefe  facculi  are  the  only  ones 
which  communicate  with  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen ;  and  that  when  that  communica¬ 
tion  is  once  clofed,  there  never  is  nor  can 
be,  any  natural  one  between  the  belly,  and 
either  the  common  or  proper  membranes  or 
coats  of  the  fcrotum  or  tefticles :  nor  can 
any  thing  pals  from  the  one  to  the  other. 

3.  That  whatever  fluid  may  be  Hied 
from  the  fpermatic  veflels,  or  collected  or 
extravafated  in  the  cells  of  the  tunica  com¬ 
munis,  or  thofe  of  the  dartos,  yet  no  part 
oi  them  can  be  derived  from,  or  received 
into  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis. 

C  3  4.  That 
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4.  That  a  total  failure  of  the  fecretion 
of  that  fine  fluid  which  fhould  moiften  the 
infide  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  and  the  out- 
fide  of  the  tunica  albuginea,  muft  be  at¬ 
tended  with  an  unnatural  cohefion  of  thefe 
membranes  with  each  other ;  and  confe- 
quently  a  lelfening  or  abolition  of  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  former. 

5.  That  if  more  of  this  fluid  is  depofited 
than  the  abforbent  velfels  can  take  up,  or 
if  the  abforbent  veffels  do  not  execute  their 
office,  it  muft  be  accumulated  within  the 
cavity  of  the  faid  tunic  ;  from  which  there 

9 

being  no  natural  outlet,  the  confequence 
mult  be  a  gradual  diftention  and  inlarge- 

ment  of  it. 

6.  That  the  natural  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis 
and  belly,  not  being  fhut  until  feme  time 
after  birth,  it  may  clofe  at  its  upper  part 
while  there  is  a  quantity  of  fluid  in  the 
lower,  too  large  for  the  abforbent  veflels 
of  an  infant  to  take  up  immediately ;  and 
eonfequently  fuch  infant  will,  until  that 
office  is  executed,  labour  under  a  true  hy?- 
drocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis :  a  cafe  ex¬ 
tremely  common,  though  generally  palling 
fpr  a  wind-rupture, 

f.  That 
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y.  That  the  water  of  that  kind  of  hy¬ 
drocele  which  is  formed  k  by  the  fac  of  a 
congenial  hernia,  muff  be  lodged  within 
the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis ;  while 
all  collections  of  ferum  in  the  facs  of  other 
kinds  of  hernias,  mult  neceffarily  be  per¬ 
fectly  didin  Ct  from  the  faid  tunic. 

SECT.  IV. 

\the  Anasarcous  Tumor  of  the. 

Scrotum. 

TH  E  fcrotum  is  the  common  recep¬ 
tacle  of  both  the  teflicles,  confiding 
of  the  cuticula,  cutis,  and  what  all  anato- 
mids  have  now  agreed  to  call  the  dartos ; 
which  is  a  loofe  cellular  membrane,  per¬ 
fectly  void  of  fat,  and  whofe  cavities  com¬ 
municate  with  each  other  with  the  utmod 
freedom  through  every  part. 

As  this  membrane  has  no  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 

C  4  within 

k  A  hydrocele  formed  by  a  colle&ion  of  fluid  in  the  fac 
of  a  congenial  hernia,  is  the  only  cafe  which  can  in  any 
manner  vindicate  that  flrange  general  aflertion  of  Mr.  Chef* 
feldon,  viz.  —  That  the  omentum  ufually,  and  the  gut 
fometimes,  defcends  from  the  belly  into  the  fac  of  a  hydro¬ 
cele  ;  a  cafe  which  undoubtedly  has  been  feen,  but  is  very 
ar  from  being  a  common  one.  See  Cafe  20  and  2 1 . 
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within  the  peritoneum,  it  is  plain  that 
whatever  kind  or  quantity  of  fluid  may  at 
any  time  be  depofited  in  it,  cannot  be  de¬ 
rived  from  thence,  even  tho’  the  patient 
Should  labour  under  a  true  afcites ;  but  as 
its  cells  have  free  intercourfe  with  thofe  ot 
the  general  cellular  or  adipofe  membrane 
all  over  the  body,  they  will  be  liable  to  be 
a'Tedted  by  all  thofe  diforders  which  have 
their  feat  in  that  membrane,  that  is,  by  all 
diibrders  proceeding  from  a  low  impove¬ 
rished  ftate  of  blood,  from  the  deficiency 
of  the  urinary  fecretion,  or  from  the  ab- 
forbent  veflels  not  executing  their  office, 
and  confequently  in  anafarcous  and  leuco- 
phlegmatic  habits,  will  become  the  feat  of 
a  watry  extravafation. 

This  watry  fwelling  of  the  fcrotum,  tho1 
it  is  moll  frequently  a  Symptom  of  a  drop- 
fical  habit,  and  very  often  accompanies  both 
the  general  anafarca  and  the  particular  col¬ 
lection  in  the  abdomen  called  afcites ;  yet 
even  in  the  latter  cafe  it  neither  is  nor  can 
be  derived  from  the  cavity  of  the  belly, 
but  is  confined  to  the  tela  cellulofa  which 
lies  on  the  outfide  of  the  peritoneum  the 
water  derived  from  hence  diftends  the 
fcrotum  in  the  fame  manner,  and  for  the 
fame  reafon  that  it  often  does  the  legs  and 

feet. 


the  HYDROCELE,  &c.  25 
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feet.  The  cells  of  the  dartos  being  large 
and  abfolutely  void  of  fat,  and  the  fksn 
which  covers  them  being  extremely  dilata¬ 
ble,  and  giving  way  for  a  larger  influx  into 
this  part  than  into  moll  others,  has  indeed 
occalioned  its  being  taken  nonce  of  as  a 
particular  difeafe,  though  it  is  moll  properly 
a  fymptom  only. 

This  being  the  cafe,  and  the  true  method 
of  cure  confiding  in  an  internal  medical 
procefs,  it  has  been  I  think  improperly 
ranked  among  the  fpecies  of  hydrocele  1 
though  the  nature  of  the  contents  will  cer¬ 
tainly  admit  the  ufe  of  the  word.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  a  difeafe  which  mod  properly  comes 
within  the  province  of  a  phyfician,  but  as 
it  is  of  fome  confequence  to  be  able  to  dif- 
tinguilh  it  from  other  diforders  affecting  the 
fame,  or  the  neighbouring  parts,  and  as  bur¬ 
geons  are  often  called  upon  to  a  did  in  alle¬ 
viating  fome  of  the  inconveniences  which 
this  defluxion  produces,  it  will  not  be 
amifs  in  this  place  to  give  a  fhort  account 
of  it,  and  the  chirurgical  method  of  at¬ 
tempting  its  relief. 

It  is  an  equal,  foft  tumor,  polfefling  every 
part  of  the  cellular  membrane  in  which 
both  the  tedicles  are  enveloped1,  and  con- 

fequently 

1 1  have  once  feen  the  fcrotum  anafarcous  on  one  fide  only, 

v  7 

a^d  fo  perfectly  fo,  that  it  was  miftaken  for  a  hydrocele  oi 
the  tunica  vaginalis.  See  the  Cafe  of  Corby,  No.  3. 
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fequently  is  as  large  on  one  fide  as  on  the 
other ;  it  leaves  the  fkin  of  its  natural  co¬ 
lour,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  it  does  not 
redden  or  inflame  it  :  if  the  quantity  of 
water  is  not  large,  nor  the  diftention  great, 
the  fkin  preferves  fome  degree  of  rugofity, 
the  tumor  has  a  doughy  kind  of  feel,  eafily 
receives,  and  for  a  little  while  retains  the 
impreffion  of  the  fingers ;  the  raphe  or 
feam  of  the  fcrotum  divides  the  fwelling 
nearly  equally ;  the  fpermatic  procefs  is 
perfectly  free  and  of  its  natural  fize,  and 
the  tefticles  feem  to  be  in  the  middle  of  the 
loaded  membrane.  But  if  the  quantity  of 
extravafated  ferum  is  large,  the  flein  inflead 
of  being  rugous  is  fmooth  and  tenfe,  and 
plainly  fhews  the  limpid  Rate  of  the  fluid 
under  it ;  it  is  cold  to  the  touch,  does  not 
fo  long  retain  the  impreffion  of  the  fingers, 
and  is  always  accompanied  with  a  fimilar 
diftention  of  the  fkin  of  the  penis  •,  the 
preputium  of  which  is  fometimes  twifted 
and  diftorted  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make 
a  very  difagreeable  appearance,  Thefe  are 
the  local  fymptoms,  to  which  it  may  be 
added,  that  a  yellow  countenance,  an  in¬ 
appetence,  a  deficiency  of  the  urinary  fie- 
cretion,  fwelled  legs,  hard  belly,  and  flimy 
flools,  are  its  frequent  companions. 

The 
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T3ie  cure  of  the  original  difeafe  comes, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  within  the  phy- 
iician’s  province,  and  requires  a  courfe  of 
internal  medicines  but  fometimes  the 
loaded  fcrotum  and  penis  are  fo  troublefome 
to  the  patient,  and  in  fuch  danger  of  mor¬ 
tification,  that  a  reduction  of  their  fize  be¬ 
comes  abfolutely  neceffary  :  and  at  other 
times  a  derivation  of  the  redundant  extra- 
vafated  ferum  from  this  part  is  ordered  as 
an  affiftant  to  the  internal  regimen. 

The  two  chirurgical  meajis  in  ufe  for  ac- 
complifhing  this  end,  are  pundture  and  in- 
ciiion  j  the  former  of  which  is  made  with 
the  point  of  a  common  lancet,  the  latter 
either  with  that,  or  a  knife. 

The  generality  of  writers  on  this  fubjedt 
have  ipoken  of  thefe  two  methods  in  fuch 
manner,  that  a  practitioner  who  had  feen 
but  little  of  either,  would  be  inclined  to 
think  that  it  was  matter  of  great  indiffer¬ 
ence  which  he  fhould  prefer  j  and  that  the 
utility  and  fafety  of  each  was  equal. 

The  intention  in  the  ufe  of  either,  is  by 
a  difcharge  of  the  extravafated  fluid  to  al¬ 
leviate  the  prefent  uneafinefs;  and  by  re¬ 
ducing  the  fize  of  the  fcrotum,  to  render  it 
lefs  troublefome  and  lefs  likely  to  mortify  : 
in  fome  few  inftances  it  has  indeed  hap- 

2  pened? 
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pened  that  this  local  drain  has  proved  a  rar 
dical  cure  of  the  original  difeafe,  but  that 
is  accidental,  and  not  to  be  depended  upon ; 
the  intention  is  generally  palliative,  and  if 
the  patient  lives,  mod:  likely  to  require  re¬ 
petition  therefore  if  there  is  any  difference 
between  the  two  methods  with  regard 
either  to  eafe  or  fafety,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  which  ought  to  be  preferred. 

Large  wounds  of  membranous  parts  in 
anafarcous  or  dropfical  habits,  are  always 
painful  and  frequently  hazardous ;  they  are 
very  apt  to  inflame,  are  very  difficultly 
brought  to  fuppuration,  and  will  often 
prove  gangrenous  in  fpite  of  all  endeavours 
to  the  contrary.  Thefe  confequences  do 
not  attend  upon  fimple  puniture  made  in¬ 
to  the  fame  parts  ;  they  leave  the  fkin  eafy, 
loft,  cool,  uninflamed,  and  in  a  lfate  to  ad¬ 
mit  a  repetition  of  the  fame  operation  if 
neceffary  :  the  former  creates  a  painful,  un- 
digefled,  hazardous  fore,  requiring  conftant 
care ;  the  latter  hardly  ever  creates  any  un- 
eafinefs  at  all,  and  requires  only  warm  fo¬ 
mentation  and  a  fuperficial  dreffing. 

Now  altho’  there  is  fo  material  a  diffe- 
erence  in  the  fymptoms  attending  the  two 
methods,  yet  there  is  none  in  their  effeft ; 
the  communication  of  the  cells  of  the  dar- 

tos 
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tos  is  fo  free  through  every  part  of  it,  that 
pundtures  made  with  the  fine  point  of  a 
bleeding  lancet  into  the  mo fc  fuperficial  of 
them  will  as  certainly  and  as  freely  drain 
off  all  the  water  as  a  large  incifion,  with¬ 
out  any  of  its  inconveniences  or  its  ha¬ 
zard  :  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  will 
cure  the  original  difeafe  unlefs 
cident  they  are  both  made  with  a  defign 
only  to  relieve  the  local  one  the  fame  ha¬ 
bit  and  conftitution  remaining,  the  fame 
effedt  will  in  general  follow,  and  the  fame 
relief  be  again  neceflary  :  the  eafe,  the 
freedom  from  bad  fymptoms  or  danger,  and 
the  ftate  the  parts  are  left  in  render  one 
method  practicable  at  all  times,  and  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  repeated  as  often  as  it  may  be 
thought  necefiary :  the  fatigue,  pain,  con¬ 
finement,  and  hazard,  make  a  Angle  expe¬ 
riment  of  the  other  -  as  much  as  moil  peo¬ 
ple  chufe  to  fubmit  to,  or  indeed  as  fome 
have  an  opportunity  of  complying  with. 

C  A  S  E.  I. 

A  Man  about  fifty-five  years  old,  who 
had  lived  freely,  was  afflidted  with  an 
anafarcous  tumor  of  his  belly,  legs,  thighs, 
fcrotum,  and  penis ;  accompanied  with  the 

general 
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general  Symptoms  which  molt  frequently 
attend  fuch  complaints,  viz.  proflration  of 
appetite,  little  and  high  coloured  urine,  a 
hard  belly,  and  a  bloated  face. 

He  had  taken  many  medicines  by  the 
direction  of  a  phylician  in  the  country,  and 
more  than  one  quack  remedy  after  he  came 
to  London,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  the  watry 
load  increafed  daily,  and  the  levelling  of 
the  penis  and  fcrotum  became  fo  trouble- 
fome  as  to  prevent  his  wearing  his 
breeches. 

In  thefe  circumftances  a  perfon  who  at¬ 
tended  him  in  the  capacity  of  furgeon  and 
apothecary,  propofed  to  draw  off  the  water 
by  a  large  incision  on  each  fide  of  the  fcro¬ 
tum,  to  which  he  confented  j  the  incifions 
•were  made,  and  the  fcrotum  in  a  few 
hours  became  empty  and  flaccid. 

At  the  diftance  of  five  days  from  the 
operation  his  furgeon  died,  and  I  was  de~ 
fired  to  vifit  him. 

I  found  him  in  bed  with  a  painful,  foul, 
undigested  fore  on  each  fide  of  the  fcrotum ; 
which  though  it  had  at  firft  been  emptied 
by  the  incifion,  was  now  again  confiderably 
loaded  with  ferum,  was  hard,  and  much 
inflamed  :  the  edges  of  the  wound  had  a 
livid  hue,  the  difcharge  was  a  discoloured 

gleet. 
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gleet,  and  the  pain  was  fo  great  that  he  could 
get  no  reft.  His  pulfe  was  frequent,  hard* 
and  fmall,  his  breathing  not  perfectly  free, 
his  urine  little  and  high  coloured,  his  thirft 
very  troublefome,  his  belly  hard  and  tight, 
and  having  taken  an  opiate  every  night  for 
fome  nights  pad:  on  account  of  pain,  he  had 
had  no  flool  for  three  days. 

I  dreffed  the  incifions  with  a  foft  digef* 
tive,  and  covering  the  whole  ferotum  with 
a  warm  pultice  tied  it  up  in  a  bag  trufs,  di¬ 
rected  a  glyfter  to  be  thrown  up  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  ordered  a  gentle  purge  to  be 
taken  next  morning  early;  which  in  the 
following  day  gave  him  four  or  five  mo¬ 
tions,  rendered  his  refpiration  free,  and  his 
belly  fofter. 

Next  day  the  inflammatory  hardnefs  of 
the  ferotum  feemed  to  be  going  off,  and  to 
be  fucceeded  by  an  emphyfematous  kind  of 
appearance ;  and  in  four  days  from  my  firfl 
feeing  him,  the  whole  bag  was  in  a  date  of 
mortification,  notwithftanding  conflant  fo¬ 
mentation,  cataplafm,  &c. 

Having  already  taken  a  large  quantity  of 
medicine  of  different  kinds,  it  was  with 
much  difficulty  that  I  could  prevail  on  him 
to  hear  of  any  more  ;  but  upon  making  a 
true  reprefentation  of  the  date  of  his  cafe. 
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of  his  imminent  hazard,  he  confented  to 

J  ■  '  . 

take  the  bark,  with  fome  confedt.  cardiac, 
and  tindfc.  rad.  ferpentar,  every  three  or 
four  hours. 

By  putting  a  tea-fpoonful  of  brandy  into 
each  dofe,  it  kept  upon  his  ftomach.  At 
the  end  of  three  days  the  pain  and  forenefs 
were  confiderably  leifened,  and  on  the  fixth 
he  got  a  little  quiet  deep  without  any 
opiate ;  on  the  ninth  the  mortified  parts 
feemed  inclined  to  feparate,  and  the  gleet 
was  fmall  in  comparifon  of  what  it  had 
been.  On  the  twelfth  there  was  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  tolerable  good  matter  from  the 
feparated  edges ;  in  about  fifteen  or  fixteen 
days  a  laudable  fuppuration  was  eftablifhed, 
and  the  mortified  parts  were  every  where 
loofe  and  falling  off :  inftead  of  a  lfnall 
quantity  of  high  coloured  urine,  he  now 
made  what  was  nearly  equal  to  what  he 
drank,  and  that  well  conditioned,  and  the 
load  in  his  limbs  was  confiderably  lefs. 

He  now  began  to  naufeate  the  bark  in 

the  form  he  had  hitherto  taken  it,  it  was 

* 

therefore  changed  for  another  which  he 
took  at  larger  intervals,  and  to  aflifi:  his 
difcharge  by  urine,  his  apothecary  gave' 
him  an  infufion  of  the  cineres  geniftae,  and 

horferadifh 
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horfe-radith,  which  anfwered  the  purpofe 
very  well. 

The  whole  fcrotum  and  dartos  call:  off  in 

# 

a  large  Hough,  and!  eft  the  tunic®  vaginales 
of  both  tefticles  as  bare  and  clean  as  if 

I 

they  had  been  diffedted ;  thefe  were  foon 
covered  by  a  new  incarnation,  which  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  fcrotum  tolerably  well, 
and  by  periiffing  in  the  life  of  the  fame  re¬ 
medies  for  a  few  weeks  longer  he  was  re- 
ftored  to  perfedt  health. 

I 

CASE  II. 

A  Man  not  exceeding  forty,  who  had 
~  drank  freely  of  fpirituous  liquors,  was 
thereby  brought  into  the  fame  circumftan- 
ces  as  the  patient  in  the  preceding  cafe, 
that  is,  his  countenance  was  yellow  and 
bloated,  his  legs,  thighs,  fcrotum  and  penis 
were  loaded  with  an  anafarcous  tumor,  he 
had  little  or  no  appetite,  and  made  a  fmall 
quantity  of  high  coloured  urine. 

Internal  remedies  having  been  fome  time 
tried  ineffectually,  he  was  advifed  to  have 
an  incifon  made  on  each  fide  of  the  fcro¬ 
tum,  by  which  means  all  the  fwelling 
both  of  it  and  of  the  penis  was  immedi- 

D  atelv 
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ately  removed,  and  the  patient  much 


On  the.  fourth  day  from  the  operation 
all  diichara;e  of  ferum  ceafed,  and  the 
wounded  parts  dwelled,  inflamed,  and  be¬ 
came  extremely  painful.  Fomentation, 
eataplafm,  and  proper  digeftive  drefiings 
were  ufed,  but  without  any  relief  from  the 
pain,  or  any  beneficial  alteration  in  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  fores.  - 

On  the  hxth  day  from  the  incifion  I  was 
def red  to  meet  the  gentleman  who  had 
the  care  of  him,  and  found  that  the  hard 
inflammatory  kind  of  fwelling,  which  a  day 
>or  two  before  had  occupied  the  whole  fero- 
tum,  was  gone  off,  and  that  it  was  now 
becoming  flabby  and  livid,  eipecially  about 
the  incifions. 

I  propofed  the  cortex,  but  it  was  not 
complied  with  •,  nor  do  I  know  what  the 
medicines  were  which  he  did  take,  neither 
mvfelf  nor  the  other  furgeon  being:  con- 
halted  cn  that  head  :  warm  fpirituous  fo¬ 
mentation,  with  proper  poultice  and  dref¬ 
iings  were  continued,  but  to  no  purpofe. 
I  faw  him  each  morning  for  four  days, 
during  which  he  got  little  or  no  red,  and 
complained  of  great  pain  and  burning  heat 
within  his  belly ;  the  watry  extravafation 

in 
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in  his  legs  and  thighs  increafed  daily,  the 
whole  fcrotum,  and  Ikin  of  the  penis  be¬ 
came  black  and  mortified,  as  did  alfo  a  part 
of  the  pubes,  and  on  the  eleventh  day  from 
the  incifion  he  died. 


C  A  S  E  III. 


Man  about  45  years  old,  by  name  Cor¬ 


by,  who  was  a  patient  in  St.  Bartho¬ 
lomew’s  Hofpital,  {hewed  me  a  fwelling  on 
the  left  fide  of  the  fcrotum  ;  it  was  large, 
full,  and  tight,  and  had  all  the  lymptoms  and 
appearances  of  an  hydrocele  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  viz.  the  fluctuation  of  the  fluid, 
the  freedom  of  the  upper  part  of  the  pro- 
cefs,  and  the  concealment  of  the  tefticle, 

I  was  fo  well  fatisfied  of  the  difeafe,  that 
without  any  fcruple  I  pierced  it  with  a 
fmall  trochar  in  the  lower  and  anterior 
part,  and  thereby  let  out  about  two  ounces 
of  limpid  water,  but  could  by  no  means 
draw  oft  any  more,  tho’  I  palled  a  probe 
up  the  canu’la  and  tried  all  other  means 
which  were  proper  to  obtain  it. 

I  withdrew  the  canula  and  ap-ain  exa- 

*  O 

mined  the  fwelling,  which  was  very  little 
lefs  for  what  had  been  done ;  but  tho’  it 
was  not  much  decreafed  in  fize,  it  was  con- 

D  2  fiderablv 
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liderably  altered  in  its  appearance :  I  could' 
now  very  plainly  diftinguifh  the  tefticle, 
and  was  convinced  that  the  whole  difeafe 
was  confined  to  the  cells  of  the  dartos.  In 
fhort,  it  was  (what  I  had  never  feen  before) 
an  anafarca  of  that  membrane,  confined  to 
one  fide  only,  having  a  certain  quantity  of 
the  water  in  one  cyft  or  bag,  and  the  reft 
ditfuled  through  the  cells  in  the  ufual  man¬ 
ner  :  the  latter  made  all  the  remaining  tu¬ 
mor  after  tapping,  and  the  former  had  con¬ 
cealed  the  tefticle. 

Being  now  perfectly  fatisfied  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  cafe,  I  made  an  incifion  about 
an  inch  long  through  the  fcrotum  into  the 
furface  of  the  loaded  dartos,  intending 
thereby  to  drain  off-  the  the  water  3  and  by 
procuring  a  fuppuration,  to  cure  the  dif¬ 
eafe  :  into  the  incifion  I  put  a  bit  of  dry  lint, 
and  tied  the  fcrotum  up  in  a  bag-trufs. 

To  my  great  aftonifihment  the  next 
morning,  my  drefier  told  me  that  Corby’s 
fcrotum  was  fwelled  to  a  great  fize  3  and 
that  the  incifion  was  already  livid  :  I  went 
to  the  hofpital  and  found  it  fo,  ordered  the 
part  to  be  fomented,  and  wrapped  up  in  a 
warm  poultice,  and  that  the  man  fhould 
take  the  back,  till  the  phyfician  fhould  fee 
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In  three  days  time  the  whole  frotum  and 
ikin  of  the  penis  was  compleatly  mortified, 
and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  pubes  altered 
and  veficated ;  his  pulfe  was  quick  and 
fmall,  he  complained  of  a  burning  heat  in 
his  belly  and  bladder,  his  third;  was  intenfe, 
and  his  extremities  cold. 

For  feveral  days  I  was  convinced  that 
each  would  be  his  lad: ;  his  fomentation,, 
catapiafm,  and  proper  dreffings  were  con¬ 
tinued,  the  dodtor  ordered  him  to  take  a 
dram  of  the  bark  as  often  as  his  ftomach 
would  bear  or  keep  it,  in  a  julep  well  im¬ 
pregnated  with  volatile  fait,  and  the  poor 
man  earneftly  begged  to  be  allowed  a  pint 
of  porter  a  day,  which  he  had.  At  lad:,  in 
about  three  weeks  time,  the  whole  fcrotum, 
the  integuments  of  the  penis  and  fome  part 
of  the  pubes  cad  off,  leaving  the  corpora 
cavernofa  penis,  and  the  tunicas  vaginales, 
as  clean  as  if  they  had  been  very  neatly  dif¬ 
fered,  and  the  man  got  well. 

\ 

I  could  produce  more  indances  of  the 
trouble  and  hazard  which  has  attended 
large  incifions  of  the  fcrotum  in  dropfical 
cafes,  but  the  fimilarity  of  them  renders  it 
■unnecelfary  ;  from  the  fimple  pundtures  of 
this  part  I  never  met  with  either,  nor  was 

3  I 
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I  ever  difappointed  by  their  not  anfwering 
the  purpoie  they  were  intended  for,  viz. 
a  temporary  difcharge  of  ferum  from  the 
cellular  membrane. 

SECT.  V. 

IF  we  conlider  the  preceding  complaint 
as  merely  fymptomatic,  and  do  not 
rank  it  among  the  different  kinds  of  hy¬ 
drocele,  there  will  remain  only  three,  viz. 

1.  That  which  confifts  of  a  collection 
of  water  in  the  cells  of  the  tunica  commu¬ 
nis  or  cellular  membrane,  enveloping  and 
connecting  the  fpermatic  vefi'els. 

2.  That  which  is  formed  by  the  extra- 
vafation  of  a  fluid  in  the  fame  coat  as  the 
former  ;  but  which  inftead  of  being  dif- 
fufed  through  the  general  cellular  ftruCture 
of  it,  is  confined  to  one  cavity  or  cyft,  in 
which  all  the  water  conflituting  this  fpe- 
cies  of  the  difeafe  is  contained,  the  reft  of 
the  membrane  being  in  a  natural  ftate. 

3.  That  which  is  produced  by  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  a  quantity  of  water,  in  the 
cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  tefiis. 

Thefe  three  are  diftinCt,  local,  and  truly 
within  the  province  of  furgery.  They  may 


acci- 
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accidentally  be  combined  or  conceded  with 
other  diforders,  but  not  neceflarily ;  and 
are  frequently  found  in  perfons  whole  ge¬ 
neral  habit  is  good,  and  who  are  perfectly 
free  from  all  other  complaint. 

The  H ydrocele  of  the  Cells  of  the 
T  U  N  I  C  A  C  O  M  M  UNIS. 


T  N  the  anatomical  account  of  the  parts 
x  which  make  the  feats  of  the  different 

.  i 

kinds  of  hydrocele,  it  has  been  obferved. 


that  the  fpermatic  velfels  from  their  origin. 


quite  down  to  their  infertion  into  the  tefli- 


cle  are  enveloped  in,  and  connected  together 
by  a  membrane  called  formerly  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis  vaforum  fpermaticorum,  but  now 
more  properly  tunica  communis ;  that  this 
membrane  has  no  one  particular  cavity  as 
its  old  name  would  feem  to  imply,  but  is 
merely  cellular,  which  either  the  extrava- 


fation  of  a 


fluid  or  the  inflation  of  air  will 


always  prove  ;  that  while  it  is  within  the 
cavity  of  the  belly  its  cells  are  lax  and  large, 
and  when  it  has  pafied  out  from  thence 
and  forms  a  part  of  the  fpermatic  chord  or 
procefs  as  it  is  called,  they  are  fmaller  and 
the  membrane  firmer;  that  it  is  included 
within  that  thin  expanfion  of  mufcular 

D  4  fibres 
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fibres  called  the  cremafter,  and  that  a  great 
number  of  lymphatic  velTels  palling  from 
the  tefticle  toward  the  receptaculum  chyli, 
are  always  to  be  found  in  it. 

Whether  it  proceeds  from  obftruelion  or 
breach  of  thefe  lymphatic  velTels,  from 
preliure  made  within  the  abdomen,  from 
an  obftrudion  of  the  parts  which  Ihould 
receive  this  lymph  from  the  velTels  of  the 
chord,  or  from  what  other  caufe  I  will  not 
pretend  to  fay,  but  the  cells  of  this  mem¬ 
brane  or  tunica  communis,  are  fometimes 
filled  with  an  extravafated  ferum  confined 
ahfolutely  to  them,  not  affe&ing  the  dar- 
tos  or  any  other  part,  and  thereby  confli- 
tuting  a  difeafe  which  is  firidly  local  m. 

i  his  is  a  complaint  which  does  not  in 
general  give  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  uniefs 
it  arrives  to  a  very  large  fize,  and  being  by 
no  means  fo  frequent  as  either  of  the  other 

two 

m  “  J’ai  fbuvent  vu  des  tumeurs  aqueufe  grofle  comme 
“  des  grains  de  raizin  placees  d’efpace  en  efpace  !c  long  du 
“  cordon  fpermatique  accoinpagner  une  veritable  hydrocele 
“  placee  fur  le  corps  du  tefticule.  Le  Dran. 

The  firifc  part  of  this  paragraph  is  a  juft  and  true  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  hydrocele  of  the  cells  of  the  tunica  communis, 
when  not  much  diftended  ;  but  if  by  “  une  veritable  hydro¬ 
cele,”  Mr.  LeDran  means  that  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  his 
defcnpuon  of  it,  as  Une  tumeur  aqueule  placee  fur  le 
corps  gu  tefticule,  is  very  inexpreilive  and  inadequate, 
and  likely  to  convey  are  erroneous  idea  of  the  difeafe. 
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two  kinds  of  hydrocele,  it  is  in  general  but 
little  known  or  attended  to.  With  fome 
it  paftes  for  a  varix  of  the  fpermatic  chord, 
with  others  for  the  defcent  of  a  portion  of 
omentum,  which  having  contracted  an  ad- 
hefion  cannot  be  returned  :  thus  giving  but 
little  uneafinefs,  and  while  it  is  within  mo¬ 
derate  bounds  hindering  no  neceffary  action, 
they  who  have  it  reft  contented  with  a  fuf- 
penfory  bandage,  and  find  very  little  incon¬ 
venience  from  it;  ..  . 

Sometimes  indeed  it  arrives  to  fo  large  a 

*  ° 

fize,  and  gets  into  fuch  a  ftate,  as  to  be¬ 
come  an  object  of  furgery  and  require  our 
attention,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  following- 

J  O 

cafes. 

In  general,  and  while  it  is  of  a  moderate 
fize,  the  ftate  of  it  is  as  follows. 

The  fcrotal  bag  is  free  from  all  appear¬ 
ance  of  dife-afe,  except  that  when  the  fkin 
is  not  corrugated  it  fee  ms  rather  fuller, 
hangs  rather  lower  on  that  fide  than  on  the 
other,  and  if  fufpended  lightly  in  the  palm 
of  the  hand  feels  heavier ;  the  tefticle  with 
its  epididymis  is  below  the  fullnefs,  very 
diftindtly  to  be  felt,  neither  enlarged  nor 
any  way  altered  from  its  natural  ftate ;  the 
fpermatic  procefs  is  larger  than  it  ought'  to 
be,  and  feels  either  like  a  varix  of  the  vef- 

5  fels. 
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fels,  or  like  an  omental  rupture,  according 
to  the  different  fize  of  it  ;  it  has  a  pyra¬ 
midal  kind  of  form,  broader  at  bottom  than 
at  top  ;  by  gentle  and  continued  preffure 
it  feems  gradually  to  recede,  but  returns 
immediately  upon  removing  the  preffure, 
and  that  as  freely  in  a  fupine  as  in  an  eredt 
porture  ;  and  is  attended  with  no  pain  ex¬ 
cept  that  fmall  degree  of  it  which  arifes 
from  the  increafed  weight,  and  which  is 
not  felt  in  the  fcrotum  but  in  the  loins. 

If  the  load  is  confined  to  what  is  called 
the  Ipermatic  procefs,  the  opening  in  the 
abdominal  mufcle  is  not  dilated,  and  that 
part  of  the  procefs  which  paffes  through  it 
may  be  diftinguifhed ;  but  if  the  membrane 
which  inverts  the  fpermatic  veffels  within 
the  abdomen  is  affedted,  the  tendinous 

i 

aperture  is  then  enlarged,  and  the  fize  of 
the  diftended  membrane  palling  through  it 
produces  the  appearance  and  the  feel  of  an 
omental  rupture. 

CASE  IV. 

A  Gentleman  about  35  years  old,  came 
^  out  of  the  North  to  London,  for  the 
affiftance  of  Mr.  William  Sharpe,  in  the 
cafe  of  a  large  tumor  of  the  fcrotum  which 

he 
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he  Lid  had  been  coming  about  five  or  fix 
years. 

The  account  he  gave  of  it  was,  that  at 
fir  ft  it  was  fmall,  ealily  as  he  thought  put 
up,  but  came  down  again  immediately, 
which  he  attributed  to  his  not  being  fur- 
nilhed  with  a  proper  bandage;  at  the  end 
of  nine  months  or  rather  more,  he  found 
that  he  could  not  reduce  it  at  all,  whatever 
pains  he  took,  or  whatever  pofture  he  put 
himfelf  into,  and  from  this  time  its  increafe 
was  daily  more  apparent. 

The  cafe  was  lingular,  and  Mr.  Sharpe 
defired  me  to  fee  it  with  him. 

The  lcrotum  was  of  a  moft  prodigious 
iize,  it  hung  more  than  half  way  down  to 
his  knee,  it  was  very  ill  fupported  by  an 
aukward  bandage  of  his  own  making,  and 
toward  the  lower  part  much  ulcerated  from 
negledted  excoriations. 

The  tumor  was  very  different  to  the 
touch  in  different  parts  of  it;  in  feme  it 
was  hard,  in  others  fofter,  and  in  fome  it 
palpably  difeovered  a  thin  fluid  :  the  fper- 
matic  procefs  was  large  and  full  quite  up 
to  the  groin,  the  aperture  in  the  abdominal' 
mufcle  teemed  much  dilated  bv  it,  and 
when  he  coughed  the  whole  tumor  was  af- 
ieded  :  his  flools  were  regular,  his  appetite 

pretty 
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pretty  good,  his  urine  proper  in  quality* 
but  deficient  in  quantity,  and  he  made  no 
complaint  but  of  a  pain  in  his  back,  pro¬ 
ceeding,  as  we  fuppofed,  from  the  weight 
of  the  fcrotum,  and  of  a  languor  and  dif- 
piritednefs  which  he  could  not  account 
for. 

The  feel  of  fome  part  of  the  fwelling 
was  like  that  of  an  inteftinal  hernia,  in 
which  the  gut  does  its  office  in  the  fcro¬ 
tum,  and  there  is  no  ftribture  above ;  but 
fome  other  parts  were  fo  unlike  to  this,  and 
the  upper  part  toward  the  groin  was  fo 
large  and  fo  hard,  that  we  were  in  great 
doubt  concerning  the  true  nature  of  the 
contents. 

When  we  had  ffifficiently  examined  him 
in  an  eredt  poflure,  we  put  him  into  a  lu¬ 
pine  one,  which  produced  a  great  change 
in  appearances.  The  tumor  of  the  fcro¬ 
tum  became  manifeftly  lefs  and  fofter,  and 
feemed  by  retiring  to  occalion  a  large 
fwelling  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  belly,  jull 
above  the  os  iiion,  tending  backward  to¬ 
ward  the  region  of  the  kidney  ;  upon  con¬ 
tinued  preffure  the  contents  of  the  fcrotum 
feemed  to  recede  fill  more,  and  fill  as 
they  receded  the  fwelling  on  the  fide  of  the 
belly  increafed. 


When 
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When  we  were  got  to  a  certain  point, 
we  could  get  up  no  more ;  but  during  our 
endeavours  to  return  as  much  as  we  could, 
we  clearly  difcovered  that  the  tumor  of  the 
fcrotum,  and  that  within  the  belly,  were 
produced  by  the  fame  body  :  that  there  was 
a  palpable  fluctuation  of  a  fluid  from  one 
to  the  other,  which  feemed  to  communi¬ 
cate  freely  j  and  that  the  harder  parts  of 
the  fwelling  were  mere  indurations  of  the 
integuments  and  common  membrane. 

The  burden  was  fo  great  that  the  patient 
was  defirous  of  being  eafed  at  any  rate 
we  told  him  our  opinion,  our  fufpicions, 
our  fears,  and  what  hazard  might  be  in¬ 
curred  if  we  fhould  find  ourfelves  miftaken 
in  the  fir  ft  :  but  he  being  determined  to 
take  the  chance  of  relief  at  all  events,  and 
we  having  prepared  ourfelves  as  well  as  we 
could  for  whatever  might  happen,  made 
a  fmall  incifion  into  the  lower  and  anterior 
part  of  the  fcrotum. 

We  had  no  fooner  divided  the  fkin  than 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  clear  limpid  wa¬ 
ter  gufhed  forth,  of  which  we  catched 
about  a  quart ;  and  then  the  orifice  was 
ft  opt  by  fomething  which  thruft  itfelf  forth 
and  looked  like  a  piece  of  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  loaded  with  water :  we  cut  a  part  of 
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it  off,  and  gently  thruft  back  the  reft  with 
a  probe,  while  by  moderate  preffure  on  the 
tide  of  the  bellv  and  fcrotum,  we  drained 
off  eleven  Winchefter  pints  of  ferum. 

When  we  could  get  no  more  water  out 
eafily,  we  would  have  enlarged  the  wound ; 
but  our  patient  was  fo  lightned,  and  found 
himielf  fo  eafy,  that  he  would  not  fubmit 
to  it. 

The  fcrotum  it  is  true  was  confiderably 
leffened  by  the  incifion,  but  in  no  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  quantity  of  water  which  had 
been  drawn  off ;  the  whole  fpermatic 
procefs,  from  the  tefticle  quite  up  to  the 
belly,  was  ftiii  large  and  full,  and  the  ab¬ 
dominal  aperture  dilated  by  a  body  which 
feemed  topafs  through  it:  but  as  the  fwel- 
ling  on  the  fide  of  the  belly  could  not  now 
be  felt  in  any  pofture,  and  as  the  fcrotum 
was  reduced  to  inch  fize  as  to  be  eafily  fup- 
ported  by  a  bag-truis,  he  determined  to 
wait  and  fee  the  effete  of  what  had  already 
been  done. 

In  little  more  than  a  month  I  faw  him 
again,  his  fcrotum  was  as  full,  the  tumor 
in  the  belly  as  apparent,  the  fluctuation  as 
palpable,  and  his  burden  as  great  as  ever ; 
his  health  was  ftill  pretty  good  in  general, 
though  his  face  appeared  to  me  to  be  more 

pale 
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pale  and  wan,  and  he  complained  rather 
more  of  a  third:,  and  of  that  depreffion  and 
languor  which  I  mentioned  before. 

As  we  were  now  fure  of  the  nature  of 
the  contents,  we  laid  open  the  whole  fcro- 
tum  from  the  bottom  upward. 

The  lower  part  was  formed  into  a  cyd 
or  bag  by  the  prelfure  of  the  water  which 
was  difcharged  upon  the  introduction  of 
the  knife,  but  all  the  red  of  the  tumor  was 
made  by  a  diffufion  of  it  through  all  the 
cellular  druClure  of  the  tunica  communis, 
the  cells  of  which  were  all  loaded,  and 
much  enlarged  with  it  quite  up  to  the  groin, 
the  tedicle  being  very  didinCt  and  apparently 
free  from  difeafe. 

The  ferum  oufed  freely  from  all  parts  of 
it  by  gentle  preflure,  and  as  it  feemed  to 
fubfide  greatly  thereby,  we  medled  no  far¬ 
ther  with  it,  but  filled  the  incifion  lightly 
with  dry  lint,  and  fuipended  the  Whole  in 
a  bag-trufs. 

During  the  fird  two  or  three  days  the 
difcharge  of  water  was  condant  and  plen¬ 
tiful,  the  fore  was  as  might  be  expected 
crude  and  undigeded,  but  had  none  of  that 
inflammatory  hardnefs  and  fwelling,  which 
wounds  made  in  fuch  parts  in  healthy  fan- 
guine  people  generally  have  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary. 
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trary,  the  divided  lips  were  flaccid  and  foft, 
he  was  perfectly  free  from  pain  and  fever, 
and  except  the  circumftances  juft  menti¬ 
oned  of  third:  and  anxiety,  had  no  one  difa- 
greeable  fymptom. 

The  difcharge  of  water  continued  large, 
the  wound  neither  inflamed  nor  digefted, 
nor  on  the  other  hand  did  it  wear  any  face 
of  gangrene  or  mortification  ;  but  his  lan- 
gour  and  anxiety  increafing  hourly,  and  his 
wound  remaining  in  the  fame  unaltered 
ftate,  on  the  14th  day  from  the  laft  ope¬ 
ration  he  died. 

Upon  opening  his  body  we  found  all 
the  cellular  membrane  which  inverted  the 
fpermatic  veffels  within  the  belly,  loaded 
with  water,  and  diftended  in  a  very  irre¬ 
gular  manner,  from  their  origin  quite  down 
to  the  opening;  in  the  abdominal  mufcle  • 
at  this  place  it  was  contracted  into  a  round 
or  rather  flatned  body  of  lefs  lize,  but  rtill 
fo  large  as  to  dilate  the  opening  in  the  ten¬ 
don  coniiderably :  below  this  it  was  again 
expanded  and  dirtended  with  water  thro’ 
all  its  cells,  but  the  tefticle  and  its  tunica 
vaginalis  were  in  a  natural  and  found  ftate, 
and  perfectly  unaffected  by  the  difeafe. 

Was  it  the  large  difcharge  of  ferum,  or 
the  free  divifion  of  the  membranous  parts 

which 
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which  occafioned  this  gentleman’s  death  ? 
For  my  own  part  I  am  inclined  to  attribute 
it  to  the  former  ;  for  though  an  incifion 
made  in  parts  of  fuch  ftrudture,  and  fodif- 
eafed,  does  fometimes  prove  fatal,  yet  the 
parts  themfelves  in  fuch  cafe  generally  fhow 
by  a  gangrenous  or  mortified  appearance, 
what  fhare  fuch  operation  has  in  the  de- 
ftrudlion  of  the  patient. 

In  this  cafe  indeed  there  was  no  di~ 
geftion,  nor  any  of  that  degree  or  kind  of 
inflammation  which  u (bally  precedes  fup- 
puration ;  nor  on  the  other  hand  was  there 
any  appearance  like  gangrene  or  fphacelus, 
but  his  manner  of  dying  was  very  much 
like  that  of  thofe  who  are  deftroyed  by 
large  haemorrhages. 

CASE  V. 

A  Man  about  55  years  old  defired  me  to 
J  *  look  at  a  rupture  under  which  he  faid  he 
had  laboured  feveral  years.  For  the  greater 
part  of  that  time  he  had  worn  a  Ifeel-trufs, 
which  had  given  him  no  uneafinefs,  but 
had  never  kept  it  up  properly  ;  during  all 
that  time  he  never  had  any  fymptoms  of 
ifrifture  in  the  inteftinal  canal,  nor  had  it 
ever  increafed  in  fize,  or  altered  its  appear- 
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ance,  until  within  the  lad  three  or  four 
.  months,  when  he  had  been  perfuaded  to 
change  his  trufs  for  a  bandage  without  iron, 
and  to  make  ufe  of  an  external  application 
which  was  faid  to  be  infallible. 

What  the  application  was  I  know  not, 
but  its  effedl  was  an  excoriation  of  the 
groin  and  parts  about;  the  bandage  was 
made  of  dimity,  had  a  large  hard  bolder, 
and  was  buckled  on  very  tight. 

The  pain  it  gave  him  was  great,  but  he 
fubmitted  to  it  chearfully  at  fir  Id,  being  told 
that  the  medicines,  affided  by  the  preffure, 
would  foon  fhrink  up  a  piece  of  caul  which 
was  in  the  fcrotum,  and  free  him  from  all 
poffibility  of  a  return  of  his  difeafe ;  and 
that  after  that  was  done,  he  might  leave  off 
all  kind  of  bandage  and  do  as  he  pleafed. 

He  made  the  experiment  till  the  parts 
were  fo  much  fwelled,  and  the  pain  fo  great, 
that  he  could  bear  it  no  longer,  and  came 
to  me  for  affidance. 

The  fcrotum  was  much  inflamed  and 
fwelled,  the  groin  excoriated,  the  tedicle 
enlarged  bat  not  hard,  the  fpermatic  pro- 
eefs  quite  up  to  the  belly  full,  tight,  and 
fo  exquifitely  painful  and  tender,  that  he 
could  not  bear  the  mod  gentle  handling  ; 
he  had  no  obdrudion  in  his  dools,  nor  any 
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lymptom  of  the  confinement  of  any  part 
of  the  inteftinal  canal. 

t  * 

The  principal  information  which  I  could 
get  was  from  his  own  account,  for  he  could 
not  bear  the  flighted:  touch.  Whatever 
might  be  the  true  Hate  of  the  cafe,  it  was 
clear  that  the  firfh  thing  to  be  done  was  to 
get  eafe ;  I  therefore  bled  him  freely,  put 
him  to  bed,  ordered  him  a  glyfter  imme¬ 
diately,  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  of  a  purging 
mixture  every  two  hours,  until  he  had  had 
two  or  three  ftools,  and  then  to  take  a 
grain  of  extradt.  thebaic  :  I  wrapped  up 
the  whole  fcrotum  and  covered  the  groin, 
and  pubes  with  a  foft,  warm  pultice,  and 
put  him  on  a  bag-trufs. 

He  palled  the  day  in  a  very  unealy  rel¬ 
iefs  Hate,  and  in  the  evening  finding  his 
pulfe  not  at  all  lower  nor  his  pain  lefis,  and 
his  purging  mixture  having  operated  fuffici- 
ently,  I  ordered  his  opiate  to  be  repeated 
in  the  fame  dofe,  at  the  difrance  of  fix 
hours,  unlefs  he  firft  was  ealy  or  got  fleep, 
and  bled  him  again  fourteen  ounces. 

Forty-eight  hours  pafied  over,  and  he 
took  feven  grains  of  the  extract  thebaic, 
before  he  could  get  fleep  or  eafe,  and  when 
he  obtained  the  former  it  did  not  la flc  above 
three  or  four  hours;  however  he  awoke 
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much  eafie.r  and  refreshed,  his  pulfe  fofter 
and  his  perfpiration  free  :  the  parts  lefs 
inflamed  and  lei's  painful  to  the  touch, 
tho’  ftill  very  tender. 

His  pultice  was  renewed  after  fomen¬ 
tation,  and  he  was  directed  to  take  every 
fix  hours  a  draught  of  the  common  emul- 
fion,  with  nitre  and  fome  manna  diftblved 
in  it,  by  which  means  he  had  in  the  courfe 
of  tlie  third  day  two  more  ftools. 

By  thefe  means  in  the  fpace  of  fix  orfe- 
ven  days,  all  his  inflammatory  fymptorns 
were  removed,  and  the  parts  reduced  as  he 
thought  to  nearly  the  fame  ftate  in  which 
they  were  before  he  changed  his  bandage, 
that  is,  the  tefticle  was  of  its  natural  fize, 
but  the  procefs  large  and  full,  tho’  foft  and 
indolent,  and  feeling  very  like  to  a  fmall 
omental  rupture. 

For  greater  certainty  I  kept  him  to  his 
bed  a  day  or  two  more,  and  confined  him 
to  the  fame  low  regimen  with  an  open 
body. 

The  procefs  remained  ftill  in  the  fame 
ftate  .;  I  attempted  to  reduce  the  apparent 
rupture  but  without  fuccefs,  though  there 
was  no  fort  of  reafon  to  think  that  there 
was  the  leait  ftricture  made  on  it  by  the 
tendon  :  I  could  indeed  make  a  fmall  part 

of 
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©f  it  recede,  but  even  that  did  not  pafs  the 
opening  at  all  like  a  piece  of  omentum, 
created  none  of  that  fenfation  to  my  fin  ¬ 
gers,  nor  made  any  of  that  kind  of  noife 
which  the  return  of  a  portion  of  caul  into 
the  beliy  always  produces,  and  die  moment 
I  removed  my  fingers  it  fell  down  again, 
even  tho’  he  was  in  a  fupine  podure. 

In  fhort,  I  made  the  attempt  for  reduc¬ 
tion  fo  long  and  fo  often,  as  to  be  fatisfied 
that  it  was  not  reducible,  at  lead;  by  me. 

It  now  gave  him  no  pain  nor  uneafinefs 
of  any  kind,  and  having  already  fuffered 
fo  much  from  the  preflu  re  of  his  bandage, 
and  believing  from  the  attempts  which  I  had 
made  without  fuccefs  that  it  was  incapable 
of  reduction,  he  contented  himfelf  with  a 
common  fufpenfory  bag,  and  found  not  the 
lead  alteration  in  it  for  three  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  was  attacked  with  a 
peripneumony  which  carried  him  off. 

I  got  leave  to  examine  his  body,  and 
found  that  what  I  had  taken  for  a  portion 
of  omentum,  was  a  colle&ion  of  water  in 
the  cells  of  the  tunica  communis  of  that 
part  or  the  fpermatic  chord  which  was  on 
the  outfide  of  the  abdomen  ;  while  the  tefli- 
cie  and  tunica  vaginalis  were  in  a  natural 
date,  and  abfolutely  unaffected. 

E  3 
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Notwithftanding  the  account  the  patient 
gave  of  himfelf,  and  of  his  frequently  re¬ 
ducing  his  rupture,  I  am  much  inclined  to 
believe  that  he  never  had  one  and  that 
his  difeafe  was  from  the  firft  what  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  at  laid  :  there  was  not  the  lead 
lign  of  a  hernial  fac,  and  tho’  the  return  of 
fuch  fac  back  again  into  the  belly,  after  it 
has  been  in  the  groin  or  fcrotum,  is  a  thing 
much  talked  of  by  fome  late  writers,  I  do 
not  believe  it  ever  happened.  Ilis  fteel- 
trufs  did  not  prels  hard  enough  to  produce 
any  mifchief,  and  was  faid  not  to  keep  the 
rupture  up  ;  and  the  iymptoms  which  I 
found  him  labouring  under  were  occafioned 
merely  by  the  bandage  fubicituted  in  the 
place  of  the  trufs,  prefling  on  the  fperma- 
tic  veflels  and  loaded  membrane. 

p  •  u  •  v  ,,  '  ,  J  .  :x 

CASE  VI. 


A  Healthy  middle  aged  man  applied  to 
-fi-  me  one  day  while  I  was  d, -effing  in 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  and  Ihewed 
me  a  confiderable  fwelling  of  the  fcrotum. 
I  examined  it  and  told  him  I  believed  it 

l  .  •  *  -  t 

was  water ;  he  replied  that  he  knew  it  was, 
for  that  Mr.  Baker,  then  one  of  the  fur- 
geons  of  the  Weftminfter  Infirmary,  had 
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a  few  days  before  drawn  off  fome  by  punc¬ 
ture  with  a  lancet. 

Upon  hearing  this  I  examined  it  again, 
imagining  that  I  might  find  it  to  be  blood, 
a  circumftance  which  I  had  more  than 
once  feen  after  tapping  a  hydrocele ;  but 
ftili  it  appeared  to  me  to  have  all  the  cha- 
radteriPcics  of  water,  the  fkin  was  a  little 
thickned  by  the  infinuation  of  a  fin  all 

j 

quantity  of  fluid  into  the  dartos,  but  the 
tefticle  was  much  too  plain  to  be  felt  for  a 
hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  nor  was 
the  upper  part  of  the  procefs  in  that  fmall 
or  free  Plate  as  it  ufuallv  is  in  fuch  cafes. 

j 

I  took  him  into  the  hofpital  and  ordered 
him  to  keep  in  bed  till  the  next  day,  at 
which  time  I  palled  a  fmall  trochar  into 
the  anterior  part  of  the  tumor  a  little 
higher  than  ufual,  having  grafped  the  upper 
part  tight  to  prevent  hurting  the  tefticle : 
at  fir  ft  a  limpid  ferum  flowed  freely,  but 
that  foon  flopped,  and  I  was  neceffitated  to 
pafs  a  probe  frequently  up  the  canula  to 
get  away  the  remainder,  neither  could  I 

O  v 

by  that  means,  nor  by  prefifure,  reduce  the 
fcrotum  to  a  proper  fize  or  take  off  the 
fulnefs  of  the  procefs. 

1  ordered  the  parts  to  be  fomented  night 
and  morning,  the  whole  fcrotum  and  groin 

U  4  to 
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to  be  covered  with  a  foit  pultice,  and  a  fo- 
lution  of  manna  and  Glauber’s  fait  to  be 
taken  the  next  day. 

The  applications  were  continued  con- 
ftantly,  and  the  purge  repeated  every  fe- 
cond  or  third  day  for  a  fortnight  j  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  fwelling  was  as 
large  as  when  I  frit  faw  it. 

During  this  interval  1  frequently  examined 
the  parts,  and  always  found  the  telliclemuch 
more  free  and  independent  of  the  complaint 
than  I  had  ever  felt  it  in  a  hydrocele  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis.  It  appeared  to  me  from 
the  kind  of  fluid  which  had  already  been  let 
out,  and  from  the  prefent  appearance  of  the 


part,  that  no  cure  would  be  obtained  without 


laying  the  whole  open  ;  but  as  1  was  by  no 
means  certain  what  was  the  precile  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  or  in  what  ftate  the  parts 
might  be  found,  I  informed  the  man  that 
it  might  poffibly  become  neceffary  to  re¬ 


move  that  tcflicle  :  this  he  contented  to  if 
it  fhould  appear  fo,  and  I  immediately  made 
an  incifidn  through  the  fir  in  from  the  groin 
quite  down  as  low  as  the  tefticle,  intending 
if  I  found  the  fpermatic  jfrocefs  difeafed  to 


have  tied  and  removed  it. 

The  inciflon  was  followed  by  a  large 
difcharge  of  water,  not  only  from  the  lower 

parts 


the  H  Y  D R  O CELE,  &c.  57 

parts  where  it  was  collected  into  one  cavity, 
but  from  the  furface  of  the  whole  cellular 
membrane  covering  the  spermatic  procefs. 

Finding  the  tunica  communis  no  other 
way  difeafed  than  by  the  dirtention  of  its 
cells,  I  went  no  farther,  but  filled  the  in¬ 
ch!  on  lightly  with  dry  unformed  lint. 

For  three  or  four  days  a  large  quantity  of 
ferum  was  difcharged  through  the  lint,  but 
that  ceafing,  a  plentiful  fuppuration  fuc- 
ceeded,  in  confequence  of  which  all  the 
dwelling  and  fulnefs  fubfided,  and  in  due 
time  he  was  perfectly  cured,  without  any 
remains  of  his  diforder. 

In  making  the  incifion  J  was  particularly 
careful  not  to  go  fo  low  as  to  touch  the  tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis,  which  with  the  terticle  was 
abfolutely  *  unaffected. 

'  /  *  1 

SECT.  VI. 

The  Encysted  Hydrocele  of  the 

J 

Tunica  Communis. 

rT"'  H  I S  fpecies  of  hydrocele  has  its  feat 
JL  in  the  fame  part  as  the  preceding, 
viz.  the  tunica  communis,  or  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  which  inverts  the  fpermatic  veffels ; 
with  this  difference,  that  in  the  former  the 


water 


;8  P  ractical  Remarks  on 
water  is  diffufed  in  general  through  all  the 
cells  of  the  membrane,  whereas  in  this  it 
is  contained  in  one  cavity  only. 

If  any  of  the  three  kinds  of  hydrocele 
deferve  the  name  of  encyfted,  it  is  this  •,  the 
water  which  conftitutes  it  being  all  con¬ 
tained  in  a  bag  formed  as  all  the  coats  of  all 

encyfted  tumours  are,  viz.  by  mere  prefture 
of  the  common  membrane. 

It  is  a  complaint  by  no  means  infre¬ 
quent,  elpecially  in  children  and  young 
people  ;  it  was  very  well  known  to  many  of 
the  ancients,  and  has  been  very  accurately 
defcribed  by  fome  of  them,  "  though  later 
writers  have  often  miftaken  it  for,  and  re- 
prefented  it  as  a  fpecies  of  wind-rupture 
or  pneumatocele. 

It  moil  frequently  polTefTes  the  middle 
part  of  the  procefs  between  the  tefticle  and 
groin,  and  is  generally  of  an  oblong  figure ; 

whence 

11  By  Albucafts,  by  Celfus,  Paulus  yEgineta,  &c. 

Paulus  has  particularly  diftinguifhed  this  kind  of  hydro¬ 
cele  from  that  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  by  a  juft  defcription 
of  both.  “  vSi  humor  in  membrana  fupernata  coierit,  tu- 
“  moralterius  tefticuli  imaginem  exhibet. 

Quibus  in  erythroide  tunica  humor  comprehenfus  eh, 

tumor  rotundas  paululum,  et  ovi  modo  longiufculus  ; 
“  his  tefticulus  in  confpe&um  non  venit,  utqui  undiquaque 
“  fit  implicitas.*’ 

The  former  of  thefe  defcriptions  our  countryman  Peter 
Lowe,  moh  probably  copied  ;  who  fays  it  is  fometimes  in- 
dofed  in  a  membrane  and  appeared!  like  a  third  tefticle. 

*  »  4  »•  y  J  *  A.  t  •.  *  V  ■*  » 
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whence  it  has  been  compared  to  an  egg  by 
fome,  and  by  others  to  a  fi ill’s  bladder : 
whether  its  lize  be  large  or  fmall,  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  pretty  tenfe,  and  confequently  the 
fluctuation  of  the  water  within  it  is  not  im¬ 
mediately  perceptible  5  it  gives  no  pain, 
nor  unlefs  it  is  very  large  indeed  does  it 
hinder  any  neceffary  aCtion  ;  it  is  perfectly 
circumfcribed,  and  has  no  communication 
either  with  the  cavity  of  the  belly  above 
or  with  that  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  below 
it ;  the  tefticle  and  its  epididymis  are  per¬ 
fectly  and  diftinCtly  to  be  felt  beneath  the 
tumor,  and  abfolutely  independent  of  it ; 
the  upper  part  of  the  fpermatic  procefs  in 
the  groin  is  generally  very  clear  and  diftin- 
guithable  ;  the  tumor  does  not  retain  the 
impreffion  of  the  fingers,  and  when  lightly 
ftruck  upon  founds  and  feels  as  if  it  con¬ 
tained  only  air ;  it  undergoes  no  change  of 
figure  from  change  of  pofture ;  and  has 
no  efFeCt  on  the  difcharge  per  anum. 

Thefie  marks  will  be  fufficient  to  diftin- 
guifh  it  from  all  other  difeafes  which  affeCt 
the  fame  part,  while  it  is  Ample  and  un¬ 
combined  ;  but  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  prefent  complaint  is  found  in  the  fame 
fubjeCt,  and  on  the  fame  fide,  connected 
either  with  a  true  hernia,  or  with  a  hydro¬ 
cele 
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cele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  by  which  the 
cafe  is  rendered  complex  and  not  fo  eafy  to 
be  underftood. 

In  this,  as  in  every  other  cafe  where 
from  a  complication  of  lymptoms  or  ap¬ 
pearances,  a  combination  of  difeales  may 
be  fufpedted,  there  is  but  one  method  of 
inveftigating  the  truth  ;  which  is,  to  con¬ 
fide  r  carefully  what  difeafes  the  part  ag¬ 
grieved  is  naturally  liable  to,  what  the  dil- 
tincc  lymptoms  and  appearances  of  each  of 


thofe  are,  and  what  are  the  effects  of  the 


prefent  complaint. 


The  two  difeales 


w 


ith  which  this  kind 


of  h vdroceie  is  moll  likely  to  be  combined,, 
are,  as 


I  r\  i 
-A.  W.u  ■- 


.erore. 


a  hvdrocele  of  the 


tunica  vaginalis,  md  a 

parts  within  the  groin, 
and  fcrotum,  being  the 


true  hernia ;  the 
Ipermatic  procefs, 
feat  ot  each  of  the 


three. 

One  mark  or  charaderifcic  of  the  hydro  ¬ 
cele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  is,  that  it  pof- 
felfes  and  dilfends  the  lower  part  of  the 
fcrotum,  and  that  the  tefticle  being  nearly 
furrounded  by  the  water,  cannot  be  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  fingers  of  an  examiner ; 
whereas  in  the  encyfted  colledion  in  the 
chord,  the  tumor  is  always  above  the  tefti¬ 
cle,  which  is  perfectly  diftind,  and  plainly 

5  t0 
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to  be'  felt  below.  Tho’  the  fluid  in  a  hy¬ 
drocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  does  fo 
nearly  furround  the  tefticle  as  to  render  it 
not  eafily  diflinguilhable  in  any  point,  yet 
the  different  parts  of  the  tumor  have  a  very 
different  feel ;  for  inflance,  in  all  thofe  parts 
of  it  where  the  vaginal  coat  is  loofe  and 
feparate  from  the  albuginea,  the  fwelling 
is  loft  and  compreffible,  and  gives  a  clear 
idea  of  the  contained  water,  but  where 
the  tunica  vaginalis  and  albuginea  are  con¬ 
tinuous,  or  make  one  and  the  fame  mem¬ 
brane,  and  leave  no  cavity  between  them, 
that  is  on  the  middle  and  hinder  part,  there 
will  always  be  found  a  hardnefs  and  firm- 
nefs  very  unlike  all  thofe  where  the  dis¬ 
tance  between  the  two  coats  leaves  room  for 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  fluid  :  0  whereas 
the  hydrocele  of  the  chord  being  formed  in 
the  mere  cellular  membrane  of  it,  is  the 
fame  to  the  touch  in  all  parts,  and  feels  like 
a  diftended  bladder  through  every  point  of 
it. 

The  free  flats  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
Ipermatic  prccels,  the  gradual  accumula- 
lation  of  the  fluid,  and  confequently  the 

gradual 

°  Tunica  erythroides  naturae  nervofae,  in  gibba  quidem 
et  anteriore  e  tefticulo  libera  eft,  in  concava  et  pofteriori  ipfi 
adberefcit,  experitoneo  originem  trahens.  P.  yEgineta. 
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gradual  growth  of  the  tumor,  its  indolent 
and  unaltered  fcate,  its  being  abiblutely  ir¬ 
reducible  and  unaffected  either  by  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  coughing  or  fneezing,  and  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  foecal  difcharge  per  anum  will 
fufficiently  diftinguilh  it  from  an  inteftinal 
rupture,  and  he  who  mistakes  it  for  an 
omental  one  muft  have  a  very  fmall  fhare 
of  the  taCtus  eruditus. 

Now  though  there  may  not  always  be 
fuch  external  marks  as  may  to  the  eye  ex¬ 
plain  the  combination  of  any  of  thefe  dif- 
eafes  with  each  other,  yet  the  particular 
feat  and  fymptoms  of  each  being  known, 
and  the  fenfations  which  they  produce  to 
the  fingers  of  an  intelligent  examiner  being 
well  underftood,  when  fuch  mixed  cha- 
radleriftics  are  found  in  the  fame  fubjedt  we 
may  reafonably  conclude  the  cafe  to  be 
complex,  and  aft  accordingly. 

I  have  indeed  once  feen  an  encyfted  hy¬ 
drocele  fo  high  up,  as  to  render  the  feel  of 
the  fpermatic  veffels  very  oblcure  •,  but  then 
the  appearances  of  the  tefticle  below,  and 
the  abfencc  of  every  fymptom  which  could 
denote  a  flrifture  made  on  the  inteftine, 
were  fully  fufficient  to  prove  what  the  dif- 
eafe  was,  or  rather  what  it  was  not. 

Infants 
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Infants  are  much  more  fubject  to  this 
complaint  than  adults,  tho’  it  is  often  met 
with  in  the  latter. 

In  young  children  it  mod  frequently 
diffipates  in  a  little  time,  efpecially  if  af- 
ftfted  by  warmth  and  an  open  belly ;  the 
fudden  difappearance  which  it  is  liable  to, 
added  to  the  degree  of  tendon  it  often  has, 
have  produced  and  confirmed  the  miftake 
of  a  wind-rupture. 

If  it  does  not  difperfe,  the  point  of  a 
lancet  lets  out  the  water,  and  in  children 
mod;  frequently  proves  a  cure ;  in  adults 
fometimes  the  cyft  by  long  diftemion  is  be¬ 
come  fo  thick  as  to  require  being  divided 
through  its  whole  length,  which  when  ne- 
cefiary,  may  be  done  with  the  mod  per¬ 
fect  fafety. 

C  A  S  '  E  VII. 

A  Lad  about  16  years  old,  was  taken  in- 
x  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  with 
a  complaint  which  he  had  been  told  was  a 
rupture. 

The  tumor  was  large,  of  an  oblong  fi¬ 
gure,  began  juft  below  the  exit  of  the  fper- 
matic  procefs  from  the  belly,  arid  extended 
to  the  bottom  of  the  fcrotum  ;  but  in  the 

middle 


6 4  Practical  Remarks  on 

middle  of  it  was  a  kind  of  depreffion  or 
ftridture,  which  feemed  to  divide  it  into 
nearly  equal  parts. 

The  upper  part  was  fo  high,  that  I  could 
by  no  means  feel  the  procefs  diftinftly ; 
and  though  there  was  palpably  a  fluid  in 
the  whole  of  it,  yet  the  upper  and  lower 
parts  did  not  feem  to  communicate  with 
each  other,  at  leail  the  fluctuation  was  not 
manifefl: ;  he  had  no  fymptoms  of  a  true 
hernia,-  and  the  account  he  gave  of  its 
gradual  formation  flill  more  convinced  me 
that  it  was  principally,  if  not  totally 
water. 

I  pierced  the  lower  part  of  the  tumor 
carefully  with  the  point  of  a  lancet,  and 
drew  off  near  half  a  pint  of  yellow  ferum ; 
by  which  means  the  fcrotum  became  im¬ 
mediately  empty  and  rugous,  and  the  tef- 
ticle  clear  and  diftinguiihable  :  but  the  up¬ 
per  part  remained  as  large  and  full  as  be¬ 
fore  the  pun&ure,  and  the  bag  which 
feemed  to  contain  the  fluid  as  tenfe ;  nor 
could  I  by  any  means  obtain  one  drop 
more  from  the  opening  below. 

The  next  day  I  ordered  him  a  bride 
purge,  which  operated  well,  and  two  or 
three  days  after  being  fatisfled  that  the  in- 
tefline  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  I 

thruft; 


the  H  YDRO  C E  L  E,  &c.  65 

thru  ft  a  lancet  into  the  anterior  part  of  the 
upper  tumor,  by  which  means  a  quantity 
of  clear  limpid  ferum  was  di ('charged,  and 

the  whole  {’welling  immediately  dilap  - 
peared,  leaving  the  procefs  perfectly  free 

and  diftinguifhable. 

In  a  few  days  he  left  the  hofpital,  and 
at  the  end  of  a  year  or  a  little  more,  he 
came-  to  me  again,  with  the  lower  part 
of  the  ferotum  full,  but  no  appearance 
of  the  former  tumor  above ;  in  fhert,  his 
fir  ft  ftafe  was  a  complication  of  the  en- 
cyfted  hydrocele  of  the  chord  with  that  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis :  the  former  had 
never  returned  fince  the  firft  pimdture,  the 
latter  was  as  full  as  ever. 

Conlidering  the  dad’s  age  and  tempera¬ 
ment,  I  advifed  him  to  fubmit  to  the  ra¬ 
dical  cure  by  incifion ;  which  was  per¬ 
formed,  and  he  got  'well  in  fix  or  feven 
weeks,  nor  has  he  had  any  return  of  either 
difeafe  fince. 

CASE  VIII. 


Man  about  35,  who  had  for  fome  years 
been  troubled  with  a  hydrocele  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis,  which  had  often  been 

E  emptied 
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x  )  i  ,  *7 

t 

emptied  by  puncture,  came  to  rpe  for, 
advice. 

The  fwelling  in  the  fcrotum  he  Paid  was 
now  about  one  third  as  big  as  when  he 
uied  to  have  it  tapped  ;  it  was  not  tenfe, 
was  of  an  irregular  figure,  and  plainly 
contained  a  fluid  ;  but  it  was  not  on  ac- 

\  .  ,  '1  V 

count  of  this  that  he  applied  to  me. 

Within  two  months  pad  he  had  difco- 
vered  another  little  tumor  higher  up  to¬ 
ward  his  groin,  and  perfeddv  didinct  from 
the  lower  one  ;  it  was  about  the  dze  of  the 
larged  French  walnut,  and  of  an  oblong 
figure ;  was  abfolutely  indolent,  very  tenfe, 
and  left  the  procefs  at  its  ex'it  from  the  ab- 
domen  perietdly  free. 

From  the  appearance  which  the  fw el- 
lings  made,  and  from  the  account  of  the 
patient,  I  made  no  doubt  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  cafe,  viz.  that  the  upper 
tumor  was  made  by  a  collection  of  water 
in  a  cyd  formed  in  the  tunica  communis, 
and  that  the  lower  one  was  a  true  hydrocele 
of  the  vaginal  coat  of  the  tedicle. 

Upon  this  prefumption  I  pierced  the  up¬ 
per  with  a  lancet,  and  let  out  a  fmall  wine 
glais  of  clear  limpid  ferumj  the  tumor  im¬ 
mediately  fubfided  and  left  the  whole  pro- 
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cefs  free,  but  the  lower  fwelling  was  not 
at  all  affedted  by  what  had  been  done. 

The  pundture  was  well  in  a  day  or  two, 
and  the  hydrocele  of  the  vaginal  coat  not 
being  full  enough  to  be  at  all  troublefome, 
he  would  not  have  any  thing  done  to  that  at 
prefent. 

At  the  end  of  about  nine  months  he  fent 
for  me  again  ;  his  hydrocele  was  full  and 
large,  but  he  had  not  the  leaf!  remains  of 
the  tumor  in  the  procels. 

The  water  was  let  out  by  pundture  as 
nfual,  and  has  been  feveral  times  fince ; 
but  he  has  never  feen  any  thing  more  of 
the  colledtion  in  the  chord. 


CASE  IX. 


Lad  about  14  years  old  was  brought 


*  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital  for  a 
rupture,  which  a  furgeon  who  had  feen 
him  at  home,  had  told  his  friends  was  in  a 
fituation  to  admit  no  delay,  and  it  being 
my  week  I  was  fent  for  immediately. 

I  found  a  large  tumor,  full  and  tight, 
poifeiling  the  whole  lpermatic  procefs  and 
fcrotum,  from  the  groin  quite  down  to  the 
tefhcle,  which  was  independent  of  it,  and 
perfectly  diftinguifhable. 


F  2 


/ 


As 
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As  he  lay  on  his  back  it  was  perfectly 
indolent,  but  in  an  eredt  pofture,  or  in  Hoop¬ 
ing  he  complained  of  pain,  it  was  not  ten¬ 
der  to  the  touch  unlefs  p relied  hard,  and 
was  nearly  of  equal  fize  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom  ;  it  prelied  fo  hard  againft  the  ab¬ 
dominal  aperture,  that  1  could  by  no  means 
feel  the  fpermatic  procefs  difundtly,  he  faid 
it  had  appeared  within  a  week,  and  that  he 
had  had  no  lloois  for  five  days. 

Some  of  thefe  were  circumftances  ofinir 
portance,  and  might  have  palled  for  lymp- 
toms  of  a  ftrangulated  hernia  ;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  his  pulfe  was  foft,  calm  and 
quiet,  and  his  fie  in  cool,  he  had  neither 
tight  belly,  naufea,  hiccough,  nor  vomiting, 
nor  any  other  fymptom  either  general  or 
particular,  (the  want  of  lloois  excepted) 
which  could  be  thought  to  indicate  a  ftric— 
ture  made  on  the  inteftinal  canal. 

From  the  mere  appearance,  and  from  the 
feel  of  the  fwelling,  I  lhould  have  thought 
it  to  have  been  owing  to  water;  but  the 
difficulty  of  diftinguiLhing  the  fpermatic 
procefs  above,  and  the  freedom  of  the  tef- 
ticle  below,  made  me  hefitate  a  little. 

But  though  I  was  in  fome  doubt  con¬ 
cerning  the  precile  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
yet  it  was  very  clear  that  there  was  no  ne- 
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belli  ty  for  an  immediate  operation ;  there¬ 
fore  having  found  that  nothing  could  be 
returned  into  the  belly,  I  ordered  fixteen 
ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  his  arm, 
a  glyfter  to  be  thrown  up  immediately,  and 
two  fpoonfuls  of  a  purging  mixture  to  be 
taken  every  two  hours  until  he  fhould  have 
feme  ftools. 

He  took  his  mixture  only  twice,  and  had 
fix  large  ftools  that  afternoon  ;  and  when  1 
faw  him  the  next  morning  he  was  perfectly 
well  in  health,  but  the  tumor  exactly  the 
fame  in  every  refpedt. 

1  examined  it  again  carefully,  and  was 
Rill  more  pofitive  that  it  contained  a  fluid ; 
but  whether  that  fluid  was  in  the  tunica 
communis,  or  in  a  hernial  fac,  I  could  by 
no  means  be  clear  :  however  as  there  was 
no  poffible  method  of  getting  rid  of  it  but 
by  an  opening,  I  determined  to  make  it 
with  fuch  caution  as  to  be  prepared  for 
whatever  might  happen. 

Accordingly  1  made  a  fmall  incifion  into 
the  anterior  and  lower  part;  when  I  had 
divided  the  flein  and  cellular  fubftance,  I 
found  a  Arm  hard  membrane  which  I  took 
for  the  fac  cf  a  hernia,  this  I  divided  with 
the  lame  caution,  and  gave  dilcharge  to  a 
eonfiderable  quantity  of  limpid  ferum,  upon 

F  3  which 


yo  Practical  Remarks  on 

which  the  whole  fwelling  immediately  fufe-* 
Tided,  the  fpermatic  procefs  appeared  in  a 
natural  Hate,  and  the  opening  in  the  ten¬ 
don  undilated. 

The  incilion  was  dreffed  fuperficially* 
and  healed  in  a  few  days. 

In  lefs  than  half  a  year  he  came  to  me 
again,  with  the  fwelling  as  large  and  in 
every  refpedt  circumftanced  as  before  ;  his 
habit  was  fo  good,  and  I  fo  well  re  mem  - 
bred  the  toughnefs  of  the  cyft  at  the  firl! 
opening,  that  I  made  no  fcruple  of  advifing 
him  to  have  it  laid  open  through  its  whole 
length,  this  he  fubmitted  to  and  obtained 
a  perfect  cure. 

% 

SEC  T.  VIL 

The  Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica 
Vaginalis  Testis. 

TH  E  third  fpecies  of  this  difeafe  is 
that  which  is  confined  to  the  cavity 
of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  or  bag  which 
loofely  envelopes  the  tefticle. 

In  the  anatomical  account  of  this  coat- 
it  has  been  obferved,  that  in  a  natural, 
healthy  ftate,  its  cavity  always  contains  a 
(mall  quantity  of  a  fine  fluid,  exhaled  from 

capillary 
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capillary  arteries,  and  constantly  abforhed 
by  veiTels  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

This  fluid  in  the  natural  fmall  quantity. 
Serves  to  keep  the  tunica  albuginea  moiSt, 
and  to  prevent  ah  adhefion  between  it  and 
the  vaginalis,  a  coniequence  which  fome- 
times  follows  from  fitch  a  difeafed  State  of 
thefe  parts  as  prevents  the  due  fecretion  of 
it  on  the  contrary,  if  the  depofltion  be 
too  large,  or  if  by  any  means  the  abforp- 
tion  of  it  is  prevented,  it  is  daily  and  gra¬ 
dually  accumulated,  and  by  distending  the 
containing  bag*  forms  the  difeafe  in  quef- 
tion. 

The  two  preceding  fpecies  of  hydrocele 
have  their  feat  in  the  tunica  communis  of 
the  Spermatic  veflels,  one  by  a  general  dif¬ 
fusion  of  water  through  all  the  cells  of  the 
membrane*,  the  other  by  a  collection  of  it 
in  one  particular  bag  or  cySt  *  but  that 
which  makes  bur  prefent  fubjedt  has  no 
concern  or  connection  with  that  membrane, 
hut  is  abfolutely  confined  to  the  cavity  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis p. 

F  4  It 

p  Fallopius  thdugh  unacquainted  with  the  real  and  true 
brigin  and  nature  ot  this  difeaie,  anti  fuppofmg  its  manner 
of  produ&ion  to  be  very  unlike  what  it  really  is,  has  yet 
given  a  very  juft  account  of  the  appearances  both  of  this 
and  the  former,  Alia  vero  eft  hernia  aquofa  in  qua  aqua 
diftillat  per  vafa  et  venas  occulto  modo  ac  fenfim  ad  fcroh 

turn. 
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It  is  a  difeafe  from  which  no  time  of 
life  is  exempt ;  not  only  adults  are  fubjedt 
to  it,  but  very  young  children  are  affiidted, 
and  infants  fometimes  born  with  it. 

Ruyxch  is  ot  opinion  that  a  varicous  hate 
of  the  fpermatic  veil  els  is  often  the  caufc 
of  it  in  adults;  what  foundation  there  may 
be  for  fuch  conjecture  I  know  not,  but  from 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe  it  is  pretty  clear, 
that  whatever  tends  to  increafe  the  fecre- 
tion  of  the  fluid  into  the  facculus  beyond 
the  neceflary  frnall  quantity,  or  to  prevent 
its  being  carried  off  by  the  proper  abforb- 
ent  velfels,  mu  it  contribute  to  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  it,  which  is  in  general  fo  gradual 
and  flow,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  void  of 
pain,  that  the  patient  feldom  attends  to  it 
until  it  is  of  fome  flze  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
it  fmetimes  happens,  that  its  progrefs  is 
very  quick,  and  I  have  feen  it  produced  in 
a  very  few  days  from  external  yiolence. 

The 

turn.  Hacc  autem  dt  duplex  alia  in  qua  continetur  aqua  in 
membratia  adnata ,  et  in  proprio  folliculo^alia  in  qua  conti- 
netur  in  inguinali  tunica  qu:e  veftit  teitem.  (Sognofcitur 
aquam  efle  in  tunica  adnata  quia  feparatur  te.fi  is  a  parte  aquofa 
7n anib ns  ;  praeterea  ida  hernia  habebit  propriam  circum- 
fcriptionem,  aliquando  rotundam  aliquando  ovalem.  Si 
autem  fit  in  vaginali  tunica,  non  podumus  amplius  arripere 
et  diftinguere  teilem  ab  hernia,  quoniam  in  eodem  loco  Qt, 
aqua  et  teftes  funt  conftituti.  Fallopius, 
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The  fize  and  figure  of  it  are  various  in 
different  people,  and  under  different  cir- 
cum dances  in  general  at  its  firft  begin¬ 
ning  it  is  rather  round,  but  as  it  increafes 
it  fo  me  times  affumes  a  pyriform  kind  of 
fhape,  having  its  largeft  extremity  down¬ 
ward  :  fometimes  it  is  very  hard  and  in- 
compreffible,  at  others  fo  little  fo,  that  in 
its  very  early  date  the  tedicle  may  eafdy  be 
felt  through  the  fluid.  It  is  perfectly  in¬ 
dolent,  and  what  many  writers  have  faid 
concerning  its  tranfparency  as  its  great  cha- 
radteridic,  is  by  no  means  to  be  depended 
upon  :  in  fome  few  cafes  indeed  in  which 
the  tunica  vaginalis  and  fcrotum  are  natu¬ 
rally  very  thin,  and  the  collection  made  fo 
Quick  as  not  to  give  the  facculus  time  to 
become  thick,  there  is  a  kind  of  tranflu- 
cency,  but  as  I  nave  jtid  find,  it  is  not  to 
be  depended  upon  ‘k 

1  he  colour  of  the  fluid  is  alto  different, 
fometimes  it  is  of  a  pale  yellow  or  draw 

colour, 

q  circuinftance  of  tranfparency,  tho’  a  very  fallible 

one,  is  almoft  the  only  one  which  I  find  many  people  look 
for,  and  are  determined  by ;  of  all  the  charatteriftics  of  the 
oifeafe,  it  is  the  moft  uncertain  :  the  various  colour  and  con¬ 
fluence  of  the  fluid,  and  the  texture  and  complexion  of  the 
ffcin  and  membrane,  render  it  necefiarily  fo.  There  are 
many  other  marks  which  are  much  more  to  be  depended 
upon,  and  which  all  practitioners  fliculd  be  well  acquainted 

..utn,  ctheiwLe  tuev  may  tali  into  very  pernicious  and  diC 
graceful  blunders. 


\ 


74  Practical  Remarks  on 

colour,  fometimes  it  is  inclined  to  a  green, 

and  fometimes  ft  is  brown  and  turbid. 

.?  .  . 

If  the  water  is  in  any  considerable  quan¬ 
tity  the  tefticle  cannot  be  diftinguifhed,  but 
the  fpermatic  procefs  may  almoft  always 
be  felt  in  the  groin  of  its  natural  fize,  and 
the  vefiels  in  a  natural  hate  ;  this  is  moft 
frequently  the  cafe,  but  I  have  feen  the  bag 
fo  full,  and  diftended  up  fo  high,  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  diftinsft  perception  of  the  procefs  : 
the  fame  obfcurity  has  been  produced  by 
the  addition  of  an  encyfted  collection  in  the 
chord,  and  by  the  addition  of  a  hernia  in- 
tefdnalis. 

The  idea  which  many  people  form  of 
this  difeafe,  as  of  a  bag  full  of  water  in. 
the  middle  of  which  the  tefticle  is  fuf- 
pended,  is  erroneous,  and  may  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  mifchievous  confequences,  as  it  may 
induce  a  belief  that  every  part  of  the  tumor 
is  equally  proper  for  perforation,  when  the 

water  is  to  be  drawn  off. 

« 

Whoever  will  make  himfelf  acquainted 
with  the  difpolition  of  the  tefticle  in  its  va¬ 
ginal  coat,  and  their  mutual  connexion, 
will  fee  that  in  one  particular  place  they 
are  fo  infeparably  a  part  of  each  other,  that 
it  is  impoffible  for  any  fluid  to  infinuate  it- 
felf  between  them  there  ;  but  that  in  every 

other 
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other  part  they  are  abfolutely  unconnected 
and  To  diftant,  that  from  the  great  disabi¬ 
lity  of  the  tunic  a  very  large  quantity  may 
be  collected r. 

In  a  hydrocele  which  is  tolerably  full, 
the  place  of  this  union  is  the  pofterior 
and  middle,  or  rather  the  pofterior  and 
fuperior  part  of  the  tumor  ;  a  punCture 
made  in  this  part  can  do  no  fervice,  as  it 
will  not  reach  the  water,  and  therefore  can¬ 
not  anfwer  the  intention  for  which  it  ought 
to  be  made,  viz.  the  difcharge  of  it,  but 
it  may,  and  mod  probably  wrould  wound 
the  tefticle  or  its  epididymis,  and  thereby 
be  the  occafton  of  bad  fymptoms  and  unne¬ 
cessary  hazard  j  whereas  an  opening  made 
in  any  other  part  of  the  whole  tumor,  will 
certainly  let  out  the  water,  and  is  as  cer¬ 
tainly  free  from  all  kind  of  danger. 

This  connexion  between  the  two  tunics  8 
at  the  upper  and  hinder  part,  is  the  reafon 

why 

r  “  Humor  magna  ex  parte  in  tunica  erythroide  appellata 
tefticulum  ambiente  in  partem  anteriorem  colligitur,  quapotij - 
fimum  7ne?nbrana  ilia  a  tefticulo  feparatur.  P.  yEginet. 

-Mr.  Le  Dran,  whofe  character  in  practical  furgery  ftands 
high,  feems  to  me  to  be  lefs  clear  in  his  idea  and  definition 
of  this  difeafe,  than  of  any  other  ;  his  words  are  “  Une  vef- 
“  fie  aqueufe  placee  fur  Pun  de  tefdcules  auquel  elle  eft  ad- 
“  herente,  et  comme  elle  devient  quelquefois  tres  grofte 
“  remplit  prefque  tout  le  fcrotum.”  This  does  not,  at 
leaft  to  me,  convey  an  idea  of  its  feat  being  within  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis. 

9  I  mean  the  vaginalis  and  albuginea. 
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why  in  a  Ample  hydrocele  of  the  vaginal 
coat,  that  part  of  it  feels  fo  very  uniike  to 
all  the  others,  in  which  the  great  diftance 
between  the  tunica  vaginalis  and  tefticle* 
being  occupied  by  the  extravafated  fluid, 
produces  to  the  Angers  of  an  examiner  a 
fenfation  very  different  from  that  which 
arifes  from  the  touch  of  them  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  each  other. 

This  is  a  circumftance  by  which  the  Am¬ 
ple  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  may 
always  be  diftinguilhed  both  from  the  ana- 
farcous  tumor  of  the  fcrotum,  and  from 
the  encyfted  collection  in  the  chord  3  the 
former  being  every  where  equally  tumid 
and  foft,  and  every  where  equally  receiving 
and  retaining  the  impreflion  of  the  Angers, 
the  latter  though  circumfcribed,  and  not 
very  compreflible,  yet  does  not  pit,  and  is 
alike  to  the  touch  in  all  parts  of  it. 

An  indurated  or  fchirrhous  tefticle  has 
very  frequently  a  quantity  of  water  lodged 
in  its  vaginal  coat,  a  circumftance  not  to 
be  wondered  at  3  the  difeafed  ftate  of  the 
parts  will  fufticiently  account  for  the  ab- 
forbent  veflels  not  executing  their  ofiice, 
and  for  the  fluid  being  therefore  accumu¬ 
lated  3  but  tho’  part  of  this  mixed  tumor 
is  undoubtedly  owing  to  water,  and  that 

water 
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water  is  certainly  lodged  in  the  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis,  yet  it  is  a  very  different  difeafe 
from  the  true  fimple  hydrocele  of  the  lame 
coat,  and  ought  not  to  he  confounded  with 
it ;  one  of  the  diftinguilhing  marks  of  the 
latter  being  the  natural,  foft,  healthy  ftate 
of  the  tefticle,  and  its  induration  and  dif- 
eafed  inlargement  the  charadteriftic  of  the 
former. 

This  is  a  point  of  more  confequence  than 
perhaps  it  may  at  firft  feem  to  be,  it  re¬ 
gards  not  only  the  definition,  but  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  two  difeafes,  and  being  rightly 
underilood  and  attended  to  or  not,  may  be 
productive  of  much  good  or  ill. 

By  moft  of  the  writers  on  this  fubjedt r, 
we  are  advifed  in  operating  for  the  radical 
cure  of  an  hydrocele,  to  regard  the  ftate  of 
the  tefticle,  and  if  we  find  it  enlarged  or 
putrid,  or  covered  with  hard  or  fungous 
flelh,  to  remove  it  immediately,  which 
advice  within  proper  limitation  is  certainly 
good  ;  a  tefticle  fo  circumftanced  had  bet¬ 
ter 

'  Difpi  ciendum  quoque  porro  eft,  num  tefticulus  tume- 
faftus  aliquam  materiam  fiuidam  intus  ccritineat,  &c.  Sed 
ft  forte  ftmul  nimis  jam  turn  induratus,  vel  corruptus  idem 
inveniatur,  predifta  ratione  ligand  us  et  refecandus,  ne  in 
carcinoma  forte  a  be  at. 

Namque  ubi  forte  vel  putredo,  vel  fchirrus,  vel  alia  qux- 
dam  corruptio  vehemens  tefticulum  invafit  falutarkis  ek- 
fcindere,.  Heifter, 

And  almoft  every  writer  on  the  fubjeft. 
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ter  be  removed  than  not :  but  this  has  really 
nothing  to  do  with  the  fimple  hydrocele, 
it  relates  only  to  the  fchirrons  and  cance-? 
rous  teftis  :  when  thefe  difeafes  are  the 
fubjedt  of  confideration,  it  makes  a  very 
necelFary  part  4>f  our  obfervation,  but  has 
no  concern  with  our  prefen t  fubjedt,  and 
it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  which  would  betray  a 
man’s  ignorance  mod,  the  undertaking  the 
cure  of  a  colledtion  of  water  with  a  dif- 
eafed  teflicle,  by  the  mere  divifion  of  the 
vaginal  coat,  or  the  not  knowing,  previous 
to  fuch  attempt,  that  this  was  the  date  of 
the  parts  within. 

The  truth  is,  our  forefathers  in  this  in- 
jftance  miftook  an  efifedt  for  a  caufe  •,  they 
firft  fuppofed  the  extravafated  fluid  to  be  of 
a  noxious  kind  or  difpofition,  and  then 
imagined  that  the  teflicle  was  tainted  and 
became  difeafed  by  fwimming  in  it  •,  where¬ 
as  the  truth  is  juft  the  reverfe,  the  teflicle 
is  firft  difeafed,  and  the  faculty  of  regular 
abforption  being  thereby  impaired,  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  ferum  is  accumulated  in  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  and  produces  that  mixed  appear¬ 
ance  which  fome  people  have  not  impro* 
perly  called  hydro-larcocele  :  but  in  this 
the  extravafation  of  water  is  really  the  con- 

fequence, 

i 
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Sequence,  and  neither  is,  nor  can  be  the 
caui'e  of  fuch  hate  of  the  teflicle. 

They  who  choofe  it  may  call  this  a  fpe- 
cies  of  hydrocele,  and  the  literal  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  word  will  certainly  vindicate 
them ;  but  they  will  by  that  means  run  the 
rifque  of  confounding  together  two  things 
extreamly  unlike  to  each  other,  and  which 
require  very  different  treatment :  the  truq 
fimple  hydrocele  in  which  the  teflicle  is 
foft  and  found,  admitting  many  things  to 
be  done  to  it  with  perfect  fafety,  which 
are  feldom  attempted  upon  the  other  with¬ 
out  hazard 

it  may  indeed,  and  does  fometimes  be¬ 
come  neceffary  to  let  the  water  out  from 
the  vaginal  coat  of  an  indurated  teificle; 
but  it  ihould  never  be  done  without  necef- 
fity,  and  always  under  a  guarded  prognoftic, 

left 

!i  I  have  twice  feen  very  terrible  fymptoms  follow  upon 
an  opening  being  made  into  the  vaginal  coat  of  afchirrhous 
teflicle  ;  the  cafes  were  nearly  alike  in  their  appearance  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  operation,  as  well  as  in  the  fymptoms  which 
followed  it.  f  ne  teflicle  in  each  was  hard,  unequal,  and 
beginning  to  be  painful,  with  a  moderate  quantity  of  water 
in  the  tunica  vaginalis  ;  both  patients  had  been  advifed  by 
myfelf  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  profeflion,  either  to  let 
them  alone,  or  to  have  the  whole  difeafe  removed  at  once  by 
caftration  :  they  both  applied  to  advertifing  operators,  who 
either  from  ignorance,  or  a  worfe  motive  opened  them  ;  the 
pain  and  Other  fymptoms  which  followed  proved  fatal  to 
one,  and  rendered  caftration  immediately  neceflary  to  the 
.Other. 
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left  the  patient  fhould  not  only  be  difap- 
pointed  in  his  expedation  of  a  cure,  but 
experience  other  incovenience  which  he 
had  no  apprehenfion  of :  whereas  in  the 
true  ftmple  hydrocele,  neither  patient  nor 
furgeon  have  any  reafon  to  be  uneafy  w. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  juft  definitions,  and 
accurate  diftindions  of  difeafes  are  very  ne- 
ceffary  toward  underftanding  them  rightly, 
as  well  as  toward  finding  out  the  raoft  pro¬ 
per  method  of  attempting  their  relief ;  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  much  better  to  confider 
this  ftate  of  thefe  parts  as  it  really  is,  viz. 
as  an  effed  of  a  difeafed  tefticle,  and  not  as 
a  hydrocele ;  by  which  means  we  fhall  affix 
two  diftind  ideas  to  two  very  different  dis¬ 
orders. 

I  muft  defire  that  what  I  have  hitherto 
faid  may  be  confidered  as  relative  to  that 
kind  of  difeafe  which  affeds  the  body  or 
vafcular  part  of  the  tefticle,  and  not  to  an 
enlargement  or  induration  of  the  mere  epi¬ 
didymis  ;  thefe  are  very  different  com¬ 
plaints, 

w  See  alfo  in  Hildanus  an  infiance  of  the  bad  effect  of 
dividing  the  vaginal  coat  of  a  true  farcocele.  “  Incifo  fero- 
to  plurimum  efiluxit  aqua?,  hinc  primo  fubfedit  ferotum., 
poll  paucos  tamen  dies  fecutus  eft  dolor,  vehemens  inflam- 
matio,  et  cancrofumulcus  maximeque  malignum,  quodqu  e 
adeo  impetuofe  adjacentes  partes  occupavit,  ut  ipftus  ma- 
lignitas  nullo  inodo  arceri  poffit,  fed  intra  paucos  dies  ma- 
ximo  cum.  cruciatu  e  vita  deceffit.  Hildanus* 
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plaints,  both  in  their  nature  and  confe- 
quences  ;  the  former  is  a  di  (order  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  tedicle,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  terminates  in  a  painful  cancer ; 
the  latter  comprehends  the  epididymis  on¬ 
ly,  and  very  feldorn  gives  any  material 
trouble.  ,  . 

Every  practitioner  knows,  that  after  a  ve¬ 
nereal  hernia  humoralis  as  it  is  called,  an 
induration  and  inlargement  of  the  epidi¬ 
dymis  is  often  left,  and  remains  for  years, 
nay  fometimes  for  life,  without  giving  the 
patient  any  uneafinefs ;  an  hydrocele  may 
be  formed  in  the  vaginal  coat  of  a  tedicle 
fo  circumdanced,  but  fuch  date  of  the 
epididymis  mud  not  be  regarded  as  condi- 
tuting  a  difeafed  or  fchirrous  tefticle,  or  as 
requiring  any  particular  attention  in  the 

treatment  of  the  hydrocele,  which  may  be 
tapped,  or  even  laid  open  for  a  radical  cure 
with  great  fafety,  notwithdanding  fuch 
date  of  the  epididymis.  It  is  indeed  a 
matter  of  great  confequence  to  didinguilh 
clearly  the  true  Ample  hydrocele,  from  all 
thofe  difeafes  to  which  it  may  be  thought 
to  bear  home  refemblance,  by  affecting 

nearly  the  fame  parts,  and  with  which 
it  may  accidentally  be  combined ;  the 

accounts  to  be  obtained  from  patients  of 

G  1  the 
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the  origin  and  progrefs  of  their  diforders, 
are  in  general  fo  imperfedt  and  unfatisfac- 
tory,  that  they  are  more  apt  to  miflead 
than  to  inform  ;  it  is  to  the  anatomy  of  the 
parts,  and  to  the  fymptoms  of  difeafes,  that 
we  mud  have  recourfe  for  fatisfadtion  and 
certainty ;  thefe  well  underftood  and  atten¬ 
tively  coniidered,  will  feldom  deceive. 
On  this  account  I  hope  to  be  excufed  put¬ 
ting  together  in  one  paragraph  thofe  marks 
or  charadters  of  this  difeafe,  which  have 
been  mentioned  unconnedtedly  in  fome  of 
the  preceding. 

The  true  fimple  hydrocele  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  is  generally  formed  very  gradu¬ 
ally,  as  it  con  fids  of  a  fluid  which  by  not 
being  properly  abforbed  is  gradually  accu¬ 
mulated;  while  it  is  forming,  it  gives  no 
pain,  nor  hardly  any  uneafinefs  ;  it  affedts 
the  fcrotum  and  dartos  in  no  other  manner 
than  by  diftending  them  ;  as  the  facculus 
fills,  the  tefticle  becomes  more  and  more 
obfcure,  and  when  it  is  tolerably  diftended 
cannot  be  felt  at  all ;  all  parts  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  tumor  palpably  dilcover  a  fluctuation 
of  water,  but  the  pofterior  the  leafl; ;  in 
thofe  from  whom  the  water  has  never  been 
drawn  the  fwelling  is  generally  tenfe,  and 
not  very  compreflible  j  it  does  not  pit,  is 

perfectly 


o 
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perfectly  indolent,  and  of  uncertain  figure. 


being  fome times  round,  fometimes  pyri¬ 
form,  and  fometimes  oblong ;  it  produces 
no  obftrudtion  to  the  fcecal  difeharge  from 
the  inteftines,  nor  any  fymptoms  arifing 
from  any  affedtion  of  any  of  the  vifeera  it 
is  incapable  of  reduction,  and  however  large 
the  tumor  may  be  below,  its  upper  part 
moll  frequently  admits  a  very  difbindt  feel 
of  the  fpermatic  procefs ;  it  is  not  affedted 
by  the  fneezing  or  coughing  of  the  patient  j 
change  of  polture  makes  no  alteration  in 
it ;  it  is  not  attended  with  heat  of  fkin,  ac¬ 
celeration  of  pulfe,  nor  any  febrile  fymp- 
tom  1  the  only  uneafinefs  it  gives  is  from 
its  weight  and  lize;  and  the  tefticie  with¬ 
in  it  is  in  a  loft,  natural,  found  Hate. 

Before  I  give  an  account  of  the  methods 
proper  to  be  ufed  for  the  relief,  or  cure  of 
this  diforder,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  men¬ 
tion  that  there  have  been  inftances  of  its 
diffipation  ;  of  which  the  two  following 
have  fallen  within  my  own  knowledge. 


CASE  X. 

A  Gentleman  about  45  years  old,  con- 
1  fulted  me  on  account  of  a  fwellincr  in 
the  ferotum,  which  was  not  very  large, 

G  2  but 
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but  plainly  contained  a  fluid  ;  and  was  fo 
circumftanced  in  other  refpedts,  that  I  made 
no  fern  pie  to  pronounce  it  a  hydrocele  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  advifed  him  to 
have  the  water  let  out. 

■r*  ' 

-  A%  it  was  not  very  troublefome,  he  did 
not  choofe  to  have  any  thing  done1  to  it 
then,  but  went  away,  faying  I  fhould  fee 
fee  hi  m  again  foon . 

-  He  took  the  opinions  of  two  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  faculty,  both  of  whom  told 
him  as  I  had,  that  his  fwelling  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  water,  and  advifed  him  to  have 
it  difeharged  by  pundture. 

At  the  end  of  half  a  year  he  came  to  me 
again,  with  the  ferotum  full  and  of  a  py¬ 
riform  figure,  but  fo  large  as  to  be  very 
evident  through  his  breeches.  I  would 
have  tapped  it  immediately,  but  as  he  had 
never  feen  any  thing  of  that  fort,  I  could 
not  convince  him  that  it  would  not  confine 
him  the  next  day  ■,  and  as  he  was  under  a 
neceflity  of  going  into  the  country  in  a  day 
or  two,  he  chofe  to  defer  it  till  he  re¬ 
turned. 

I  faw  no  more  of  him  for  near  two 
months,  when  he  called  upon  me  again,  and 
fhowed  me  his  ferotum  perfectly  empty. 

Taking 
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Taking  it  for  granted  that  he  had  been 
tapped,  I  aflced  who  had  done  it  for  him, 
he  told  me,  that  before  he  could  finifh  the 
buiinels  for  which  he  went  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  he  was  feized  with  a  fevere  fit  of  the 
gout,  for  the  firffc  time  in  his  life,  which 
confined  him  to  his  bed  for  fix  weeks, 
during  which  his  fwelling  totally  difap- 
peared.  It  has  not  returned  fince,  which 
is  more  than  feven  years. 

CASE  XI. 


A  Middle  aged  man  {hewed  me  a  large 
hydrocele  of  the  vaginal  tunic,  which 
had  been  near  two  years  collecting,  but 
had  never  been  let  out :  I  advifed  him  to 
have  it  done  loon,  and  he  appointed  the 
next  morning. 

In  his  way  home  he  got  fuddled,  fell 
down  into  the  area  of  an  empty  houfe,  and 
in  his  fall  ftruck  his  fcrotum  again  ft  a  piece 
of  fcafrolding.  In  the  morning  early  he 
fent  for  me ;  I  found  him  in  bed,  with  a 
great  ecchymoiis  under  the  fkin  of  the  fcro¬ 
tum,  which  was  alfo  much  fwelled  and 
painful. 

I  would  have  perfuaded  him  to  have  per¬ 
mitted  me  to  let  out  the  water,  thinking' 

O 
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thereby  to  take  off  part  of  the  tenfion ;  but 
he  would  not,  and  I  was  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  fomentation,  pultice,  &c. 

In  about  a  fortnight  all  the  ecchymofis 
was  gone,  and  all  the  fwelling  from  the 
found  fide  of  the  fcrotum ;  and  both  my 
patient  and  mvfelf  thought  the  hydrocele 
confiderably  lefs  than  before  the  accident : 
accordingly  we  perlifted  in  the  fame  me¬ 
thod,  and  in  about  three  weeks  more  it 
totally  difappeared,  and  has  not  returned 
fmce. 

I  have  feveral  times  tried  the  fame  means 
but  have  never  fucceeded. 

HP  H  E  methods  of  cure  in  the  hydrocele 
'JL  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  though  various, 
are  all  reducible  under  two  general  heads 
or  intentions ;  the  palliative,  or  that  which 
pretends  only  to  relieve  the  difeafe,  in 
prefent,  by  difcharging  the  water  ;  and 
the  radical,  or  that  which  aims  at  a  per¬ 
fect  cure,  without  leaving  a  poffibility  of 
a  relapfe  :  the  end  of  the  fir  11:  is  accom- 
plifhed  by  mere  perforation  of  the  con¬ 
taining  bag;  that  of  the  latter  cannot  be 
obtained  unlefs  the  cavity  of  that  bag  be 
i  abolifhed. 
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abolifhed,  and  no  receptacle  left  for  a  fu¬ 
ture  accumulation  of  fluid  ;  the  former  may 
be  pradtifed  at  all  times  of  the  patient’s  life, 
and  almofl  in  any  flate  of  health,  and  ha¬ 
bit  the  latter  lies  under  fome  reflraints 
from  the  circumflances  of  years,  conflitu- 
.  tion,  Hate  of  the  parts,  &c. 

The  common  bleeding  lancet,  and  a 
fmall  trochar,  are  the  inflruments  with 
which  the  perforation  is  made  in  the  pal¬ 
liative  cure  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  very  lit¬ 
tle  importance  which  of  the  two  is  ul'ed. 

The  place  for  making  the  pundture  is  the 
anterior  and  inferior  part  of  the  tumor,  for 
reafons  given  at  large  in  p.  75  ;  and  which 
therefore  need  not  be  repeated  here. 

The  lancet  having  the  finer  point  gives 
lefs  pain,  and  in  general  fucceeds  as  well 
as  the  trochar ;  but  if  the  tumor  is  not 
firmly  grafped  above,  and  held  Ready  when 
the  tunica  vaginalis  begins  to  collapfe,  the 
difeharge  will  flop,  and  the  water  infinuate 
itfelf  into  the  cells  of  the  dartos. 

If  the  trochar  is  ufed,  the  cannula  fecures 
the  exit  of  all  the  fluid  without  apoflibility 
of  its  deviating  but  whether  the  pundture 
be  made  with  the  one  or  the  other,  the 
more  tenfe  the  tumor  is  made,  the  more 

G  4  eafily 
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eafily  will  the  inftrument  pafs,  and  the  lefs 
pain  will  it  give. 

It  was  a  cuflom  formerly,  after  perform¬ 
ing  this  operation,  to  make  ufe  of  fomenta¬ 
tion  and  difcutient  applications,  upon  a 
fuppofition  that  by  fuch  means  a  return  of 
the  difeafe  might  be  prevented  ;  and  among 
the  old  writers  are  to  be  found  the  forms 
of  medicines  to  be  applied  to  the  groin  and 
procefs  to  prevent  a  future  defcent  of  the 
fluid  :  but  experience  and  anatomy  having 
proved  the  falfhood  of  fuch  a  fuppofition, 
and  the  ufeleffnefs  of  fuch  applications,  the 
generality  of  the  prefent  practitioners  con¬ 
tent  themfelves  with  a  bit  of  lint  and 
plafter,  and  a  bag-trufs,  and  give  the  pa¬ 
tient  no  farther  trouble. 

In  mod  people  the  orifice  heals  in  a  few 
hours,  like  that  made  in  blood-letting,  but 
in  fome  habits,  like  that  alio,  it  fometimes 
inflames  and  fefters ;  this  is  generally  fu- 
perficiai  only,  and  is  quieted  by  any  fimple 
dreffing  :  but  fometimes  it  is  fo  confider- 
able,  and  extends  fo  deep,  that  it  affeCls  the 
vaginal  coat,  and  accidentally  proves  a  ra¬ 
dical  cure. 

Whether  it  arofe  from  fear  of  wounding 
the  tefticle  in  the  operation,  or  from  a  fup¬ 
pofition  that  while  the  quantity  of  water 

was 
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was  fmall,  it  was  more  likely  to  difperfe, 
or  that  while  there  was  but  little  fluid  they 
did  not  think  the  difeafe  fufficiently  charac- 
terifed,  or  perhaps  from  fome  other  reafon 
which  they  have  not  given  us,  but  many 
writers  of  good  authority,  and  among  them 
Mr,  Serjeant  Wifeman,  have  forbid  the 
puncture  in  an  adult,  while  the  quantity 
may  be  fuppofed  to  be  under  a  pint ;  which 
reftridtion  is  ftill  fcrupuloufly  attended  to  by 
many,  to  the  no  fmall  trouble  and  incon¬ 
venience  of  thofe  who  carry  the  difeafe 
about  them.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  fo 
far  from  being  a  neceflary  caution,  that 
when  there  is  fufficient  quantity  to  keep 
the  tefticle  free  from  the  inftrument,  I  do 
not  know  any  one  objection  which  can  be 
made  again  ft  early  pundure ;  the  Angle 
point  on  which  this  argument  does,  or 
ought  to  reft,  is  this,  whether  the  abforbent 
veifels  by  which  the  extravafation  fhould  be 
prevented  are  more  likely  to  reafiume  their 
office  while  the  vaginal  coat  is  thin,  and 
has  differed  but  little  violence  from  dif- 
tention  ;  or  after  it  has  been  ftretched  to 
ten,  or  perhaps  twenty  times  its  natural  ca¬ 
pacity,  and  like  all  other  membranes  is  by 
fuch  diftention  become  thick,  hard,  and 
tough :  for  my  own  part,  I  think  the  pro- 
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bability  fo  much  on  the  fide  of  the  former, 
that  I  fhould  never  hefitate  about  letting 
out  the  water  as  foon  as  ever  I  found  that 
the  pundture  might  be  fecurely  made ;  and 
from  what  has  fallen-  within  my  own 
knowledge,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
if  it  was  p  radii  fed  more  early  than  it  gene¬ 
rally  is,  it  might  fometimes  prevent  the 
return  of  the  difeafe. 

All  the  other  methods  of  treating  this 
kind  of  hydrocele,  except  the  pundture,  are 
either  originally  intended  to  obtain  a  radi¬ 
cal  cure,  or  having  been  often  productive 
of  fuch,  are  by  different  people  ranked 
fometimes  among  the  palliative,  and  fome¬ 
times  among  the  radical  means. 

In  moll  of  the  antient  writers  are  found 
directions  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  by 
feton,  tent,  canula,  cauftic,  cautery,  ligature, 
injedtion,  and  incifion,  fome  of  which  are 
adopted  or  preferred  by  one,  and  fome  by 
another ;  according  to  the  theory  which 
they  entertained  of  the  diforder,  or  the  be¬ 
nefits  which  they  had  feen  accidentally  to 
arife  from  one  or  other  of  the  methods. 

The  feton,  the  tent,  and  the  canula, 
were  originally  meant  either  to  palliate,  or 
were  ufed  upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  fluid 
was  in  itfelf  noxious,  that  the  general  ha¬ 
bit 
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bit  of  the  patient  was  relieved,  and  many 
other  diforders  prevented  by  its  being  de- 
pofited  in  that  part ;  and  that  its  cure  ought 
not  to  be  raihly  attempted,  nor  haftily  exe¬ 
cuted  *. 

The  cauftic,  cautery,  and  ligature,  were 
devifed  to  prevent  the  fuppofed  defcent  of 
the  water  from  the  abdomen  into  the  fcro- 
tum.  And  the  injection  was  calculated  to 
conftringe  and  clofe  thofe  breaches  in  the 
lymphatics  which  were  thought  to  have 
produced  the  dil'eafe. 

Some  of  thefe  are  now  quite  laid  afide, 
the  original  reafons  for  their  invention  and 
ufe  being  found  to  be  falfe  and  groundlefs ; 
of  this  kind  are  the  cautery,  ligature,  and 
injection  :  the  water  is  now  known  to  be 
collected  in  the  part  where  it  is  found,  and 
not  to  fall  into  it  from  the  belly  ;  and  tho’ 
an  obftrudtion  in  the  lymphatic  veffels  of 
the  fpermatic  procefs  may  prevent  the  ab- 
forption  of  the  fluid  from  the  cavity  of  the 
vaginal  coat,  yet  no  breach  of  them  can 
poflibly  produce  the  difeafe  in  queftion. 

The  original  reafons  for  the  ufe  of  the 
feton,  the  tent,  and  the  cannla,  viz.  the 
noxious  quality  of  the  fluid,  and  the  necef- 
iity  of  a  gradual  cure,  are  now  alfo  known 

not 

*  See  Hildanjis,  Fallopius,  Schenkius,  &c.  See.  See. 
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not  to  be  true,  and  therefore  though  thefe, 
or  methods  not  unlike  to  thefe,  {fill  conti¬ 
nue  to  be  ufed  by  fome  of  the  prefent  prac¬ 
titioners,  yet  it  is  with  another  immediate 
view,  and  upon  different  principles ;  no  in¬ 
tention  of  prolonging  a  cure,  or  of  making 
a  drain  for  the  prevention  of  other  difor- 
ders,  but  merely  to  abolifh  the  cavity  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  by  procuring  an  ad- 
hefion  or  union  of  that  membrane,  with 
the  tunica  albuginea,  or  proper  coat  of  the 
teificle. 

Th  is  is  the  only  rational  intention  which 
can  be  purfued  by  any  of  thefe  means  ;  for 
the  diforder  being  perfectly  local,  and  the 
tunica  vaginalis  moil  commonly  thickened 
by  having  been  much  dilfended,  unlefs  the 
abforbent  vdlels  can  be  again  reilored  to  a 
capacity  of  doing  their  duty  (a  thing  which 
does  not  very  often  happen)  the  arteries  will 
continue  to  exale  new  ferum  into  the  cavity, 
and  the  hydrocele  beconftantly  maintained. 

To  obtain  this  end  two  different  me¬ 
thods  are  propofed,  by  one  of  which  an  at¬ 
tempt  is  made  by  means  of  a  fmall  wound 
to  raife  fuch  a  degreee  of  inflammation 
as  111  all  procure  an  union  of  the  two  coats 
with  each  other  ;  the  other  by  means  of  a 
larger  and  more  free  incifion,  converts  the 

cavity 
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cavity  of  the  vaginal  coat  into  a  hollow  ul¬ 
cer,  which  being  digefted  is  to  be  filled  up 
with  new  flefh,  and  the  cavity  of  the  fac 
thereby  abolifhed/ 

The  firft,  or  union  of  the  two  coats  with 
each  other,  has  often  been  found  to  be  the 
effedt  of  fuch  means  as  were  deligned  to 
procure  a  temporary  relief,  or  what  is 
called  a  palliative  cure ;  it  fometimes  fol¬ 
lows  the  limple  pundure  with  the  trochar 
or  lancet,  the  antient  method  of  letting  out 
the  water  very  frequently  produced  it y, 
and  the  feton,  the  tent  and  the  canula  oe- 
cafioned  it  fo  often,  as  to  be  ranked  by 
many  among  the  proper  methods  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  radical  cure. 

The  three  I  aft'  were  certainly  defigned 
at  firft  to  difcharge  the  water  gradually, 
and  to  continue  fuch  a  drain  from  the  parts 
where  it  had  been  collected,  as  might  pre¬ 
vent  any  mifchievous  confequences  attend¬ 
ing  the  removal  of  the  local  diforder ;  but 
the  inflammation  which  fupervened  often 
producing  a  cohefion  of  the  facculus  to  the 

furface 

y  This  was  by  making  frit  an  incifion  of  fome  length  thro" 
the  fcrotum  and  dartos5  fo  as  to  lay  bare  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
and  then  to  make  a  pun&ure  in  the  latter,  Brunus  and 
Theodoric  fay  “  Curatio  ejus  eft  ut  incidatur  cutis  teflicu- 
Icrum  fedtione  ampla  fecundum  longitudinem  ejus,  dein 
.perfora  et  aquam  extrahe.”  And  the  lame  dire&ions  are 
given  by  many  others. 
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furface  of  the  tefticle,  what  was  originally 
defigned  for  a  palliative  remedy  foon  came 
to  be  ufed  with  intention  to  obtain  a  per¬ 
fect  cure,  and  has  with  little  alteration  been 
continued  into  the  p refen t  time. 

The  means  are  indeed  fomewhat  different 
from  each  other,  but  the  intention  with 
which  they  are  ufed  is  the  fame  in  all,  viz. 
to  raife  Inch  a  degree  of  inflammation  in  the 
tunica  vaginalis,  and  in  the  albuginea,  as 
to  occaflon  a  cohefion  of  them  with  each 
other ;  and  leave  no  cavity  between  the  in¬ 
ner  furface  of  the  former  and  the  outer  one 
of  the  latter  z.  ' 

•  :  *  If 

z  Many  of  the  old  writers  have  given  dire&ions  for  palling 
the  feton,  and  for  introducing  the  tent,  either  of  lint  or 
fponge,  and  the  canula  of  filver  or  alder.  Gulielmus  e  Sa- 
liceto,  having  firft  propofed  the  ufe  of  external  applications^ 
fays,  “  Si  hac  via  non  confumitur  aqua,  tunc  perfora  burfam 
cum  phlebotomo  tuo  acuto,  et  extrahe  aquam  non  lubito  to- 
tam,  fed  partem,  et  pone  in  foramine  illo  tentam  lineam  vel 
ituppeam,  aut  fpongiam,  ut  po/Tes  de  die  in  diem  aquam  ex- 
trahere ;  et  nota  quod  hujufmodi  aegritudo  multoties  reci~ 
divat,  et  fi  ftc,  femper  redeas  ad  perforationem  antediflam  ; 
et  via  ifta,  et  modo  perfe&e  curabitur.” 

Fabritius  ab  Aquapendente  fpeaks  of  the  tent  as  fre¬ 
quently  ufed  by  him  in  the  mixed  cafe  of  hydrocele  and 
farcocele  or  difeafed  tefticle ;  though  by  the  account  he 
gives  of  his  fuccefs  it  is  pretty  clear  that  he  ufed  it  in  the 
fimple  hydrocele  only.  “  Si  carnofa  limul  et  aquofa  fit 
hernia,  ego  talem  adhibeo  curam.  Seco  cutem  et  incilionem 
facio  exiguam,  et  in  locopotius  aitiori  quam  in  fundo,  inde 
turunda  impofita  cum  digeftivo  et  pus  movente  medica¬ 
ment© 
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If  it  was  abfolutely  in  our  power  to  de¬ 
termine  the  degree  of  inflammation  to  be 

excited 

mento  procedo  neque  unquam  totum  pus  extraho,  fed  per- 
petuo  bonam  partem  intus  relinquo,  quod  fenfim  carnem 
corrodat  et  ita  fanat.”  An  adheflon  of  the  vaginal  coat 
with  the  furface  of  the  teflicle  mud  frequently  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  treatment  in  the  cafe  of  a  Ample  hydrocele  ; 
but  whoever  has  feen  much  of  the  difeafe  properly  called 
farcocele,  will  not  be  inclined  to  believe  it  often  capable 
of  fuch  rough  treatment,  at  leaft  not  fuccefsfully.  The 
tame  method  of  practice  has  been  adopted  by  Ruyfch  in 
the  fimple  hydrocele,  “  Sanari  quidem  valet  id  mali  per- 
tufo  fcroto,  ope  inftrumenti  trochart  dido  vel  lanceola 
phlebotomica,  ut  aqua  vulnere  exeat ;  fed  cito  plerumque 
defcit  malum.” 

“  Si  autem  curationem  aggrederis  aperiendo  fcrotum  a 
parte  fuperiori  ad  latus,  tumque  vulnus  turunda  oblonga, 
unguento  rofaceo  mercurio  precipitato  rubro  inundo  opple- 
veris,  donee  lenis  inflammatio  eique  fuccedens  fuppuratio 
parva  membranulas  flillantes  putrefecerit,  tuque  eas  tena- 
culo  eduxeris.”  &c. 

Frofe/Tor  Monro  has  alio  propofed  a  method  of  cure  upon 
the  fame  principle,  but  much  better  and  more  likely  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  one  thing  defigned,  the  lenis  injlammatio  as  he  em¬ 
ploys  no  catheretic  medicines.  His  words  are,  “  Con- 
fldering  how  readily  contiguous  inflamed  parts  grow  toge¬ 
ther,  and  how  many  inflances  there  are  of  people  having  a 
radical  cure  made  of  this  hydrocele  by  inflammations  com¬ 
ing  on  the  part,  it  would  feem  no  unreafonable  pradice  to 
endeavour  a  concretion  of  the  two  coats  of  the  tefticle  when 
they  are  brought  contiguous,  after  letting  out  the  water 
through  the  canula  of  a  trochar,  by  artfully  railing  a  fufli- 
cient  degree  of  inflammation.  This  to  be  fure,  muft  be 
done  cautioufly,  and  fo  that  the  furgeon  can  reafonably  cx- 
ped  to  be  mailer  of  the  inflammation,  and  therefore  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  all  irritating  medicines,  the  operation  of  which 
he  could  not  immediately  Hop,  or  any  Angle  mechanical  ef¬ 
fort, 
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excited  by  thefe  means,  there  would  not  be 
the  fmalleft  doubt  of  their  utility,  and  of 
the  preference  which  would  therefore  be 
due  to  them  ;  but  this  is  far  from  being  the 
cafe ;  for  tho’  fometimes  it  rifes  no  higher 
than  what  ferves  the  intended  purpofe,  and 
gives  but  little  pain  or  trouble,  yet  it  fome¬ 
times  greatly  exceeds  that  due  degree,  and 
produces  acute  pain,  fymptomatic  fever, 

A. 

large  fuppuration,  doughs,  &c.  all  which 
protradt  the  cure  much  beyond  the  patient’s 
expectation,  and  render  the  cafe  as  trou- 
blefome,  as  in  any  of  thofe  methods  whole 
effedt  is  much  more  certain  :  while  on  the 

other 

fort,  the  effect  of  which  he  could  not  be  fare  of,  are  not  to  be 
employed.  Suppofe  the  canula  of  the  trochar  was  to  be  left 
in,  by  the  extremity  of  it  rubbing  on  the  teliicle  an  inflamma¬ 
tion  might  be  gradually  raifed  ;  the  eaufe  of  which  might  be 
taken  away  as  foon  as  the  furgeon  thought  fit.”  &c.  M.Effays. 

This  method  with  fo in e  alteration  I  have  once  or  twice 
ufed  with  fuecefs.  Being  afraid  of  the  too  great  irritation 
which  the  edge  of  the  canula  might  excite,  I  have  left  it  in, 
with  a  piece  of  Bougie  within  it  of  fuch  length  as  to  exceed 
its  extremity  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch. 

Of  all  the  methods  of  ufing  a  tent  in  this  cafe,  I  think 
this  is  the  beft,  as  the  canula  fecures  its  paffage  into  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  vaginal  coat ;  which  the  collapfmg  of  that  tunic 
and  the  loofe  texture  of  the  dartos,  renders  fomewhat  diffi¬ 
cult  without  this  help.  But  though  I  have  once  or  twice 
fucceeded  in  this  manner,  I  have  much  oftener  been  fruf- 
trated  ;  fometimes  it  has  proved  abfolutely  ineffectual,  and 
at  others  I  have  feen  it  raife  fuch  difturbance  as  to  render  it 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  lay  the  whole  open  before  a  cure 
could  be  obtained. 
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ether  hand,  it  fometimes  falls  far  iliort  of 
the  intention,  and  railing  an  inflammation 
and  abfeefs  in  the  cells  of  the  dartos  only> 
ends  in  a  cohefion  of  that  membrane  with 
the  outer  furface  of  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
leaving  its  cavity  juft  as  it  was,  and  j uft  as 
liable  to  be  again  filled'. 

If  the  fir  ft  happens  to  be  the  cafe,  that 
is,  if  only  fo  flight  a  degree  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  is  railed  as  occafions  but  little  tumor, 
moderate  pain,  light  fymptomatic  fever, 
fmall  fuppuration,  and  an  entire  union  of 
the  two  membranes,  the  event  is  very  for¬ 
tunate,  and  a  very  troublefome  difeafe  is 
perfedlly  cured  by  very  eafy  means. 

If  the  fecond  ftate  which  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  is  the  coiifequence  of  the  attempt, 
that  is,  if  the  inflammation  riles  high,  the 
ferotum  fwelis  much,  the  parts  Hough 
deep,  and  largely,  and  a  plentiful  fuppu¬ 
ration  is  preceded  by  a  brifle  fymptomatic 
fever,  the  confinement,  the  hazard,  pain, 
and  trouble,  are  full  equal  to  what  attend 
the  more  certain  methods  of  obtaining  the 
fame  end. 

And  if  the  event  ftiould  prove  to  be  what 
Was  mentioned  in  the  third  place,  viz.  if 
fuch  cohefion  between  the  tunics  is  not 
brought  about,  but  only  a  luperficial  in- 

H  flammaticn 
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fiammation  raifed  between  the  fkin  and  dar- 
tos,  all  the  trouble,  pain,  confinement,  &c. 
are  fubmitted  to  for  nothing,  the  vaginal 
coat  being  left  entire,  its  cavity  will  fooner 
or  later  be  again  filled  with  water,  and  the' 
difeafe  be  renewed. 

Which  of  thefe  three  fhall  be  the  event 
no  man  can  determine,  becaufe  no  man 
can  diredt.  Under  the  fame  external  ap¬ 
pearances,  different  people  are  more  or  lefs 
prone  to  inflammation  and  fever ;  the  con¬ 
finement  of  matter  bv  means  of  too  fmall 

J 

an  opening,  will  in  fome  habits  make 
ftrange  havock  in  a  very  fhort  time ;  and  if 
a  large  opening,  and  plentiful  fuppuration, 
mull  at  laft  be  fubmitted  to,  the  method  by 
a  large  incifion  at  firfl  is  preferable,  as  the 
cure  is  more  certain  and  the  lofs  of  time 
lefs.  Different  circumftances  in  the  patient 
will  render  one  method  preferable  to,  and 
more  likely  to  fucceed  than  another ; 
but  whenever  a  cure  is  attempted  by  any 
of  thefe  means,  the  uncertainty  of  the  event 
fhould  always  be  made  known  beforehand, 
and  the  patient  fhould  be  apprifed  of  what 
may  happen. 

All  the  methods  hitherto  mentioned  are 
calculated  to  produce  a  perfect  cure,  with¬ 
out  making  a  large  wound,  and  without  car¬ 
rying 
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tying  the  appearance  of  an  operation ;  thofe 
of  which  I  am  now  to  fpeak,  are  intended 
to  obtain  the  fame  effect,  but  by  means  of 
a  larger  opening  to  render  it  more  certain  } 
thefe  are  called  the  cure  by  caufiic,  and  the 
cure  by  incilion,  both  which  require  a 
clofer  confinement  to  bed,  and  the  obfer- 
vance  of  a  ftridter  regimen. 

W 

The  method  by  Caustic  is  this. — ■ 
A  piece  of  the  common  pafte  cauftic  rather 
lefs  than  a  finger’s  breadth,  poperly  fecured 
by  plaller,  is  applied  the  whole  length  of 
the  anterior  part  of  the  tumor. 

The  el'cliar  thus  made  is  intended  to  pe¬ 
netrate  through  the  lkin,  dartos,  and  vagi- 
ginal  coat ;  and  either  by  the  natural  repa¬ 
ration  of  it,  or  by  its  being  divided,  to  give 
difeharge  to  the  water ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  make  fo  large  an  opening  into  the  latter, 
as  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  furgeon 
of  applying  fuch  drefiings  to  the  infide  of 
it  as  Ih all  generate  new  fie  fin,  and  fill  up 
its  cavitv. 

J 

It  is  hardly  neceffary  to  fay  any  thing  of 
the  method  of  dreffing  in  this  kind  of  cure, 
it  being  obvious  that  fuch  only  as  are  foft, 
ealy,  and  of  the  digeftive  kind,  can  be  pro¬ 
per  for  membranes  fo  eafily  irritable,  and 

H  2  fo 
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fo  fubjedt  to  inflammation,  that  an  emol¬ 
lient  pultice,  with  fomentation,  &c.  muft  be 
neceffary  for  the  feparation  of  the  efchar  in 
the  inflamed  fcrotum,  that  the  body  fhould 
be  kept  open,  and  any  feverifh  fymptoms  re- 
lifted  by  proper  medicines  and  regimen. 

It  the  tumor  was  large  and  full,  and  the 
containing  parts  very  much  on  the  ftretch, 
the  cauftic  will  generally  do  its  duty,  that 
is,  it  will  penetrate  through  the  vaginal 
coat,  and  then  either  the  natural  feparation 
of  the  efchar  or  the  divilion  of  it  with  a 
knife  will  procure  a  dil'charge  of  the  water, 
and  give  admiffion  to  proper  dreffings  :  if 
the  fkin  was  not  much  on  the  ftretch,  but 
ftill  retained  a  degree  of  rugofity,  and  con- 
fequently  the  dartos  or  cellular  membrane 
between  it  and  the  tunic  was  not  much 
compreifed,  the  cauftic  will  not  penetrate 
fo  as  to  affedt  the  vaginal  coat  at  all,  and 
it  will  ftill  be  neceffary  either  to  cut  thro’ 
it  in  the  fame  ftate  and  manner  as  if  no 
cauftic  had  been  applied,  or  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  a  repetition  of  efcharotic  appli¬ 
cations,  which  muft  neceffarily  prove  both 
irkfome  and  tedious. 

The  pain  attending  the  fir  ft  application 
of  the  cauftic,  is  to  fome  few  people  but 
flight,  but  to  the  generality  it  is  full  equal 
i  to 
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to  that  of  the  knife ;  and  in  every  one,  of 
a  much  longer  duration.  If  it  does  not 
penetrate  through  the  tunica  vaginalis,  that 
membrane  muft  be  divided  by  a  cutting 
inftrument,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  no 
cauftic  had  been  applied  ;  and  fuch  inciiion 
will  neceifarily  be  attended  with  its  proper 
iymptoms,  that  is,  thole  fymptoms  which 
always  accompany  the  divilion  of  a  firm  fen- 
fible  membrane  :  and  this  muft  frequently 
be  the  cafe,  unlefs  the  patient  will  wait  till 
the  tunic  is  very  full,  and  ftretched  thereby 
to  a  certain  degree  \  Nor  can  we  always 
confine  the  cauftic  from  fpreading  wider 
than  is  intended,  and  confequently  pro¬ 
ducing  afore  much  larger  than  isneceffary, 
not  to  mention  the  extreme  tendernefs  of 
thefe  fores,  nor  the  inconvenience  arifing 
from  great  lofs  of  fubftance  in  the  fkin  of 
the  fcrotum. 

Upon  the  whole,  tho’  the  cure  by  cauftic 
feems  to  fpare  the  patient  the  appreheniion 
of  an  operation,  and  requiring  no  dexterity 
in  the  burgeon,  may  on  thofe  two  accounts, 
be  by  lome  thought  preferable  ;  yet  who¬ 
ever  experts  by  it  to  obtain  a  perfedt  cure 
upon  much  eafier  terms  than  by  that  of 

H  3  incifion, 

a  In  which  cafe  the  hazard  of  mortification3  either  from 
cauftic  or  inciiion,  will  in  forne  habits  be  ilill  more  im¬ 
minent, 
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incifion,  will  frequently  find  himfelf  de¬ 
ceived  ;  that  is,  he  will  often  find  the  fever 
and  all  the  inflammatory  fymptoms,  full  as 
high  in  the  former  as  in  the  latter,  the  fore 
as  painful,  and  in  every  refped  as  trouble^- 

fome,  his  attention  and  care  to  obviate  mil- 

,  * 

chief  as  much  required  in  the  one  as  the 
other,  and  the  confinement  generally  much 
longer  in  the  cauftic  than  in  the  incifion. 

One  of  the  methods  made  ufe  of  by  the 
ancients  to  let  out  the  water  from  an  hy¬ 
drocele,  was,  as  1  have  already  obferved,  by 
making  a  free  divifion  of  the  fcrotum  and 
dartos,  and  having  by  that  means  laid  the 
tunica  vaginalis  bare  to  perforate  it  and  dif- 
ch  arge  the  contents. 

This  fometimes  produced aperfed  cure  in 
thefirft  inftance,  and  fometimes  proved  only 
a  temporary  relief  that  is,  if  the  opening 
made  in  the  vaginal  coat  was  final],  and 
united  again  immediately,  the  cavity  of  it 
was  again  filled  with  water,  but  if  the 
pundure  in  Read  of  uniting  again  imme¬ 
diately,  inflamed  or  became  floughy,  which 
the  free  incifion  of  the  fkin  mu  ft  neceflarily 
contribute  to,  fuch  an  adhefion  fometimes 
followed  between  this  coat  and  the  albu¬ 
ginea,  as  totally  obliterated  the  cavity  of 

the  former. 


I 
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Tho’  this  happened  fooner  or  later  in 
many  inilances,  yet  the  cure  was  as  it  were 
the  efFebt  of  accident,  and  therefore  recourfe 
was  had  to  another  method,  which,  tho’ 
upon  the  fame  principles,  was  more  cer¬ 
tain  in  its  effedt. 

This  was  a  diviiion  of  the  vaginal  coat 
through  its  whole  length,  fometimes  by 
mere  iimple  inciiion,  and  fometimes  by  re¬ 
moving  a  part  of  it. 

Paulus  fEgineta,A'ibucafis,  Severinus,  and 
many  others  of  the  belt  antient  writers, 
have  given  a  particular  account  of  this  ope¬ 
ration  ;  and  it  has  in  all  times  been  prac- 
tifed  by  fome,  though  in  general  it  has 
been  decried  and  dreaded. 

In  what  manner,  and  with  what  degree 
of  caution  it  may  have  been  executed  by 
thofe  who  have  given  fo  bad  an  account  of 
it,  I  know  not,  but  from  what  I  have  feen 
and  pradtifed,  I  am  very  certain  that  the 
ills  attending  it  have  been  much  exagge¬ 
rated,  that  under  proper  cautions  and  re- 
ftridtions  it  will  be  found  to  be  practicable 
with  perfect  fafety,  and  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  laid  afide. 

All  the  other  methods,  the  cauflic  ex¬ 
cepted,  are  fallible,  but  this  properly  exe¬ 
cuted  I  never  faw  fail ;  the  only  doubt 

H  4  which 
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which  can  arife  concerning  the  practice  of 
it  is,  whether  it  is  neceffarily  attended  with 
more  hazardous  circumflances  than  any  of 
the  others.  Some  writers  of  very  good 
cha rafter  have  appeared  very  averfe  to  it, 
and  have  afcribed  to  it  fitch  fymptoms  as 
are  indeed  very  alarming,  but  which  I  have 
feldom  feen  attend  upon  it :  I  have  per¬ 
formed  it,  I  am  fure  I  may  without  ex¬ 
aggeration  fay,  fcores  of  times,  and  never 
faw  the  patient’s  life  in  danger,  nor  that  it 
proved  fatal  but  twice ;  in  one  of  which 
cafes  there  were  fome  circumftances  that 
might  in  fome  meafure  account  for  the 
event.  I  never,  but  in  thofe  two  inflances 
faw  the  fymptoms  run  fo  high  as  to  be  at 
all  alarming  to  any  body  accuftomed  to 
matters  of  this  fort ;  or  not  to  give  way  to 
the  treatment  proper  on  fuch  occaflons.  I 
would  be  extremely  cautious  how  I  ad¬ 
vanced  any  thing  of  this  kind,  which  re-, 
peated  experience  had  not  proved  to  me  the 
truth  of ;  as  it  may  pofiibly  influence  the 
judgment  and  praftice  of  fome  of  thofe, 
who  from  their  not  having  frequent  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  feeing  bufinefs,  are  under  a  fort 
of  necefiity  of  taking  the  advice  and  opi¬ 
nion  of  fuch  as  have  :  in  things  of  this  kind 
prejudices  fhould  not  be  conceived  from 
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a  few  examples,  reiterated  experiment  on¬ 
ly  fhould  determine  the  judgment ;  and 
it  is  from  fuch  repeated  trial  that  I  venture 
to  fay  that  this  operation  in  proper  cafes 
and  under  proper  redactions,  maybe  prac- 
tifed  with  perfect  fafety,  and  greatly  to  the 
patient’s  advantage.  From  what  I  have 
feen  of  it,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  fome 
of  thofe  gentlemen  who  appear  fo  averfe  to 
it,  have  performed  it  on  improper  fubjeCts, 
or  having  imbibed  a  prejudice  againft  it, 
have  been  unneceftarily  alarmed  at  fymp- 
toms  which  in  another  cafe  would  not  have 
alarmed  them  at  all  •,  and  that  others  not 
making  ufe  of  the  proper  precautions,  have 
fuffered  their  patients  to  get  into  circum- 
ftances  of  hazard  which  they  might  have 
prevented,  but  which  are  therefore  more 
juftly  chargeable  on  them  than  on  the 
operation. 

Advanced  age,  an  apparently  bad,  or 
cachectic  habit,  a  difpoiition  to  analar- 
cous  or  leucophlegmatic  fwellings,  an  in¬ 
temperate  life,  the  cuftom  of  drinking  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  and  any  fuch  general  dis¬ 
order  in  the  conftitution  as  the  lymptomatic 
fever  is  likely  to  exafperate,  are  general 
and  juft  objections  to  it ;  any  difeafeof  the 
glandular  part  of  the  tefticle,  its  coats,  or 

fpermatic 
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fpermatic  procefs,  an  old  irreducible  rup¬ 
ture,  a  difeafed  Plate  of  the  urethra,  pro- 
Plate  gland  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  are, 
while  they  continue,  good  reafons  for  not 
performing  it  :  but  conlideratis  confide- 
randis.  In  young  healthy  people  this  way 
of  obtaining  a  radical  cure  is,  for  Peveral  ■ 
reafons,  preferable  to  any  other. 

The  method  of  performing  it  is  this*  — - 
Having  appointed  an  afii  Plant  to  grafp  the 
tumor,  and  thereby  render  it  tenfe,  a  punc¬ 
ture  muPt  be  made  in  the  lower  and  anterior 
part  of  it,  through  the  fcrotum  and  tunica 
vaginalis  at  once ;  if  the  operator  intends 
to  finiPh  the  incifion  with  his  knife,  he 
Phould  make  his  pundure  large  enough  to 
admit  the  end  of  his  fore-finger,  which  he 
Phould  immeditely  introduce  before  the  wa¬ 
ter  is  difcharged,  and  the  vaginal  coat  col- 
lapfed  ;  and  upon  that  finger  continue  his 
divifion  of  that  whole  tunic,  and  of  the 
fcrotum  which  covers  it.  If  he  intends  to 
life  the  probe-fciflars,  ( a  more  tedious,  as 
well  as  a  more  painful  method)  he  may 
make  his  firft  pun  dure  with  a  lancet,  and 
then  introduce  his  fciffars. 

Upon  the  fir  PI  divifion  the  water  imme¬ 
diately  ruPhes  out,  and  in  its  pafiage  Pome  of 

it 


■  the  HYDROCELE,  &c.  107 

it  iniinuates  itfelf  into  the  cells  of  the  dar- 

fos,  while  the  vaginal  tunic  fublides  and 

collapfes :  if  the  fir  ft  pundture  is  made 

fmall,  the  inlinuation  of  the  water  into  the 

dartos,  and  the  collapfion  of  the  tunic, 

render  it  difficult  to  pafs  the  knife  or  fcif- 

fars  into  the  aperture  in  the  latter,  and  un- 

lefs  that  is  done,  the  fcrotum  only  will  be 

¥ 

divided,  and  both  patient  and  furgeon  mud 
undergo  double  trouble.  This  may  always 
be  prevented  by  making  the  firft  opening 
large  enough  for  the  introduction  of  the 
fore-finger,  and  upon  that  all  the  reft  may 
very  eafily  and  very  fafely  be  executed  b. 

When  the  incifion  is  finifhed,  the  tefti- 
cle  covered  only  by  its  tunica  albuginea  ap¬ 
pears,  and  if  the  divifion  is  begun  or  con¬ 
tinued  very  low,  generally  thrufts  itfelf  out 

upon 

b  Some  people,  being  terrified  with  the  accounts  which 
they  have  received  of  this  operation,  and  being  yet  defirous 
of  procuring  a  radical  cure,  have  thought  to  avoid  fome  of 
the  hazard  by  making  the  incifion  fmall  :  this  is  certainly  a 
great  miftake  ;  an  incifion  of  fuch  fize  as  not  to  come  under 
the  denomination  of  a  puncture,  and  to  admit  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  dreiiings  into  the  cavity  of  the  facculus,  though  it 
may  not  be  attended  with  all  the  benefit  derivable  from  a 
free  divifion,  will  mod  certainly  be  accompanied  with  all 
its  inconveniencies. 

If  the  incifion  is  intended  to  produce  a  perfect  cure,  it 
fhould  be  made  the  whole  length  of  the  facculus,  by  which 
means  the  acimifion  of  dreflings  will  be  eafier,  the  fuppura* 
ration  more  free,  the  inflammation  lefs,  and  the  cure  more 
certain. 
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upon  handling  the  parts  ;  this  ihould  be 
gently  replaced,  and  if  the  vaginal  coat  is 
not  much  thickened  by  having  been  long 
diftended,  nothing  more  need  be  done  than 
having  feparated  the  divided  lips,  to  lay  a 
little  fine  unformed  lint  lightly  into  its 
cavity c,  then  covering  the  whole  with  a 
large  pledgit,  tie  the  fcrotum  up  in  a  bag- 
trufs,  with  fome  foft  bolfters  of  tow. 

The  operation  when  properly  done  is  not 
tedious,  but  may  be  executed  in  a  very  few 
feconds ;  requires  no  other  violence  than 
the  mere  divifion  of  the  parts,  and  if  that 
be  made  with  the  knife  rather  than  fcififars, 
it  will  produce  a  very  fenfible  difference  to 
the  patient’s  fenfation. 

He  fhould  be  immediately  put  to  bed, 
lofe  fixteen  ounces  of  blood  from  his  arm, 
and  take  a  grain  of  extract  thebaic,  which 
in  cafe  of  pain  or  refllefsnefs,  fhould  be  re¬ 
peated  every  fix,  eight,  or  ten  hours,  as  oc- 
cafion  may  require. 

After  ten  or  twelve  hours  are  paft,  the 
whole  fcrotum  and  pubes  fhould  be  covered 
with  a  warm  emollient  pultice d,  fpread 

thick  i 

c  By  no  means  to  fill  or  diftend  it,  or  make  any  preffure 
on  the  tefticle,  whofe  tunica  albuginea  is  eafily  irritated. 

d  The  impalpable  farina  feminis  lini,  put  into  boiling 
water,  with  a  proper  quanti'f  of  frelh  butter  or  ung.  fambu- 

ci, 
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thick ;  and  if  the  pulfe  rifes  or  becomes 
hard  and  full,  more  blood  muft  be  drawn 
off,  and  abfolute  quiet,  and  a  low  regimen 
enjoined. 

On  the  next  day  the  parts  fhould  be  well 
fomented,  and  the  pultice  renewed,  at  lead; 
twice,  the  edges  of  the  incilion  fhould  be 
fmeared  over  with  a  foft,  oily  digestive,  but 
no  attempt  either  now,  or  in  future  fhould 
be  made  to  remove  any  part  of  the  lint  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  inlide  of  the  tunic  ;  this  fhould 
be  differed  to  remain  till  the  fuppuration 
having  loofened  it  in  all  parts,  it  tumbles 
out e  without  pain  or  trouble. 

It  can  hardly  be  neceffary  to  obferve,  that 
in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  operation 
which  may  be  attended  with  lymptomatic 
fever,  glyfters  and  foft  emuliions  in  cafe  of 
coffcivenefs,  the  fal  ablynth.  mixture,  or 
fome thing  of  that  fort,  if  the  fkin  be  hot  and 
dry,  and  opium  and  phlebotomy  in  cafe  of 
pain  or  hard  and  full  pulfe,  will  be  required. 

By  thefe  means  the  violence  of  the  lymp- 
toms  is  either  abfolutely  prevented,  or  very 

foon 

ci,  is  the  eafieft  made  ;  and  is  at  the  fame  time  the  neateff, 
fofteft,  fmootheft,  and  moil  relaxing  application  of  the  kind, 
and  has  nothing  ofFenfive  in  its  flavour. 

e  A  circumftance  which  fhould  always  be  carefully  at¬ 
tended  to  in  many  other  cafes,  but  particularly  in  the  dref- 
flng  a  flump  after  amputation. 
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foon  taken  off,  and  a  kindly  fuppuration 
eftablifhed. 

The  general  hardnefs  of  all  the  parts 

about,  the  thick  tumid  lips  of  the  incifton, 

and  the  enlargement  of  the  whole  fcrotum, 

have  for  the  hr  ft  four  or  five  days  a  difa- 

* 

greeable  appearance,  and  the  kind  of  dif- 
charge,  which  at  that  time  is  only  a  gleet, 
feems  very  unequal  to  a  reduction  of  fuch 
a  degree  of  tumefaction  ;  but  when  the  fe¬ 
brile  fymptoms  are  gone,  and  a  fuppuration 
is  once  begun,  which  almoft  always  hap¬ 
pens  about  the  fifth  or  ftxth  day,  let  the 
burgeon  have  patience,  and  not  interrupt  it 
by  improper  dreflings,  let  him  keep  up  the 
perfpiration  by  warm  fomentation,  drefs 
the  incifion  with  the  fofteft,  eaheft,  oily 
digeftive,  and  cover  the  whole  with  a  warm 
relaxing  pultice,  and  I  will  venture  to  af- 
fert  he  will  foon  fee  every  thing  in  a  good 
ftate  •,  he  will  fee  the  inflammation  difap- 
pear,  the  induration  refolve,  and  all  the  tu¬ 
mor  in  due  time  fubfide :  whereas  if  he 
negleCts  thefe  general  cautions,  or  un¬ 
der  a  notion  of  aftifting  digeftion,  inftead 
of  a  foft  lenient  balfam,  will  go  to  work 
with  precipitate  and  other  irritating  oT 
efcharotic  dreflings,  he  will  continue 
all  the  difagreeable  appearances,  and  moft 
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likely  bring  on  again  a  painful  inflamed 
fore,  with  all  its  confequences,  but  for 
which  he  only  in  fuch  cafe  is  accountable  f. 

In 

f  The  great  induration  which  almoft  always  attends  in¬ 
flammations  of  thefe  parts,  has  X  fuppofe  been  the  reafon 
why  fo  many  writers  have  advifed,  and  fo  many  practitioners 
itill  ufe  fuch  medicines  as  are  truly  of  the  efcharotic  kind, 
under  a  notion  of  diffolving  the  induration,  and  removing 
the  obflru&ion. 

I  would  be  very  cautious  how  X  made  objection  to  what 
fo  many  have  recommended,  and  in  a  matter  of  fpeculation. 
merely,  would  rather  doubt  my  own  judgment  than  that  of 
fome  others  ;  but  as  this  is  a  fact  of  which  X  have  been  con¬ 
vinced  too  often  to  be  milt  a  ken,  X  cannot  help  faying,  that 
it  appears  to  me  that  all  the  applications  of  this  kind,  even 
the  mil  deft  of  them  the  red  precipitate,  are  often  very  im¬ 
properly  ufed,  that  they  give  unneccftary  pain,  and  really 
retard  what  they  are  ufed  to  expedite. 

Inflammatory  bardnefs  and  tumor  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
fcrotum  upon  its  being  wounded,  it  is  common  to  all  parts 
of  fimilar  flruClure,  that  is  to  the  adipofe  and  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  all  over  the  body. 

When  parts  of  fuch  flruClure  are  irritated  by  a  wound, 
they  cannot  refill  a  hidden  influx,  the  confequence  of  which 
for  a  time,  mufl  be  obftruClion,  tumor,  and  induration ;  but 
one  moment’s  reflection  upon  the  natural  flruClure,  and  the 
ftate  of  fuch  part  before  fuch  irritation  was  made,  or  fuch 
wound  inflicted,  will  prove  that  eafe,  relaxation,  and  gently 
fuppuration  are  the  intentions  proper  to  be  purfued,  which 
intention  all  thofe  medicines  that  either  irritate,  give  pain, 
or  deftroy,  mufl  counteract. 

The  breafls  of  women,  the  axillae  of  both  fexes,  the  parts 
furrounding  the  inteftinum  reClum,  the  cellular  membrane 
in  the  perineum,  under  the  (kin  of  the  penis,  and  in  feveral 
other  parts  of  the  body  are  fubjeCt  to  this  kind  of  alteration 
whenever  they  are  wounded  ;  but  the  induration  which  ne- 
ceflarily  attends  fuch  irritation,  is  very  unlike  to  a  glandular 
hardnefs,  and  requires  very  different  treatment :  in  the  lat- 
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In  about  five  or  fix  weeks  the  fcrotum  is 
generally  reduced  to  pretty  near  its  natural 

fize, 

ter,  a  definition  of  parts  is  perhaps  fometimes  necefiary, 
and  efcharotic  applications  therefore  proper  ;  but  in  inflam¬ 
mation  and  induration  of  the  cellular  membrane  in  confe- 
quence  of  its  being  wounded,  mere  relaxation  is  all  that  is 
required,  and  whatever  relaxes,  gives  eafe,  and  appeafes  the 
inflammatory  tendon,  which  always  attends  thefe  cafes,  will 
mod  expeditioufly  and  mod  certainly  produce  it. 

The  mod  convincing  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  dodlrine 
may  be  drawn  from  that  cafe,  which  of  all  thofe  that  affedl 
this  kind  of  membrane,  is  generally  the  mod  troublefome, 
I  mean  what  are  called  f  dulse  in  perinaeo.  In  thefe  the  in¬ 
duration  and  enlargement  of  the  parts  about  is  fometimes  fo 
great  as  to  alarm  thofe  who  fee  them  but  feldom ;  hard  callous 
excrefcences,  deep  and  long  f  nudes  with  fmall  orifices,  con- 
ilant  pain  and  irritation  from  the  lodgment  of  urine  and  mat* 
ter,  a  fymptomatic  fever  of  the  hedticai  kind,  and  a  difficulty 
either  of  retaining  the  urine  in  the  bladder  or  of  difcharging 
it  from  it,  make  a  part  of  the  mod  frequent  charadleriftics 
of  this  kind  of  difeafe ,  And  yet  even  thefe  cafes,  terrible 
as  the  appearances  are,  do  frequently  admit  of  relief  and 
femetimes  of  cure  without  any  dedruction  of  parts,  or  the 
ufe  of  one  efcharotic  application.  Let  there  be  a  free  inci- 
fion  made  through  all  the  hard  and  hollow  parts,  to  allow 
room  for  a  plentiful  difcharge,  and  for  the  application  of 
foft  digedive  medicines  ;  let  the  whole  be  kept  covered 
with  a  warm  relaxing  pultice,  no  irritating  or  caudic  dref- 
kings  applied,  no  matter  confined  by  cramming  in  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  lint,  nor  any  internal  remedies  exhibited,  which  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  deobdruents,  increafe  the  velocity  of  the 
circulation,  and  wade  the  patient’s  drength  by  purging, 
fweating,  &c.  and  let  the  urethra  be  gradually  enlarged  by 
a  bougie,  and  all  thefe  difagreeable  appearances  will  often 
vanifh  ;  the  hardnefies  will  gradually  fubfide  as  the  fuppu- 
ration  increafes,  a  kindly  incarnation  will  fpring  from  the 
divided  parts,  and  the  cicatrix  will  be  fmall,  foft  and  move- 

able, 
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fizz,  and  when  the  wound  is  quite  healed* 
the  fear  is  a  Ample  line,  which  is  a  thing 

of 

able*  very  unlike  to  that  which  is  always  the  confequence 
of  even  the  moil  fuccefsful  ufe  of  efcharotic  applications. 

This  is  a  matter  of  much  greater  importance  in  practice 
than  it  is  generally  fuppoied  to  be  ;  the  fymptomatic  fevers 
which  are  either  produced  or  maintained  by  injudicious  and 
painful  dreftmgs,  are  more  numerous  than  they  are  thought 
to  be  ;  not  to  mention  the  lofs  of  time  which  they  mull  al¬ 
ways  oceafion,  and  the  deformities  which  now  and  then 
"eniue  from  them. 

The  forgery  of  many  of  our  forefathers  was  coarfe  and 
rough,  and  fome  of  the  practitioners  affected  a  brutal  kind 
of  rufticity  ;  the  old  maxim,  “  dolor  medicina  doloris,59 
Was  fo  generally  received  and  pradifed,  that  the  furgeon 
paid  too  little  regard  to  the  acute  fenfation  of  his  patient, 
and  the  common  people  thought  they  were  neglected  if  they 
were  not  tortured.  Lord  Bacon’s  molt  excellent  advice, 
u  inveniendum  quid  natura  ferat  aut  faciat,”  was  but  half 
remembred  ;  they  tried  very  ftifficiently  what  nature  would 
bear,  but  very  feldorn  waited  to  fee  what  fhe  could  do  :  un¬ 
der  a  miftaken  notion  of  going  to  the  bottom  of  wounds, 
abfceffes^'&c*  they  fluffed  and  crammed  them  full  of  lint, 
which  lint  was  generally  imbued  with  medicines  of  the  ir¬ 
ritating  or  efcharotic  kind,  with  intention  to  promote  di- 
geflion  and  diiTolve  hardnefs. 

That  this  is  no  exaggeration  may  be  learnt  from  their 
own  accounts ;  for  tho’  fome  few  ventured  to  difregard  au¬ 
thority,  to  lay  afide  a  number  of  ufelefs,  or  painful  appli¬ 
cations,  and  to  aim  at  curing,  by  {hotter  anti  eafier  methods, 
yet  the  general  pradice  was  what  I  have  juft  faid,  and  is  ftill 
fo  with  not  a  few. 

All  dreffings  are  in  fad  foreign  bodies,  and  when  they 
are  either  injudicioufly  crammed  into  parts  of  quick  fenfa¬ 
tion,  or  are  in  their  nature  painful  and  irritating,  are  fo¬ 
reign  bodies  with  the  addition  of  another  mifehievous  qua¬ 
lity  : 
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of  more  confequence  to  the  patient’s  eafe 
than  perhaps  may  at  firft  be  imagined. 

This 

Hty  :  where  deftru&ion  of  parts  is  the  proper  intention, 
the  fooner  it  is  executed  the  better,  and  the  neceffary  pain 
mud  be  complied  with  ;  but  in  the  application  of  dreffings 
to  the  infide  of  abfceffes,  to  hollows  made  by  the  removal 
of  difeafed  parts,  to  large  fores  attended  with  hardnefs  and 
inflammation  of  the  common  membrane,  indeed  in  all  crfes 
where  fuppuration  is  neceffary,  they  cannot  be  too  light, 
foft,  and  eafy,  all  that  we  have  to  do  being  not  to  obftrud: 
nature  in  the  execution  of  an  office  which  fhe  is  generally 
fully  equal  to,  and  in  which  we  can  lend  her  very  little  real 
affiftance  beyond  that  of  removing  impediments  out  of  her 
way. 

In  fhort  they  fhould  both  in  the  matter  of  which  they  are 
compofed,  and  in  their  manner  of  being  applied,  be  made 
to  coincide  with  the  proper  curative  intention;  where  de- 
ftrudion  of  parts  is  intended  they  fhould  be  fuch  as  will  exe¬ 
cute  that  purpofe  fooneft,  and  with  the  leaf!  poflible  fatigue 
to  the  patient ;  but  where  eafe,  a  free  circulation,  and  a  fu¬ 
ture  fuppuration  are  neceffary,  they  fhould  be  foft,  lenient, 
and  relaxing,  and  applied  in  fuch  manner  as  to  be  no  bur¬ 
den,  nor  refill  thofe  efforts  which  nature  always  makes  to¬ 
wards  reiloring  dilated  parts  to  their  natural  Hate  and  fize  ; 
fuch  are  neceffary  and  right,  and  conducive  to  a  cure ;  but  all 
thofe  which  irritate  or  give  pain  unneceffarily,  thofe  which 
make  a  painful  diftention  and  hinder  the  operations  of  nature, 
either  in  the  afl  of  fuppuration,  or  in  the  reftorationof  diftend- 
ed  parts  to  their  natural  capacities,  are  abfurd  and  wrong, 
tho’  rendered  venerable  by  the  fan&ion  of  all  antiquity. 

In  the  particular  cafe  of  a  divided  tunica  vaginalis,  that 
degree  of  thicknefs  and  hardnefs  which  it  fometimes  acquires 
by  long  diftention,  is  urged  as  a  reafon  for  the  neceffity  of 
cauftic  dreffings  ;  to  which  I  cannot  agree,  having  often 
experienced  the  contrary.  That  membrane,  like  all  others 
of  the  exangous  kind,  is  difficult  and  flow  of  digeftion,  eft 
pecially  if  altered  by  difeafe  ;  but  that  it  will  in  time  become 

doughy. 
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Tii  is  is  all  which  is  neceffary  when  the 
facculus  containing  the  water  is  tole  rably 
thin  ;  but  if  by  long  diflention  it  is  become 
thick  and  hard,  it  cannot  contract  itfelf 
upon  the  difcharge  of  its  contents,  and 
being  difficult  of  digefiion  makes  a  trou- 
blefome  part  of  the  lips  of  the  fore  :  in  this 
cafe,  the  bed  way  is  to  remove  a  fmall  part 
of  it  on  each  fide  of  the  incifion,  at  the 
time  of  the  firft  divifion,  which  the  loofe 
texture  of  the  dartos  renders  very  eafily 
practicable. 

A  knif  e  will  execute  this  with  the  moil 


expedition  and  eafe;  the  method  propofedby 
Mr.  Douglafs  of  doing  it  at  feveral  times 
with  the  probe  fciflars,  is  tedious  and  pain¬ 
ful,  nor  is  the  removal  of  an  oval  piece  of 
the  fcrotum,  as  advifed  by  that  gentleman. 


at  all  neceffary  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  more 
loofe  that  part  of  the  fcrotum  is  which 
covers  the  tefticle  when  deprived  of  its 
vaginal  coat,  and  the  more  it  is  capable  of 
corrugation,  the  better  for  the  patient  on 
many  accounts. 

There  is  one  more  circumfhnce  relative 
to  this  operation,  which  feems  to  me  to  be 


iloughy,  fuppurate,  digeft  and  produce  a  kindly  incarnation 
by  the  mere  ufe  of  fimple  eafy  applications,  and  without  that 
of  any  efcharotic,  (not  even  the  red  pxecipit Me)  I  have 
often  and  often  experienced. 
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of  confequence  enough  not  to  be  omittecL 
Which  is,  that  when  the  quantity  of  water 
is  large,  and  the  tunic  and  fcrotum  much 
upon  the  ftretch,  it  is  better  to  difcharge  ' 
the  fluid  by  pundlure,  and  not  perform  the 
operation  for  a  radical  cure  till  a  frefh  ac¬ 
cumulation  has  again  moderately  diftended 
it. 


The  inflammation  neceffarily  confequent 
upon  the  divifion  of  thefe  parts,  feizing 
them  juft  after  they  have  been  fo  much  on 
the  ftretch,  and  fo  fuddenly  let  loofe,  may 
be,  and  I  think  I  might  fay  that  I  have 
feen  it,  prove  productive  of  worfe  fymp- 
toms,  and  a  higher  degree  of  inflammation 
than  occurs  when  the  fame  parts  are  divided 
in  a  lefs  diftended  ft  ate. 

With  thefe  cautions,  and  under  thefe 
reftridtions,  I  never  faw  this  method  of 
cure  prove  hazardous  or  end  fatally  but 
twice  in  my  life  ;  but  I  mu  ft  again  repeat, 
that  the  choice  of  an  improper  fubjedt,  or 
a  negledt  of  the  proper  cautions,  will  ren¬ 
der  both  this  and  the  ufe  of  the  cauftic 
always  troublefome,  and  frequently  dan¬ 


gerous. 

© 
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SECT.  VIII. 

The  H  1MATOCELE 

IS  a  tumor  of  the  fcrotum,  or  of  the 
Spermatic  procefs  proceeding  from,  or 
caufed  by  extravafated  blood,  and  tho’ 
fpoken  of  by  the  generality  of  writers  as  one 
fimple  difeafe,  is  liable  to  fuch  variety  both 
of  nature  and  of  Situation,  as  really  to  re¬ 
quire  to  be  divided  into  two  or  three ;  one 
of  which  is  original,  or  may  happen  with¬ 
out  the  intervention  of  any  force  ab  extra, 
the  others  are  generally  the  confequence  of 
a  chirurgic  operation. 

This  distinction  between  the  different 
kinds  of  hasmatocele,  appears  to  me  to  be 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  be  made  by  whoever 
would  rightly  understand  the  true  nature 
of  them  for  from  the  cafes  of  this  difeafe 
which  have  come  within  my  own  obferva- 
tion,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  gene¬ 
ral  conception  of  it  is  Somewhat  erroneous, 
the  prognostic  ill-founded  and  hafty,  and 
relief  often  attainable  by  much  e after  means 
than  thofe  which  are  moit  frequently  pro- 
poled  . 

I  3 


If 


iiB  Practical  R em arks  on 

If  I  conceive  rightly  of  this  matter  the 
difeafe  properly  called  hematocele  is  of 
three  kinds,  two  of  which  have  their  feat 
in  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  the  third  in  the 
tunica  communis  of  the  fpermatic  veffels. 

It  fometimes  happens  in  tapping  a  hy¬ 
drocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  that  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  clear  limpid  water  is  difcharged,  and 
the  fcrotum  thereby  perfectly  emptied,  but 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours  it  feems  to  be 
filling  again,  and  in  a  day  or  two  is  as  large 
and  as  full  as  before  the  pundture  was 
made. 

Upon  making  a  fecond  perforation,  the 
difcharge  inllead  of  water  is  either  mere 
blood,  or  a  fluid  very  deeply  tinged  with 
blood.  This  is  one  kind  of  hematocele. 

In  pafiing  the  lancet  in  order  to  let  out 
the  water  from  a  hydrocele  of  the  vaginal 
coat,  a  ve fields  fometimes  wounded,  which 
is  of  fuch  fize  as  to  tinge  the  fluid  pretty 
deeply  during  the  time  of  its  running  out; 
the  orifice  becoming  clofe  when  the  water 
is  drawn  off  and  a  plafter  applied,  the  blood 
ceafes  to  be  difcharged  thereat,  but  infinu- 
ates  itfelf  partly  into  the  cavity  of  the  tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis,  and  partly  into  the  cells  of 
ghe  dartos,  making  in  a  few  hours  time  a 

tumor 
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tumor  nearly  equal  in  lize  to  the  hy¬ 
drocele. 

This  is  another  kind  of  hsematocele,  or 
at  leaf!;  produced  in  a  different  manner 
from  the  former,  tho’  both  of  them  be¬ 
long  principally  to  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
and  have  no  relation  to,  or  connexion  with 
the  ipermatic  velfels. 

The  third  con  fills  in  a  rupture  of  a 
branch  of  the  fpermatic  vein,  by  means  of 
which  the  cellular  membrane  inveiling 
thofe  velfels  becomes  more  or  lefs  dillended, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  blood  which 
is  extravalated,  and  makes  a  tumor  to  the 
touch  not  much  unlike  to  an  omental 
hernia. 

T'hefe  three  make  all  the  fpecies  of  this 
difeafe  which  I  have  ever  leen,  and  thefe 
I  have  feen  fo  very  didindlly  as  not  to  have 
the  leall  doubt  about  the  exiftence  of  them 
all,  and  of  their  difference  from  each 
other. 

The  laffc  of  them,  viz.  that  in  which  the 
elfulion  is  made  in  the  cells  of  the  tunica 
communis,  being  mod  commonly  produced 
by  fome  great  or  fudden  effort,  or  exertion 
of  force,  is  generally  fubmitted  to  by  the 
patient  as  an  accident,  and  let  what  will  be 
the  confequence,  it  is  looked  upon  as  inevi- 

I  4  table ; 
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table  j  but  the  two  former  making  their 
appearance  immediately  after  the  operation 
of  perforating  the  fcrotum,  are  by  raoft 
people  thought  to  be  the  efFedt  of  mifchief 
done  by  the  improper  performance  of  that 
operation. 

This  is  no  pleafant  refledtion  for  the 
operator,  and  the  ifrange  fentence  paffed 
on  this  kind  of  difeaie  by  the  few  writers 
who  have  ipoken  of  it,  viz.  that  it  is  always 
owing  to  a  breach  in  one  of  the  fpermatic 
veffels,  and  can  be  reftrained  by  caftration 
only,  will  not  at  all  leffen  his  uneafinefs. 

Whoever  will  refledt  on  the  original  for¬ 
mation  and  production  of  the  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis,  the  manner  in  which  the  tefticle  gets 
into  it,  their  connexion  with  each  other, 
and  the  difpofition  of  the  fpermatic  veffels 
in  the  tunica  communis,  may  fee  that  it  is 
abfolutely  impoffible  for  any  effuffon  to  be 
made  from  the  fpermatic  artery  or  vein, 
into  the  cavity  of  the  vaginal  coat.  The 
fpermatic  veffels,  while  within  the  abdo¬ 
men,  lye  behind  the  peritoneum,  and  when, 
they  quit  that  cavity,  and  have  paffed  thro’ 
the  opening  in  the  oblique  mufcle,  are  en¬ 
veloped  in  that  cellular  fubftance  called  the 
tunica  communis,  but  have  no  commu¬ 
nication 


the  HYDROCELE,  Be,  121 
ideation  with  the  cavity  of  the  vagina,} 
tunic. 

*  J  *  ■  -  ’ 

The  lpermatics  may  undoubtedly,  like 
gny  other  velfel,  burft  or  be  wounded,  but 
in  the  former  cafe  the  effufion  will  he  made 
into  the  cells  of  the  inverting  membrane ; 
and  with  regard  to  the  latter,  an  inftrument 
piercing  the  fcrotum  diftended  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  to  authorife  perforation,  can  never 
come  near  to,  much  lefs  wound  any  branch 
of  them  :  in  this  operation  no  velfel  can  be 
wounded  but  what  belongs  to  the  fcrotum, 
dartos,  or  tunica  vaginalis,  no  other  being 
within  the  reach  of  the  inftrument. 

The  tunica  vaginalis,  in  a  natural  and 
healthy  ftate,  is  a  membrane  which  tho’ 
firm  is  of  no  great  thicknefs,  it  is  of  a  white 
or  rather  of  a  reddilh  white  colour,  and  its 
velfel s  are  no  more  apparent  to  the  eye 
than  thofe  of  the  tunica  albuginea ;  but 
when  it  has  been  long  or  much  diftended, 
it  becomes  thick  and  tough,  and  the 
velfels,  efpecially  on  its  inner  furface,  are 

fo  large  as  to  be  very  vifible  and  moft  fre¬ 
quently  varicous  :  if  one  of  thefe  lies  in  the 
way  of  the  lancet,  it  is  fometimes  wounded 
by  it,  in  which  cafe  the  ftrft  part  of  the  fe- 
rum  which  is  di {charged  is  pretty  deeply 
tinged  with  blood,  but  that  generally  foon 

ceafes. 
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ceafes,  and  nothing  more  is  feen  or  heard 
of  it ;  but  it  alfo  fometimes  happens,  either 
from  the  toughnefs  of  the  tunic,  or  from 
the  varicous  Rate  of  the  veffel,  that  the 
wound  made  in  it  does  not  immediately 
unite,  but  difcharges  blood  into  the  cavity 
of  the  faid  tunic,  and  thereby  renders  a 
new  operation  neceffary. 

This,  as  I  have  obferved  before,  is  one 
fpecies  of  hasmatocele,  and  is  plainly  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  divilion  of  a  blood-veffel  in 
the  vaginal  coat. 

As  the  quantity  of  water  in  a  hydrocele 
increafes,  the  membrane  which  compofes 
the  vaginal  tunic  thickens,  and  becomes 
hard  and  tough,  but  the  blood  velfels,  ef- 
pecially  of  its  inner  furface,  are  generally 
in  proportion  enlarged,  and  rendered  lefs 
capable  of  refi (lance. 

Upon  the  fudden  drawing  off  the  water 
from  the  over-ftretched  bag,  and  thereby 
removing  all  the  counter-prelfure  which  it 
made  againft  the  fides  of  the  dilated  veflels, 
fome  of  them  buril  and  (lied  their  con¬ 
tents  ;  if  the  quantity  thus  (lied  is  (mail,  it 
is  foon  abforbed  again,  and  creating  no 
trouble  is  not  known ;  but  if  it  is  confide- 

rable. 
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rable,  it  produces  a  new  tumor  by  again 
diftending  the  cavity  of  the  vaginal  coat  ft 
This  is  the  fecond  fpecies  of  haematocele, 
which  like  the  fir  ft  belongs  to  the  vaginal 
tunic  only,  and  has  no  concern  whatever 
with  the  fpermatic  veflels.  In  both  of 
them  the  cavity  which  had  been  filled  with 
water  becomes  in  a  very  little  time  diftended 
with  blood,  and  muft  in  both,  if  not  ab- 
forbed  or  diftipated,  be  difcharged  by  open¬ 
ing  the  containing  bag,  but  in  neither  of 
thefe  can  caftration  be  ever  neceflary ;  the 
mere  divifion  of  the  facculus,  and  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  dry  lint  to  its  infide,  will  in  ge¬ 
neral  if  not  always  reftrain  this  kind  of 
haemorrhage,  and  anfwer  every  purpofe  for 
which  fo  fevere  as  well  as  unnecelfary  a  re¬ 
medy  has  been  prefcribed  g. 

In 

f  From  this  caufe  it  happens  very  often  that  the  laft  run¬ 
ning  (if  I  may  fo  fay)  of  the  water  from  a  hydrocele  when 
let  out  by  pun&ure  is  bloody,  all  the  firlt  part  having  been 
perfectly  clear ;  and  a  bloody  difcharge  may  almofi:  always 
be  produced  upon  the  fame  occafion  by  prelling  and  hand¬ 
ling  the  fcrotum  while  the  bag  is  emptying  itfelf. 

They  who  would  fee  a  very  ingenious  account  of  this  kind 
of  hematocele,  and  a  very  probable  application  of  the  fame 
principle  to  explain  feme  other  appearances  in  difeafes,  may 
find  it  in  the  Edinburgh  EfTays,  from  ProfelTor  Monro  the 
father. 

g  It  may  indeed  happen  that  the  blood  of  the  patient  may 
be  in  fuch  a  flate  as  to  be  incapable  of  coagulation  ;  in  which 
cafe  the  haemorrhage  will  continue  from  the  infide  of  the  fac 

tho* 
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In  the  third  fpecies  of  this  complaint  the 
fpermatic  veffels  are  primarily  and  princi¬ 
pally  concerned ;  in  this  the  hazard  is  fome- 
times  confiderable,  and  caftration  often  the 
unicum  remedium.  It  confifts  of  a  rup¬ 
ture  or  breach  of  a  branch  of  the  fpermatic 
vein,  in  confequence  of  which,  the  tunica 
communis  of  the  procefs,  or  the  common 
cellular  membrane  which  furrounds  and 

connects 

tho’  it  Is  laid  open,  and  from  all  the  divided  parts :  this  i3 
a  circumflance  which,  tho’  very  hazardous,  can  neither  be 
forefeen  nor  prevented,  nor  do  I  know  in  this  hate  of  the 
juices  what  benefit  can  arife  from  caftration,  as  the  dif- 
charge  of  blood  will  certainly  be  continued  from  all  parts 
of  the  incifion  neceiTary  for  fuch  operation,  upon  the  fame 
principle  and  for  the  fame  reafon  that  it  could  not  be  re¬ 
trained  from  the  infide  of  the  fac. 

Such  an  indifpofition  of  blood  is  often  in  chachedlc  ha¬ 
bits  the  caufe  of  haemorrhage  long  after  amputation  ;  fome- 
times  from  the  large  veffels  which  had  been  tied  at  the  time 
of  the  operation,  fometimes  from  all  the  fmall  ones  on  the 
furface  of  the  flump  :  if  this  want  of  an  agglutinating  qua¬ 
lity  in  the  juices  is  either  not  correded,  or  is  incapable 
of  corrredion,  it  generally  goes  hard  with  the  patient,  let 
the  operation  be  what  or  where  it  may  ;  for  it  is  not  merely 
the  fuppreflion  of  the  haemorrhage  that  is  required,  the  fame 
ill  quality  of  the  blood  will  prevent  fuppuration,  produce 
bloody  fanious  gleeting,  gangrene,  and  mortification.  This 
is  an  evil  of  which  every  praditioner  mull  have  met  with 
many  inflances,  and  therefore  it  is  almoft  unneceffary  to 
mention  any  particular  ones ;  but  as  the  common  method 
of  letting  the  water  out  from  an  hydrocele  by  pundure  may 
pofiibly  be  thought  not  to  be  among  thofe  which  fuch  flate 
of  blood  is  likely  to  affed,  I  have  in  the  1 6th  and  17  th 
cafes  related  two  inflances  of  its  being  fo  » 
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connedfs  the  velfels,  becomes  loaded  with 
extravafated  blood. 

External  violence  will  tear  or  wound 
thofe  parts  as  well  as  all  others  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  them,  and  a  wound  inflidted  here 
will  caufe  the  fame  extravafation  as  in  any 
other  vafcular  part that  which  I  mean  to 
fpeak  of  in  this  place  is  not  the  effedt  of 
external  force,  but  produced  by  fudden  or 
great  effort  in  pulling  or  lifting  heavy 
weights,  or  by  otherwife  {training  thofe 
mufcles,  by  whofe  adtion  the  contents  of 
the  abdomen  are  compreffed. 

This  may  happen  to  a  man  whofe  blood 
and  juices  are  in  the  moft  healthy  flate ; 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  cavity  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  but  is  a  breach  of  one 
of  the  fpermatic  veffels,  and  may  really  re¬ 
quire  cafcration  as  a  remedy. 

The  cafes  of  this  kind  which  have  come 
within  my  knowledge,  have  by  the  patients 
been  miftaken  for  ruptures ;  to  which  the 
fudden  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  its  gene¬ 
ral  manner  of  produdtion,  its  look  and  its 
feel,  do  not  a  little  contribute,  and  may 
impofe  even  on  better  judges. 

The  appearance  which  this  accident 
makes,  and  the  manner  in  which  thofe 
which  I  have  met  with  have  been  treated, 

may 
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may  be  been  in  the  18th,  19th  and  20th 
cafes ;  thofe  which  immediately  precede 
being  relative  to  the  haematocele  of  the  tu- 
tunica  vaginalis  and  membranes  of  the 
fcrotum. 


CASE  XII. 

A,  Healthy  man  about  30  years  old  called 

J’~  upon  me  and  defired  me  to  let  out  the 
water  from  an  hydrocele,  which  operation 
lie  laid  had  been  performed  upon  him 
twice  a  year  for  fome  time  pad,  by  the  late 
Mr.  Bell,  in  Red-lyon  Square,  and  defired 
alfo  that  it  might  be  done  with  a  lancet. 

I  made  a  punilure  and  let  out  near  a 
pint  of  fluid,  the  fil'd:  part  of  which  was 
deeply  tinged  with  blood,  but  foon  became 
clear,  and  when  I  put  on  his  plader  it  did 
not  bleed  a  drop. 

The  next  morning  he  came  to  me  again, 
told  me  had  bled  a  good  deal  in  the  night, 
and  fhowed  me  his  linen,  which  was  much 
gained  with  it  ;  but  as  there  was  no  dif- 
charge  at  that  time,  I  only  renewed  his 
plader,  put  on  a  bag-trufs,  and  advifed 
him  to  keep  quiet  at  home. 

As  he  remained  free  from  hemorrhage 
for  fome  hours,  he  negledted  my  lad  cau¬ 
tion. 
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tion,  and  walked  about  a  good  deal,  and 
the  next  morning  fent  for  me  to  look  at  his 
fcrotum,  which  was  very  large  and  full, 
hut  without  any  appearance  of  fugillation. 

I  made  no  doubt  from  all  the  circum- 
ftances  that  the  tumor  was  formed  by 

mf 

blood,  told  him  my  opinion,  and  advifed 
him  if  it  did  not  diffipate  by  proper  at¬ 
tempts,  to  have  the  vaginal  coat  laid  open 
and  thereby  obtain  a  perfedt  cure. 

Some  time  was  fpent  in  endeavouring  its 
difcuflion,  during  which  it  became  rather 
bigger  and  every  now  and  then  bled  pretty 
freely  from  the  pundture,  which  became 
fpongy  and  would  not  heal. 

At  laft  finding  our  attempts  ineffedtual, 
he  fubmitted  to  my  propofition  of  having 
it  laid  open  •,  a  large  quantity  of  blood  was 
difcharged,  fome  in  a  hate  of  fluidity,  but, 
principally  grumous.  I  made  the  incifion 
no  larger  than  juft  to  give  room  to  apply 
fome  fine  lint  to  the  infide  of  the  facculus, 
no  hemorrhage  followed,  nor  any  other 
lymptom  or  trouble  than  ufually  attends 
this  operation,  and  in  about  fix  or  feven 
weeks  he  was  well. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIII. 

A  N  elderly  man  who  had  often  had  a 
**  ^  hydrocele  tapped  at  the  hofpital,  came 
One  day  as  ufual  j  I  pierced  it  with  a  lan¬ 
cet  and  let  out  the  water,  but  was  near 
half  an  hour  before  I  could  fupprefs  an  hae¬ 
morrhage  from  the  orifice. 

The  next  day  he  came  again,  and  com¬ 
plained  to  one  of  my  dreflers  that  he  had 
bled  more  or  lefs  ever  fince  *  he  was  again 
dreffed  and  advifed  to  go  to  bed  and  keep 
tpfiet. 

The  third  day  when  I  was  again  at  the 
hofpital,  he  came  and  fhewed  me  his  fcro- 
tum,  which  was  as  full  as  before  he  had 
been  tapped,  the  pundture  was  not  healed* 
and  upon  preffure  fome  blood  Hill  dis¬ 
charged  from  it ;  he  faid  he  could  not  af¬ 
ford  to  reft  from  his  daily  labour,  and  as 
my  week  was  expired  Mr.  Crane  took  him 
into  the  houfe  under  his  care; 

Finding  the  bloody  difcharge  ftill  con¬ 
tinue,  notwithftanding  he  kept  his  bed, 
Mr.  Crane  made  a  pretty  free  incifion  into 
the  tumor,  turned  out  a  good  deal  of  co¬ 
agulated  blood  with  his  finger,  and  then 
filled  the  cavity  with  dry  lint :  from  this 
I  time 
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time  he  had  no  farther  haemorrhage,  and 
the  man  did  very  well. 

In  thefe  two  cafes  the  divilion  of  a  blood- 
velfel  at  the  time  of  the  pundture  was 
pretty  certain  from  the  immediate  haemor¬ 
rhage.  Had  the  wounded  vellel s  belonged 
to  the  lcrotum,  there  wrould  have  been  no 
lodgment  of  blood  in  the  vaginal  tunic, 
tho’  pofiibly  there  might  in  the  cells  of  the 
dartos ;  and  from  all  the  attending  cir- 
cumflances,  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  ex- 
travafation  came  from  feme  of  the  velfels 
of  the  tunica  vaginalis  itfelf :  however,  be 
that  as  it  may,  no  application  was  made 
in  either  cafe  to  the  ipermatics,  and  the 
haemorrhage  was  fupprelfed  in  both  by  the 
application  of  dry  lint  merely. 

CAS  E  XIV. 

Gentleman  who  ufed  to  come  out  of 
Kent  every  ilx  or  feven  months  to 
have  a  large  hydrocele  tapped,  came  to  me 
in  great  alarm. 

Having  often  had  the  water  drawn  off 
by  pundture  in  London  without  any  incon¬ 
venience,  he  determined  to  let  the  apo- 

K, 
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thecary  of  the  village  where  he  lived  do  it 
for  him  ;  the  operation  was  performed  in 
the  ufual  manner,  the  ufual  quantity  of 
water  difcharged,  and  the  bag  perfectly 
emptied.  : 

The  next  morning  to  his  great  aftonifh- 

O  O 

merit  he  found  his  lcrotum  near  as  large  as 
before  the  pundture,  he  fent  for  the  apo¬ 
thecary  who  made  it,  and  who  being  as 
much  furprifed  as  himfelf,  advifed  him  to 
get  into  a  poft-chaife  immediately  and  come 
to  London. 

Upon  hearing  his  account,  and  upon  fee¬ 
ing  and  feeling  the  tumor,  I  made  no  fcru- 
ple  to  tell  him  that  it  wras  blood,  and  that 
if  it  did  not  diffipate  by  reft  and  proper  ap¬ 
plications,  it  mult  be  let  out ;  that  a  iim- 
ple  pundture  would  in  all  probability  be 
only  a  temporary  relief,  but  that  if  it 
fhould  become  neceffary,  an  incifion  would 
procure  him  aperfedt  cure. 

All  applications  proved  fruitlefs,  the  tu¬ 
mor  rather  increafed  than  leflened,  and  as 
his  habit  and  health  were  extremely  good, 
and  his  age  not  an  advanced  one,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  iubmit  to  the  operation,  provided 
I  would  ftrft  let  him  fee  by  a  pundture,  that 
the  tumor  contained  what  I  fufpedted. 

4 
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I  pafled  a  lancet  into  the  lower  part,  and 
gave  difcharge  to  a  clear  florid  blood,  and 
while  that  was  running  out,  by  means  of  a 
probe-pointed  knife,  I  inlarged  the  incifion 
fufftciently  to  admit  of  the  facculus  being 
lightly  filled  with  lint. 

For  a  day  or  two  the  fymptoms  were  un¬ 
toward,  and  the  difcharge  large  and  bloody, 
but  by  proper  care,  and  the  help  of  the 
bark  and  elixir  vitrioli  the  bleeding  ceafed, 
and  every  thing  did  well. 

CASE  XV. 

A  Lufty  healthy  man  about  40,  who  had 
^  *•  the  care  of  a  manufadturer’s  ware- 
houfe  in  my  neighbourhood,  confulted  me 
on  a  large  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  : 
the  parts  were  fo  much  upon  the  ftretch, 
that  I  advifed  him  to  have  the  water  let 
out  immediately ;  he  confented,  and  I  drew 
off  by  means  of  a  trochar,  above  20  ounces, 
perfectly  clear  and  limpid. 

As  he  had  carried  his  burden  a  great 
while  and  had  never  been  tapped  before, 
he  was  much  furprifed  at  the  immediate 
relief,  and  contrary  to  my  advice  went  to 
work  dire&ly. 

K  2 
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The  next  morning  he  came  to  me  again 
under  the  utmoft  concern,  his  ferotum  be¬ 
ing  near  half  as  big  as  before  the  pundture 
was  made.  I  was  clear  from  the  appear¬ 
ance,  and  from  all  the  circumftances  that 
it  was  blood,  and  very  apprehenfive  that 
it  would  require  laying  open  ;  an  operation 
which  his  conftitution  and  manner  of  living 


would  have  rendered  hazardous. 

I  ordered  him  home  to  bed  immediately, 
took  fome  blood  from  his  arm,  and  directed 
a  cooling  purge  for  the  next  morning  ;  the 
ferotum  was  wrapped  in  a  cloth  folded 
feven  or  eight  times,  and  wetted  in  a  folu- 
tion  of  fal.  ammon.crud.  in  vinegar,  which 


he  had  orders  to  renew  as  often  as  it  be¬ 
came  dry.  On  the  third  day  I  bled  him 
again,  and  ordered  him  another  purge  for 
the  fourth  day  •,  the  fame  application  was 
continued  to  the  ferotum. 

Finding  the  tumor  by  thefe  means  quite 
at  a  Hand,  and  imagining  that  if  by  mend¬ 
ing  his  blood  any  farther  effunon  could  be 
prevented,  what  was  already  in  the  bag 
might  poffibly  be  abforbed  or  diffipated,  I 
advifed  him  to  take  a  dram  of  the  cortex 
every  fix  hours,  which  he  did  for  as  many 
days,  during  which  time  the  tumor  vifibly 

leffened : 
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leffened  :  this  encouraged  us  to  go  on  in  the 
fame  manner  both  with  regard  to  externals 
and  internals,  and  by  thefe  means  and  the 
moil  perfedl  reft,  he  got  well  for  that  time, 
that  is,  all  the  tumor  which  I  make  not  the 
lead  doubt  from  fimilar  cafes  was  caufed 
by  blood,  diffipated,  and  feveral  months 
after  the  bag  began  to  fill  again  with  water. 
I  advifed  him  to  have  it  let  out  before  it 
came  to  near  the  fize  it  had  been  when  firff 
1  faw  it  j  he  did  fo,  and  had  no  more  trou¬ 
ble  with  it  than  people  ufually  have  from 
the  limple  pundture,  when  the  contents 
are  merely  water. 

In  the  with  cafe  there  was  no  reafon  to 

i 

fuppofe  any  vefiel  wounded  by  the  lancet, 
as  there  was  no  blood  difcharged,  nor  was 
the  water  at  all  tinged  ;  that  which  filled 
the  tunica  vaginalis  wras  certainly  fixed  from 
the  veffels  on  the  infide  of  that  facculus, 
upon  removing  the  preffure  of  the  water  : 
the  means  ufed  for  a  cure  confirms  this 
opinion,  for  the  only  application  which 
was  made  was  made  to  that  tunic,  and  as 
the  fpermatic  veffels  could  not  be  fuppofed 
to  be  concerned  in  the  production  of  the 

K  3  difeafe. 
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difeafe,  no  notice  was  taken  of  them  in 
the  cure. 

The  15th  cafe  was  I  dare  fay  the  fame 
in  nature,  but  luckily  gave  way  to  fuch 
means  as  were  ufed  for  its  diffipation ;  had 
it  not  done  fo,  it  mud;  have  been  treated  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  former,  tho’  the 
circumftances  of  the  patient’s  habit  were 
by  no  means  favourable  for  fach  an  ope- 

ration. 

»/«.■'  * 


CASE  XVI. 

A  Man  about  47  years  old,  of  a  fallow 
complexion,  and  fubjeft  to  cholicky 
complaints,  had  the  water  drawn  off  from 
a  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  by 
means  of  a  fmall  trochar ;  the  quantity 
was  near  a  wine  pint,  and  the  fcrotum  was 
perfectly  emptied. 

The  next  morning  it  appeared  to  contain 
a  fluid,  though  in  no  great  quantity  j  he 
fhowed  it  to  his  furgeon,  who  imagined  it 
might  be  water,  and  advifed  him  to  take  a 
brifk  purge  and  put  on  a  bag-trufs :  in 
three  days  it  was  fo  manifeftly  increafed  as 
to  make  the  patient  very  uneafy,  and  de- 
flrous  of  farther  advice. 


On 
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On  the  6th  day  from  the  pundture  I  faw 
him,  and  found  the  fcrotum  fo  inlarged 
that  I  fliould  fuppofe  the  tunica  vaginalis 
to  contain  fix  or  feven  ounces ;  it  was 
plainly  a  fluid  which  diftended  it,  but  did 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  water  ;  I  fufpedted 
it  to  be  blood,  and  advifed  a  difcutient  ap¬ 
plication,  and  the  free  life  of  the  bark  ;  but 
thefe  not  agreeing  with  the  humor  either  of 
patient  or  burgeon,  he  did  neither,  but 
took  three  or  four  brifk  water  purges,  and 
ufed  a  warm  fomentation.  At  the  end  of 
a  month  I  was  defired  to  fee  him  again, 
when  I  found  the  tumor  much  larger,  and 
his  ftrength  not  a  little  impaired  by  his 
purging.  The  fcrotum  was  now  fo  much 
on  the  ftretch  as  to  be  painful,  and  was  fo 
great  hindrance  to  him  in  his  buiinefs,  as 
to  determine  him  to  have  it  let  out  again. 

I  told  him  that  it  was  now  of  fuch  flze, 
and  contained  fo  much,  that  I  did  verily  be¬ 
lieve  he  would  get  rid  of  it  by  no  other 
means ;  but  at  the  fame  time  advifed  him 
to  be  prepared  for  the  necefiity  of  laying  it 
open,  in  cafe  the  contents  fhould  be  blood, 
and  the  haemorrhage  continue  after  the  bag 
had  been  emptied. 

K  4  The 
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The  opening  was  made  by  a  lancet,  with 
a  view  to  the  operation  if  it  fhould  be  found 
neceftary,  the  difcharge  was  dear  fluid 
blood,  but  our  patient  would  not  fuffer 
any  thing  more  to  be  done  than  merely 
drawing  it  off  :  he  was  dreffed  with  a 
pledget  and  plafter,  and  tied  on  his  trufs 
again  with  a  fmall  bag. 

He  bled  all  that  night  and  part  of  the 


next  day,  and  when  I  law  him  again  could 
not  have  loft  lefs  than  a  pint. 

I  was  thoroughly  apprehenflve  what 
might  be  the  confequence  of  an  operation 
in  fuch  a  habit,  but  ftiil  it  feemed  to  me 
the  unicum  remedium,  for  medicine  he 
would  take  none. 

•  day, 

and  then  he  fubmitted  to  have  it  laid 


The  bleeding  continued  anoth 


open. 

The  diviflon  difcovered  no  one  bleeding 
veffel,  nor  did  I  imagine  it  would,  being 
my  1  elf  thoroughly  fatisfled  that  it  came 
from  the  internal  furface  of  the  vaginal 
coat ;  he  was  dreffed  with  dry  lint,  and  put 
to  bed  with  an  opiate. 

All  that  day  and  the  fucceeding  night  a 
bloody  difcharge  came  in  large  quantities 
through  the  dreflings,  the  lint  adhered 

firmly 
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firmly  to  the  edges,  the  lips  of  the  wound 
had  no  tumor,  nor  figns  of  inflammation, 
but  were  foft  and  flabby;  I  told  him  my 
opinion  and  prefled  his  taking  the  bark,  or 
having  more  advice ;  he  would  do  neither, 
and  only  repeated  his  opiate,  which  by 
fweating  him  profufely  did  him  rather  harm 
than  good. 

On  the  third  day  from  the  operation, 
the  bloody  diicharge  flill  continuing  in 
great  quantity,  his  pulfe  failing  a  little,  and 
being  now  lick  and  faint,  he  began  to  be 
alarmed,  and  buffered  me  to  diredt  for  him 
what  I  thought  proper. 

I  ordered  him  a  draught  with  a  dram  of 
the  cortex,  half  a  dram  of  confedt.  cardiaca, 
and  three  or  four  drops  of  tindf.  thebaic, 
every  four  hours. 

Not  to  make  the  account  tedious  by  a 
minute  relation  of  little  circumftances,  I 
111  all  only  add,  that  he  perfiffed  in  this 
courfe  near  four  days  before  the  bleeding 
intirely  ceafed,  and  then  the  lips  of  the 
inciflon  firft:  inflamed  and  afterwards  fup- 
purated,  and  by  continuing  the  fame  me¬ 
thod,  he  (not  without  much  difficulty)  got 
well. 


CAS  E 
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CASE  XVII. 

A  Man  about  30  years  old,  of  a  pale 
"  complexion,  but  according  to  his  own 
account  in  good  health,  had  a  hydrocele 
of  the  tunica  vaginalis. 

It  was  not  remarkably  large  in  diameter, 
hut  was  much  longer  from  above  down¬ 
ward  than  any  which  I  had  ever  feen  it 
had  never  been  emptied,  and  the  fc  rot  urn 
was  remarkably  tenfe  and  ftretched. 

It  was  extreamly  troublefome  to  him  in 
his  bufinefs,  which  was  that  of  a  taylor, 
and  he  was  defirous  of  getting  a  perfect 
cure  ;  to  which  I  mud  own  I  then  faw  no 
reafonable  objection.  As  he  had  lived  in 
his  ufual  manner  without  any  regard  to  the 
operation,  I  deferred  it  for  a  few  days, 
and  in  the  mean  time  took  away  fome  blood 
from  him,  and  gave  him  a  cooling  purge  or 
two. 

In  the  operation  the  vaginal  coat  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  prodigioully  dretched,  its  in- 
fide  very  ruddy,  and  the  whole  of  it  much 
thickened,  for  which  reafon  I  removed  a 
fmall  portion  of  its  fides. 


Imme 
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Immediately  after  the  operation  he  took 
a  grain  of  extrad:  thebaic,  and  had  orders 
to  repeat  it  at  the  diftance  of  fix  or  eight 
hours  if  his  pain  was  great,  or  he  got  no 
reft;  this  proved  unneceflary,  for  he  felt 
little  pain  after  he  got  to  bed,  and  flept  for 
two  hours  or  more. 

The  next  morning  he  was  very  well,  no 
heat,  nor  even  that  degree  of  febrile  acce¬ 
leration  of  pulfe  which  might  be  expected 
and  which  generally  attends  on  this  inci- 
fion,  and  he  pafled  the  whole  day  as  well, 
but  early  on  the  third  morning  I  had  no¬ 
tice  fent  me  that  he  bled. 

When  I  came  to  him  I  found  that  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  bloody  fluid  had 
oufed  through  the  dreffings  into  the  bed, 
but  feemed  now  ftopt ;  and  as  the  removal 
of  the  lint  from  membranous  parts  fo  re¬ 
cently  divided,  is  in  general  very  painful, 
I  did  not  then  meddle  with  it,  but  ordered 
the  nurfe  to  keep  a  conftant  gentle  p  refill  re 
on  the  part  with  her  hand,  and  to  let  me 
know  if  it  bled  any  more.  The  man  was 
rather  low  than  otherwife,  tho’  his  pulfe 
was  now  quicker  than  it  had  been,  and  he 
complained  of  an  anxiety  and  languor, 
that  made  him  very  uneafy. 


I 
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I  ordered  him  two  ounces  of  the  mixture 
of  the  fal.  abfynth.  cum  fucc.  limon.  every 
fix  hours,  with  half  a  dram  of  the  confedt. 
cardiac,  in  it,  and  to  drink  fome  wine 

In  the  afternoon  I  was  again  fent  for, 
the  bleeding  was  returned,  and  dropt  fail 
through  the  bag-trufs ;  I  immediately  re¬ 
moved  the  dreflings  as  gently  as  I  could, 
and  when  I  had  made  the  part  all  clean,  it 
appeared  plainly  that  the  haemorrhage  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  no  one  velfel,  but  from  ail 
the  divided  parts,  particularly  the  cellular 
membrane. 

Some  of  the  blood  was  caught  in  a  ba- 
fon  and  fet  by  till  it  was  cold  ;  it  was  of  a 
dirty  brown  colour,  andthough  it  thickened 
fomewhat,  yet  it  would  not  coagulate. 
The  fcrotum  initead  of  having  that  tumor 
and  inflammatory  hardnefs  m'ual  upon  fuch 
operation,  was  quite  flaccid  and  folt,  he 
complained  of  no  pain  in  the  part,  but  of 
a  dull  difagreeable  kind  of  uneafineis,  and 
weight  of  that  fide  of  his  belly. 

The  wound  was  drefied  with  a  foft  di- 
seftive,  to  which  a  little  hot  ol.  tereb.  was 

O 

added,  and  the  pultice  was  made  of  one 
half  of  the  cataplafma  e  cymino,  and  the 

other 
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other  half  ftrong  beer  and .  oatmeal ;  a 
glyfter  was  given  immediately  in  confide- 
ration  of  his  not  having  had  a  fiool  for 
two  days  paft,  and  as  foon  as  it  came  away, 
he  was  ordered  to  take  a  dram  of  the  cor¬ 
tex,  in  a  draught  with  feme  tin Ct.  rad.  fer- 
pentar.  and  to  repeat  it  every  four  hours. 

Ail  the  fucceeding  night  the  bloody 
gleeting  continued,  and  the  pain  in  his 
belly,  but  Rill  no  heat,  no  acceleration  of 
pulfe,  nor  any  febrile  fymptom  of  any 
kind. 

The  glyfter  brought  away  fo  fmall  a 
quantity  of  hard  faeces,  that  I  thought  it 
neceflary  the  next  morning  to  repeat  it,  on 
account  of  the  increaflng  uneaunefs  on  the 
fide  of  his  belly,  and  the  general  fulnefs 
and  tightnefs  of  all  the  parts  below  the 
navel. 

On  the  fifth  day  he  was  much  in  the 
the  fame  ftate  with  regard  to  the  parts,  no 
inflammation,  no  tenfion,  but  a  general 
flabbinefs,  and  the  difeharge  large  and 
bloody  3  his  belly  rather  tighter  and  fuller, 
a  cold  moift  fkin,  a  quick  fmall  pulfe,  a 
general  anxiety  and  reftlefinefs,  and  a  very 
fmall  (tool  from  his  laft  glyfter. 

4 


Con 
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Confidering  the  tightnefs  of  his  belly,  and 
the  fmall  difcharge  which  he  had  per  anum, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  whatever  elfe  might 
be  neceffary  afterwards,  a  Pool  or  two  were 
abfolutely  fo  now,  and  therefore  ordered 
a  proper  dole  of  the  extract  cathart.  to  be 
taken  in  fome  pepper-mint  water,  by  means 
of  which  he  had  two  large  foetid  Pools, 
which  lefiened  the  tightnefs  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  and  gave  him  fome  general  relief  •, 
but  all  the  appearances  upon  the  part  re¬ 
mained  the  fame,  and  the  difcharge  of 
bloody  gleet  as  large  as  ever. 

His  bark  draughts  were  now  made 
warmer  by  the  addition  of  fome  confedt. 
cardiac,  and  fpir.  voiat.  aromat.  which  he 
took  every  three  hours,  but  notwithPand- 
ing  this,  on  the  evening  of  the  lixth  day 
that  part  of  the  fcrotum  which  covered 
the  tePicle  on  the  other  fide,  became  black 
and  was  plainly  mortified,  and  the  next 
day  the  incifion  put  on  the  fame  ap¬ 
pearance. 

Fomentation,  pultice,  proper  d'refiings, 
&c.  were  ufed,  but  without  any  alteration 
for  the  better  ;  on  the  eighth  day  his  pulfe 
began  to  faulter,  his  face  grew  flufhed,  his 
mouth  and  fauces  exceflive  dry,  he  com- 
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plained  of  a  burning  heat  within  him, 
while  all  the  external  parts  were  perfectly 
cold  ;  toward  evening  he  rambled  in  his 
difcourle,  had  a  frequent  hiccough,  and 
early  on  the  ninth  morning  died. 

All  the  fcrotum  was  black  and  truly  in  a 
date  of  mortification,  but  neither  of  the 
tefticles  at  all  altered  ;  all  the  tunica  com¬ 
munis  inverting  the  fpermatic  vefiels  was 
difeafed,  altered  in  colour,  and  exceffively 
dirtended  with  air,  as  well  as  all  the  cellular 
membrane  quite  up  to  the  kidney  on  the 
difeafed  fide ;  the  intertines  alfo  were  much 
inflated  ;  on  the  colon  were  three  large 
fphacelated  fpots,  and  feveral  final!  ones  on 
the  ilium. 

CAS  E  XVIII. 

A  Labouring  man  who  had  fallen  down 
in  the  rtreet  with  a  load  on  his 
back  was  brought  into  St.  Bartholomew’s 
hofpital,  upon  a  fufpicion  of  a  rupture, 
he  having  a  large  fwelling  in  his  groin  and 

fcrotum,  confequent  immediately  on  his 
fall. 


The 
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The  tumor  feemed  to  occupy  the  whole 
fpermatic  procefs,  which  was  To  enlarged 
by  it,  that  its  palTage  from  the  abdomen 
through  the  tendon  could  not  be  diftindly 
felt,  but  the  tefticle  below  was  very  clear. 

The  appearance  of  the  tumor,  the  fud- 
dennefs  of  its  formation,  the  diftind  fitu- 
ation  of  the  tefticle  below,  and  the  acci¬ 
dental  circumftance  of  the  man’s  not  hav¬ 
ing  had  a  .{tool  for  three  days  before,  in¬ 
clined  Mr.  Freke,  whofe  patient  he  be¬ 
came,  to  treat  it  as  a  rupture  of  the  in- 
teftine,  and  after  fome  few  fruitlefs  at¬ 
tempts  toward  a  redudion,  he  determined 
upon  the  operation  immediately. 

He  divided  the  fkin  and  membrana  adi- 
pofa,  down  to  what  he  faid  was  the  hernial 
fac ;  and  when  he  had  fo  done  he  had  a 
mind  to  endeavour  at  the  redudion  of 
the  inteftine  without  opening  the  fac. 

Mr.  Freke  was  a  man  not  eafily  difiuaded 
from  doing  what  he  had  a  mind  to  do,  and 
having  got  this  experiment  into  his  head, 
he  was  determined  to  make  it  now ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  with  his  probe-fcifTar§  he  divided 
the  tendinous  opening  of  the  abdominal 
mufcle,  and  then  again  tried  to  return  the 

piece 
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piece  of  gut;  all  his  trials  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual,  and  at  laft,  though  with  much  re¬ 
luctance,  he  was  obliged  to  lay  open  the 
containing  membrane. 

He  had  no  fooner  done  this,  than  a  large 
quantity  of  blood  partly  grumous,  partly 
fluid,  burfl  forth,  and  the  whole  tumor 
fubfided,  leaving  the  procefs  perfe&ly  free, 
and  a  full  proof  that  it  did  not  contain  any 
portion  of  inteftine. 

The  parts  were  wafhed  clean,  and  fearch 
made  for  the  veflel  whence  this  blood  if- 
fued,  but  no  breach  could  be  found ;  as 
there  was  no  haemorrhage  at  that  time 
nothing  more  was  done,  the  man  was 
drefled  with  dry  lint  and  fome  powdered 
bole,  and  with  common  care  got  very  well, 
without  any  further  haemorrhage  or  trouble. 

In  this  cafe  fome  of  the  circumflances 
rendered  an  inteftinal  hernia  fufpicious,  and 
the  want  of  ftools  might  have  pafled  for  a 
kind  of  confirmation  ;  but  tho’  this  is  one 
fymptom  of  the  ftrangulation  of  a  portion 
of  gut,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  an  infallible 
one,  a  want  of  difcharge  by  {tool  may  hap¬ 
pen  from  other  caufes,  even  in  a  perfon 
having  a  rupture,  but  is  no  reafon  for  the 

L  operation 
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operation  unlefs  it  is  caufed  abfolutely  by 
the  rupture,  and  when  that  is  the  cafe,  it 
is  generally  pointed  out  by  ferae  additional, 
fymptoms  proceeding  from  fuch  retention, 
fuch  as  pain,  hiccough,  vomiting,  fever, 
6cc.  A  coftive  habit  may  attend  a  perfon 
who  has  an  int-eftinal  rupture,  where  the 
gut  labours  under  no  flridture  and  executes 
its  office  though  in  the  fcrotum,  but  fuch 
perfon  will  never  have  the  fame  fymptoms 
as  he  who  fuffers  a  lbrangulation  of  the  in- 
teftine  by  the  tendinous  opening  of  the 
abdominal  mufcle. 

The  patient  in  the  prefent  cafe  had  no 
fymptoms  which  indicated  a  confinement 
of  the  gut,  his  not  having  had  a  ftool  was 
merely  accidental,  and  he  might  undoubt¬ 
edly  have  been  fpared  the  world  part  of  his 
operation,  if  Mr.  Freke  would  have  tried 
the  effedt  of  a  glyfter  or  a  purge. 

The  whim  of  i-eturning  the  gut  in  the 
cafe  of  a  rupture  without  opening  the  fac, 
though  it  has  the  authority  of  a  French 
writer  or  two,  is  too  abfurd  to  require  any 
thing  to  be  laid  about  it. 


4 
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CASE  XIX. 


Young  fellow  (training  to  get  rid  of  a 


very  hard  (tool,  felt  a  fudden  pain  in 
his  left  groin,  and  upon  examination  found 
a  fwelling  extending  from  thence  into  the 
fcrotum. 

He  took  it  for  a  rupture,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  applied  to  an  advertiling  operator,  who 
after  feveral  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  re¬ 
duce  it,  put  him  on  a  trufs,  and  told  him 
it  would  (hrink  away  in  a  little  time. 

This  trufs  he  wore  for  fome  days,  when 
finding  his  pain  and  fwelling  both  increafe, 
he  applied  to  a  lurgeon  in  his  own  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  with  whom  I  faw  him. 

The  fwelling  was  large  and  had  the  feel 
of  an  omental  rupture,  the  abdominal  aper¬ 
ture  feemed  to  be  dilated  by  it,  and  the 
tefticle  was  tolerably  diltindt  below ;  his 
pain  in  an  eredt  pofture  was  great,  but  in  a 
fupine  one  very  little ;  he  had  neither  heat 
nor  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  nor  hiccough,  nor 
vomiting,  and  had  three  (tools  on  the  day 
I  faw  him. 

As  there  was  no  reafon  for  fufpedting  a 
(tridture  on  the  inteftinal  canal,  I  advifed 
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bleeding  him  freely,  and  to  try  whether 
keeping  in  bed,  and  applying  a  warm  re¬ 
laxing  pultice,  would  not  take  off  a  part  of 
the  fymptoms,  which  I  took  to  be  in  fome 
meafure  produced  by  the  inj  udicious  wear¬ 
ing  of  his  trufs. 

This  method  was  tried  for  feveral  days, 
but  without  any  beneficial  alteration ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  pain  was  greater,  the 
fwelling  larger,  and  the  fluctuation  of  the 
fluid  more  palpable. 

This  fluid  I  thought  might  poffibly  be 
collected  in  the  fac  of  an  omental  hernia, 
(a  cafe  which  I  had  more  than  once  feen) 
increafed  by  the  preffure  of  the  trufs  above, 
and  as  there  was  plainly  enough  in  quan¬ 
tity  to  render  a  punClure  perfectly  fafe,  we 
made  one  with  a  lancet,  and  let  out  fome 
ounces  of  clear  blood. 

When  the  fwelling  was  thereby  a  good 
deal  leffened,  we  felt  for  the  fpermatic 
vefiels,  but  could  feel  them  very  indif- 
tinCtly,  the  procefs  ftill  feemed  much  en¬ 
larged  and  loaded. 

Next  day  we  found  the  man  perfectly 
well  in  health,  but  the  fcrotum  fwelled, 
and  very  black  as  if  it  had  been  much 
bruifed,  and  he  had  alfo  bled  a  confiderable 

quantity 
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quantity  from  the  orifice,  which  was  not 
at  all  united,  and  upon  the  leaf!:  preflure 
made  above,  the  bleeding  increafed. 

Neither  of  us  were  at  all  fatisfied  about 
the  true  nature  of  the  cafe,  but  both  clear 
that  if  the  haemorrhage  continued,  the  part 
mud;  be  laid  open  to  restrain  it. 

For  three  or  four  days  it  continued,  and 
at  lad;  was  fo  confiderable  as  to  determine 
us  to  the  operation  immediately. 

A  probe-pointed  knife  was  introduced 
into  the  orifice  which  had  been  made  by 
the  lancet,  and  a  pretty  free  incifion  made 
therewith  ;  but  no  facculus  or  particular 
cavity  difcovered,  nothing  at  all  like  a  her¬ 
nial  fac  or  a  tunica  vaginalis  teftis  :  upon 
waihing  it  clean  and  examining  it  ftill  more 
carefully,  we  were  perfectly  fatisfied  that  it 
was  only  the  tunica  communis  of  the  iper- 
matic  vefiels,  and  that  the  blood  mu  ft  pro¬ 
ceed  from  fome  of  the  latter. 

The  hemorrhage  ftill  continued,  and 
plainly  from  a  part  which  was  higher  than  - 
our  incifion ;  we  divided  the  fkin  up  to  the 
groin,  and  found  that  all  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  procefs  was  loaded  with  extra- 
vafated  blood ;  that  the  flux  came  from  a 
part  of  it  which  was  now  in  view,  and 
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which  all  impediments  being  removed  by 
our  incificn  was  fo  plentiful  as  to  leave  lit¬ 
tle  hopes  of  flopping  it  without  caflration. 

However  we  drefted  it  up  with  lint, 
prefled  out  from  a  ftyptic,  and  intended  to 
have  left  it  till  the  next  day,  but  were  foon 
fent  for,  as  the  bleeding  became  more  pro- 
fufe,  and  the  patient  had  fwooned  thro’ 
faintnefs. 

Caflration  was  now  the  unicum  reme¬ 
dium,  it  was  performed  immediately,  the 
bleeding  thereby  ftopt,  and  the  man  did 
very  well :  the  tefticle  with  its  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis  were  perfect  and  unhurt. 


CASE  XX. 

A  Middle  aged  man  came  to  St.  Bartho- 
^  lomew’s  Hofpital  and  deflred  me  to 
look  at  a  conliderable  fwelling  in  the  groin 
and  upper  part  of  the  fcrotum,  on  the  right 
fide,  which  he  faid  came  fuddenly  by  lifting 
a  heavy  weight. 

From  the  groin  quite  down  to  the  tefticle 
the  fpermatic  procefs  was  loaded  and  en¬ 
larged,  but  I  could  not  tell  with  what ;  he 
had  no  fymptom  of  a  rupture,  and  the 

tefticle 
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tefidcle  was  much  too  free  and  diftinbt  for 
an  hydrocele  of  the  vaginal  coat. 

While  i  was  examining  it  I  perceived  fome 
blood  drop  from  an  orifice  in  the  lower 
part  of  it,  and  upon  enquiring  into  the 
realbn,  the  man  told  me  that  a  little  while 
before  he  had  had  a  punbture  made  in  it 
with  a  lancet,  for  two  or  three  days  after 
which  it  had  bled  frequently,  but  that  fince 
the  bleeding  was  ilopt,  his  fwelling  was 
returned. 

From  this  and  from  fome  other  circum- 
itances  I  concluded  the  tumor  to  be  from 
blood  lodged  in  the  cellular  membrane  of 
the  fpermatic  chord,  and  remembring  what 
trouble  I  had  experienced  in  the  preceding 
cafe,  I  perfuaded  him  to  permit  me  to  lay 
the  whole  of  it  open,  from  the  orifice  made 
by  the  lancet  quite  up  to  the  groin,  taking 
care  not  to  hurt  the  fpermatic  vefifels,  which 
were  indeed  fufficiently  guarded  by  the 
quantity  of  grumous  blood  in  the  cells  of 
the  membrane. 

When  I  had  made  all  clear  I  endeavoured 
to  find  the  breach,  but  could  not,  and  as  it 
did  not  feem  to  bleed  at  this  time,  I  drefied 
it  with  fome  lint  prefied  out  from  fpt.  vin. 
fufpended  the  fcrotum  in  a  bag  trufs,  and 
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directed  the  nurfe  to  keep  a  moderate  pref- 
fure  with  her  hand  upon  the  procefs ;  fome 
blood  was  drawn  from  his  arm,  an  opiate 
was  given  to  incline  him  to  reft,  and  he 
was  ordered  to  be  kept  extreamly  quiet. 

The  haemorrhage  never  returned,  the 
dreflings  were  never  removed  till  the  fup- 
puration  caft  them  off ,  and  in  due  time 
the  man  got  perfectly  well,  without  any 
trouble  at  all. 

To  the  different  kinds  of  hydrocele  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  fome  of  the  modern 
F rench  writers  have  added  another,  viz. 
a  collection  of  fluid  in  the  fac  of  a  true 
hernia. 

It  is  quite  unneceffary  to  take  up  the 
reader’s  time  with  an  account  of  the  man¬ 
ner  of  its  production,  as  its  title  clearly  de¬ 
fines  it ;  i  fhall  therefore  only  relate  the 
following  cafes  which  came  within  my 
own  knowledge. 

CAS  E  XXL 

A  Young  fellow  about  25  years  old,  ap- 
'*■  plied  to  me  on  account  of  a  fwelling 

of  his  fcrotum. 


It 
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It  was  large,  and  of  an  irregular  figure ; 
not  very  tenfe,  but  perfectly  indolent,  and 
accompanied  with  a  remarkable  fulnel's  of 
the  fpermatic  procefs. 

The  account  he  gave  of  himfelf  was, 
that  he  had  had  a  rupture  as  long  as  he 
could  remember,  that  he  had  on  that  ac¬ 
count  worn  a  (feel  trufs  for  many  years ; 
that  upon  taking  off  his  trufs  his  rupture 
always  came  down  immediately,  and  was 
very  eafily  returned  up  again  3  that  it  never 
had  occafioned  any  obftrudtion  in  his  ftools, 
or  given  him  any  pain  3  that  about  a  year 
ago  he  had  been  perfuaded  to  leave  off  his 
trufs,  and  to  put  on  a  bandage  made  of 
dimoty,  without  any  iron  in  it,  which  was 
buckled  very  tight  3  that  when  he  had 
worn  this  bandage  about  five  or  fix  months 
he  found  that  his  rupture  was  down,  and 
that  he  could  not  get  it  up  again  3  that  up¬ 
on  this  he  applied  to  the  perfon  of  whom 
he  had  the  bandage,  who  tried  to  reduce 
the  rupture  ineffectually,  then  telling  him 
it  would  never  do  him  any  harm,  fold  him 
another  bandage,  and  buckled  it  on  dill 
tighter  than  the  firft  3  and  that  from  the 
time  he  had  worn  this  fecond  bandage  his 

fcrotum 
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fcrotum  had  been  gradually  fwelling  with 
much  pain  and  uneaflnefs. 

From  the  feel  of  all  the  lower  part  I 
made  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  fluid  in  it, 
and  had  there  been  no  other  circumftance 
to  influence  my  judgment,  I  fhould  have 
fuppofed  it  to  have  been  an  hydrocele  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis  ;  but  the  man’s  very 
diftinct  account  of  what  had  preceded,  and 
the  appearance  and  feel  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  procefs  made  me  doubt  whether  it 
was  a  Ample  hydrocele,  or  a  hydrocele 
combined  with  a  hernia,  or  merely  water 
in  the  fac  of  an  old  omental,  rupture. 

But  whatever  might  be  the  true  nature 
of  the  cafe,  a  fluid  there  certainly  was, 
and  that  in  quantity  fufficient  to  make  a 
pundture  into  the  middle  and  anterior  part 
of  the  tumor  very  fafe ;  accordingly  1  made 
one,  and  let  out  above  a  pint  of  a  brown 
ferum ;  this  difcharge  removed  all  the 
fwelling  of  the  fcrotum,  but  made  little  or 
no  alteration  in  the  look  or  feel  of  the  pro¬ 
cefs.  I  endeavoured  to  reduce  it,  but 
found  it  impracticable,  and  therefore  di- 
flfled,  adviflng  the  man  to  let  it  alone,  to 
wear  no  bandage  of  any  kind,  and  if  at  any 

future 
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future  time  it  fhould  become  troublefome, 
defired  him  to  let  me  fee  it.  ' 

At  the  end  of  about  a  year  he  came  to 
me  again  with  his  fcrotum  as  much 
diftended  as  before,  and  plainly  containing 
a  fluid. 

As  I  had  felt  the  tefticle  very  perfectly 
after  the  difcharge  of  the  water  the  firft 
time,  and  as  there  was  no  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  tumor  in  the,procefs  was  inteflinal, 
I  advifed  him  to  have  it  laid  open,  and  by 
that  means  to  get  a  cure. 

After  a  little  conflderation  he  fubmitted ; 

I  made  an  incifion  from  the  middle  and 
anterior  part  of  the  fcrotum,  quite  up  to 
the  groin,  and  found  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  bag  which  had  contained  the  fluid,  the 
tefticle  covered  only  by  its  tunica  albuginea 
or  proper  coat ;  and  in  the  upper  part  a 
confiderable  portion  of  omentum  :  the  fu- 
perior  part  of  this  was  hardened  in  its  tex¬ 
ture,  and  fo  perfectly  adherent  to  every 
part  of  the  pafiage  from  the  bag  into  the 
abdomen,  as  abfolutely  to  preclude  the  re¬ 
turn  even  of  a  fluid,  but  below  it  was  in 
its  natural  ftate  loofe,  loft,  and  capable  of 
being  expanded. 
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AH  the  lower  or  loofe  part  I  cut  off* 
without  making  any  ligature,  or  being 
troubled  with  any  hemorrhage  ;  the  up¬ 
per  part  I  left  as  I  found  it,  then  filled  the 
incifion  with  dry  lint,  and  treated  it  as  if  it 
had  been  the  operation  for  the  radical  cure 
of  the  hydrocele  of  the  vaginal  coat. 

In  about  feven  weeks  the  man  was  per¬ 
fectly  well,  and  has  never  had  any  frefh 
collection  of  fluid,  nor  any  return  of  his 
rupture. 

ft  w 

This  was  truly  a  hydrocele  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  a 
collection  of  fluid  in  a  hernial  fac ;  for  the 
rapture  being  of  the  congenial  kind,  the 
fac  and  vaginal  tunic  were  really  the  fame. 

C  A.  S  E  XXII. 

\%J  HILE  thefe  papers  were  in  the 
'  *  prefs,  Mr.  Spray  deflred  me  to  vifit 
a  patient  with  him,  who  had  fome  of 
the  fymptcms  of  a  ftrangulated  inteftinal 
hernia. 

It  was  a  young  man  about  22  years  old, 
who  gave  the  following  account  of  himfelf : 

That 
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That  as  long  as  ever  he  could  remember 
he  had  been  fubjedt  to  a  rupture,  which 
never  came  lower  than  his  groin,  was  al¬ 
ways  eafily  put  up  with  his  hand,  and  ne¬ 
ver  given  him  any  trouble ;  that  he  had 
when  a  child  worn  a  trufs,  but  whether 
from  its  being  ill  made,  and  from  his  not 
knowing  how  to  put  it  on,  it  never  an- 
fwered  the  purpofe,  and  he  had  difufed  it 
for  feveral  years  •,  that  for  a  month  or  two 
paft,  it  had  been  constantly  down,  and  he 
could  not  as  heretofore  return  it ;  that  Still 
as  it  gave  him  no  pain,  and  was  attended 
with  no  other  inconvenience  than  a  Swel¬ 
ling  of  the  Scrotum,  he  took  no  notice  of 
it,  nor  applied  to  any  body  for  a  Sli  Stance, 
until  within  the  laft  three  days,  when  he 
had  been  affedted  with  great  pain  in  his 
belly,  a  Stoppage  of  Stools,  and  a  vomiting. 

The  Scrotum  was  much  inlarged,  bore 
the  appearance  of  a  true  hydrocele,  and 
plainly  contained  a  considerable  quantity  of 
fluid ;  but  the  upper  part  of  the  Spermatic 
procefs  was  hard,  large,  very  painful,  and 
Seemed  to  be  girt  tight  by  the  opening  in 
the  tendon  of  the  abdominal  mufcle,  which, 
added  to  the  extream  tightnefs  of  his  belly, 
his  want  of  Stools  for  three  days  paft,  his 
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anxiety,  reftlefsnefs,  vomiting,  and  begin¬ 
ning  hiccough,  determined  me  to  propofc 
the  operation  immediately. 

The  lad  eonfented,  and  I  made  an  inci- 
fion  as  ufual,  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
tumor  juft  above  the  abdominal  opening, 
quite  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  fcrotum. 

Having  carefully  divided  the  cutis  and 
common  membrane,  I  came  to  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  hernial  fac  this  I  care¬ 
fully  opened,  and  thereby  let  out  about 
half  a  pint  of  clear  limpid  water,  upon 
which  the  whole  tumor  of  the  fcrotum  im- 
mediately  fubftded,  and  my  affiftants  were 
fatisfted  that  I  had  miftaken  an  hydrocele 
for  a  hernia. 

But  though  the  whole  fwelling  of  the 
fcrotum  was  intirely  difiipated  by  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  fluid,  yet  the  tumor  and 
hardnefs  about  the  abdominal  opening  was. 
unaltered,  and  the  patient’s  pain  exactly  the 
fame. 

With  a  probe-pointed  knife  I  laid  the 
whole  fac  whence  the  water  had  proceeded 
open  through  its  whole  length,  and  found 
the  teflicle  naked  within  it,  that  is,  covered 
only  by  its  tunica  albuginea,  or  proper 

coats ;  this  frill  gave  the  difeafe  more  the 

appearance 
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appearance  of  a  hydrocele,  and. I  began  to 
think  fo  myfelf,  when  paffing  my  linger 
upward  to  examine  the  Hate  of  the  opening 
in  the  abdominal  tendon,  I  found  a  fmall 
piece  of  inteftine  engaged  in  it  and  bound 
very  tight ;  I  lengthened  my  incilion 
fo  as  to  have  a  fair  view  of  it,  and  be 
thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  true  Rate  of 
the  cafe. 

The  piece  of  inteftine  was  fmall,  a  good 
deal  darkened  in  its  colour,  and  bound  fo 
tight  by  the  tendon,  that  it  was  with  the  ut- 

rnoft  difficulty,  and  with  great  pain  to  the 
patient,  that  I  could  get  the  end  of  my  fin¬ 
ger  within  it,  in  order  to  introduce  the  probe- 
pointed  knife  for  its  divifion.  When  I  had 
accomplifhed  this,  and  made  fuch  dilatation 
as  to  be  able  to  pals  my  finger  into  the  ab¬ 
domen  with  great  eafe,  1  endeavoured  to  re¬ 
turn  the  piece  of  gut,  but  tho’  there  was  no 
obftrudtion  from  the  tendon,  yet  I  could 
not  return  the  inteftine  ;  I  drew  out  fome 
inches  of  it,  thinking  that  I  might  thereby 
get  it  in  the  eafier,  and  immediately  reduced 
with  the  utmoft  eafe  all  that  I  had  drawn 
out,  but  Hill  could  not  get  in  the  fmall  par-, 
tion  which  made  the  original  difeafe  :  at  laft: 
upon  paffing  my  finger  all  round  the  in  fide 
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of  the  dilated  opening  in  the  tendon,  I 
found  that  the  inteftine  adhered  to  the  lower 

i 

border  of  it  by  a  fmall  membranous  fila¬ 
ment,  this  I  divided,  and  the  piece  of  in¬ 
teftine  flipt  in  immediately  without  any 
farther  trouble. 

The  man  had  ftools  in  an  hour  or  two, 
and  by  being  properly  taken  care  of  very 
foon  got  well. 

This  alfo  was  a  congenial  hernia  •,  the 
fac  which  contained  the  inteftine,  the  fluid, 
and  the  tefticle,  was  really  the  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis  teftis  •,  but  had  I  been  content  with 
the  meer  divifion  of  it,  and  the  letting  out 
the  water,  and  not  proceeded  in  an  exami¬ 
nation  and  divifion  of  the  tendon,  the  man 
mull  have  died  of  the  ftridture  made  on  the 


ut. 


SECT.  IX. 


'HE  reft  of  the  falfe  Hernias,  as  they 


B  are  called,  are  the  pneumatocele, 
the  varicocele,  the  circocele,  and  the  far- 
cocele  ;  to  which  fome  have  added  the 
hydrofarcocele. 

The  fir  ft  of  thefe  is,  as  I  have  already  ob¬ 
served,  an  error,  there  is  no  hernia  pro¬ 


duced 
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.dviced  by  mere  wind;  the  two  difeafes 
which  in  new-born  children  and  infants 
are  miftaken  for  wind- ruptures,  are  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  remaining  in  the  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis  of  the  tefticle,  after  its  communication 
with  -the  belly  is  clofed,  (which  is  there¬ 
fore  a  fpecies  of  true  hydrocele ;)  and  the 
inteftinal  hernia. 

The  varicocele  is  a  dilatation  of  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  fcrotum.  Thefe  are  of  diffe¬ 
rent  ftze  in  different  people,  and  like  the 
blood  veffels  in  other  parts,  are  liable  to 
become  varicous,  but  are  feldom  fo  much 
enlarged  as  to  be  troublefome,  unlefs  they 
are  the  confequence  of  fome  diforder  of 
the  tefticle  or  fpermatic  chord  :  when  this 
is  the  cafe,  the  original  difeafe  is  what  en¬ 
gages  our  attention,  and  not  this  ftmple 
effeft  of  it  :  and  therefore  conftdered  ab- 

ftractedly,  the  varicocele  is  of  little  or  no 

\ 

importance. 

g  The  circocele  is  a  varicous  enlarge- 

O 

ment,  and  diftention  of  the  fpermatic  vein, 
and  whether  conftdered  on  account  of  the 
pain  it  fometimes  occasions,  or  a  waft¬ 
ing  of  the  glandular  part  of  the  tefticle 

M  4  which 

g  The  foft  indolent  enlargement  of  the  epididymis*  has 
by  fome  writers  been  confounded  with  this  difeafe. 
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which  fometimes  follows  it,  may  truly  be 
called  a  difeafe. 

It  is  frequently  mistaken  for  a  defcent  of 
a  final  1  portion  of  omentum  ;  the  uneafinefs 
it  produces  is  a  dull  kind  of  pain  in  the 
back,  which  is  generally  relieved  by  fuf- 
pending  the  fcrotum  in  a  bag;  in  books 
are  to  be  found  prefcriptions  for  the  1  even¬ 
ing  of  the  diftended  veins,  but  I  never  faw 
any  effect  from  any  external  application 
whatever. 

In  general  the  tefticle  is  perfectly  uncon¬ 
cerned,  and  unaffected  by  it ;  but  fome¬ 
times  it  happens  that  it  is  attended  with 
acute  pain,  requiring  reft  and  evacuation, 
and  after  fuch  fymptoms  have  been  re¬ 
moved,  I  have  two  or  three  times  feen  the 
tefticle  fo  wafted,  as  hardly  to  leave  a  vef- 
tige  of  its  former  ftateh. 

CASE  XXIII. 

Young  fellow  about  23,  the  fon  of  a 
tradefman  in  the  city,  being  on  a  jour¬ 
ney,  found  himfelf  one  evening  more  than 

ordinarily  tired;  and  as  loon  as  he  had  got 
to  bed  he  was  lei  zed  with  a  violent  pain  in 

his 

h  This  has  been  obferved  by  Mr.  Sharpe  alfb. 
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his  back,  which,  to  ufe  his  own  words, 
{hot  down  into  his  {tone  :  it  was  fo  great 
as  to  oblige  him  to  fend  for  fomebody  to 
bleed  him  immediately,  which  was  done 
but  without  any  relief,  nor  was  there  any 
fwelling  or  inflammation  of  the  fcrotum  or 
tefticle,  or  any  other  appearance  whereby 
to  account  for  it. 

This  pain  continued  without  remiffion  all 
the  next  day ;  he  was  again  bled,  had  a 
glyiter,  and  took  a  gentle  purge. 

On  the  third  day  toward  evening  the 
pain  totally  left  him,  and  a  fulnefs  appeared 
in  the  groin  tending  down  toward  the  tefti- 
cle.  This  made  him  fo  uneafy,  that  find¬ 
ing  the  apothecary  did  not  clearly  know 
what  it  was,  he  got  into  a  poft-chaife  and 
came  home  to  London. 

'  His  journey  brought  on  a  fin  all  return 
of  his  pain  and  rather  increafed  the  fwel¬ 
ling,  but  by  lofing  more  blood,  being  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed,  and  having  an  emollient 
pultice  applied  all  over  the  parts  with  a 
bag-trufs,  in  four  or  five  days  he  became 
eaiy,  and  all  the  tumor  difperfed,  except  a 
fmall  degree  of  fulnefs  of  the  fpermatic 
chord,  but  the  tefticle  was  fo  diminilhed  as 

'*1 
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hardly  to  be  perceptible,  and  remains  fa 
to  this  time. 

CAS  E  XXIV. 

A  N  oilier  in  Smithfield  was  by  the  fall  of 
his  horfe  thrown  over  his  head,  and 
in  falling  (truck  his  groin  againfl  the  pum¬ 
mel  of  the  laddie. 

It  gave  him  exquifite  pain,  and  he  was 
brought  immediately  to  the  hofpital,  upon 
a  fuppofition  that  he  had  burft  himfelf. 

Upon  examination  no  fwelling  appeared, 
either  of  the  tefticle  or  of  the  fpermatic 
chord,  but  the  pain  which  he  faid  was  ex¬ 
quifite,  was  confined  to  that  part  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  which  is  between  the  tefticle  and  groin. 

He  was  largely  bled,  had  a  glyfter,  and  a 
gentle  purge  ;  his  pain  continued  for  two 
days  and  then  left  him,  with  the  fpermatic 
vefiels  remarkably  varicous  :  I  did  all  that 
I  could  for  his  relief  but  to  no  purpofe,  and 
when  he  left  the  hofpital,  that  tefticle  was 
not  a  fourth  part  fo  large  as  the  other. 

I  once  alfo  faw  the  fame  effedl  from  the 
injudicious  application  of  atrufs  on  a  true- 
circocele  the  velfels  became  by  the  pref- 

fure 
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lure  inlarged  to  a  prodigious  fize,  and  the 
tefticle  Ihrunk  to  almoft  nothing. 

SECT.  X. 

cTbe  Sarcocele. 

ri^  H  E  farcocele  is  a  difeafe  of  the 
I  body  of  the  tefticle,  and  as  the  term 
implies  coniifts  in  fuch  an  alteration  made 
in  the  ftrudture  of  it,  as  produces  a  refern- 
blance  to  a  hard  fielhy  fubftance,  inftead  of 
that  fine  foft  vafcular  one  of  which  it  is 
compofed  when  in  a  found  healthy  date. 

If  this  is  a  juft  definition  of  the  difeafe, 
and  every  fuch  kind  of  alteration  made  in 
the  tefticle,  from  whatever  caufe  it  pro¬ 
ceeds  may  therefore  be  called  a  fpecies  of 
farcocele,  the  term  mu  ft  then  be  con  fid  ere  d 
as  a  general  one,  under  which  feveral  very 
different  diforders  may  be  comprehended, 
viz.  i.  That  induration  which  fometimes 
follows  inflammatory  defluxions  on  the  tef¬ 
ticle,  and  remains  long  after  the  inflam¬ 
mation  is  gone  off.  2.  The  fame  kind  of 
enlargement  from  external  violence.  3. That 
hardnefs  and  tumor  of  the  whole  body  of 
it  which  is  fometimes  a  fymptom  of  the 

hies 
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lues  venerea.  4.  The  fimple,  equal,  in¬ 
dolent  fchirrus.  And  5.  The  unequal, 
painful  one,  or  the  cancer,  each  of  which, 
if  the  appellation  is  to  be  drawn  only  from 
the  alteration  made  in  the  figure  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  parts,  may  be  called  a 
kind  of  farcocele ;  but  in  the  furgeon’s  li¬ 
mited  fenfe  of  the  word,  it  generally  means 
one  of  the  two  latter. 

k  The  antients  made  many  diftindtions  of 
this  difeafe,  according  to  the  different  kind 
of  humour  which  they  fuppofed  gave  rife 
to  it ;  but  experience  and  a  more  improved 
phytiology  have  (hewn  us  the  falfehood 
of  thefe  doctrines,  and  cqnvinced  us  that 
they  are  all  much  too  nearly  related  in  ge¬ 
neral,  that  they  differ  only  fecundum  ma- 
gis  et  minus,  and  that  they  are  very  fre¬ 
quently  convertible  into  each  other. 

The  original  caufe  of  this,  as  well  as  of 
many  other  difeafes  is,  and  perhaps  will 

always 

k  Humores  crafli  funt  duo,  pituita  et  melancholia  e  qui- 
bus  turn  fchirrlii  in  aliis  partibus,  turn  indurationes  earner 
in  teiliculis  ofiuntur. 

Tumor  hie  eft  durus,  tatlui  renitens,  indolens,  et  fi  ex- 
quifitus  fit  Ichirrhus  fenfu  caret. 

Si  a  melancholia  oriatur  color  fublividus,  fi  a  pituita  co- 
lorern  cutis  non  mutat,  fi  a  melancholia  fuper  affata  dolor 
pun&orius  et  intequalis  tumor,  hie  durus,  ibi  mollis. 

Fab.  ab  Aquapendente. 
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always  remain  out  of  the  reach  of  our 
knowledge,  nor  is  it  of  much  importance 
whether  we  ever  arrive  at  it  or  not ;  if  we 
do  but  carefully  and  accurately  obferve  the 
different  fymptoms  and  appearances  which 
in  general  attend  the  different  effedts  pro¬ 
duced  by  different  methods  of  treatment, 
we  fh all  do  all  that  is  neceffary  or  ufeful ; 
for  though  hypothecs  and  conjecture  may 
ferve  to  amufe  the  imagination,  it  is  expe¬ 
rience  only  which  can  inform  the  under- 
ftanding,  the  former  may  make  a  man  en¬ 
tertaining  to  a  few,  the  latter  will  render 
him  ufeful  to  multitudes. 

Every  fpecies  of  farcocele  confifts  prima¬ 
rily  in  an  inlargement,  induration  and  ob- 
ftrudtion  of  the  vafcular  part  of  the  tefti- 
cle  ;  but  this  alteration  is  in  different  peo¬ 
ple  attended  with  fuch  variety  of  circum- 
ftances,  as  to  produce  feveral  different  ap¬ 
pearances,  and  occafion  many  of  thofe  dif- 
tindtions  which  have  paffed  for  different 
difeafes. 

Sometimes  the  body  of  the  tefticle  tho’ 
indurated  and  inlarged  to  fome  degree,  yet 
preferves  a  perfedl  equality  of  fur  face,  and 
is  fo  little  troublefome,  that  the  patient  finds 
no  inconvenience  except  from  the  weight. 

—  This 
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T  his  is  by  fome  called  the  fimple,  in-> 
dolent  fchirrhus. 

Sometimes  the  very .  firft  appearance  of 
inlargement  is  attended  with,  pain,  and  the 
tefticle  feels  as  hard  as  marble,  but  ft  ill  is 
equal  and  fmooth,  and  does  not  feem  to 
have  any  fluid  within  it ;  fometimes  it  is 
rough  and  unequal  from  the  firft,  is  tender 
to  the  touch,  and  frequently  fubjed  to 
acute  pains,  darting  up  the  ipermatic  pro- 
cefs  into  the  loins  and  back  :  thefe  are  two 
ftates  of  what  is  called  the  malignant 
fchirrhus,  or  occult  cancer. 

Sometimes  the  fury  of  the  difeafe  brooks 
no  reftraint,  but  burfting  through  the  mem¬ 
branes  both  of  the  tefticle  and  fcrotum. 


thrufts  out  a  horrid,  ftinking,  painful  fun¬ 
gus,  attended  with  large  gleeting  and  fre¬ 
quent  haemorrhage  ;  or  efte  forms  a  deep, 
foul,  foetid  ulcer,  fubjed  to  the  fame  dif- 
charges :  this  is  the  true  cancerous  tefticle. 

Sometimes  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
water  is  collected  in  the  cavity  of  the  va¬ 
ginal  coat  of  the  difeafed  teftis,  and  pro¬ 
duces  that  mixed  appearance  which  writers 
have  called  Hydro-Sarcocele. 

Sometimes  there  is  no  fluid  in  the  vaginal 
coat,  but  a  collodion  is  formed  in  the  body 

s  of 


the  HYDR O'C ELE,  &<?.  i6g 

of  the  fchirrhus  itfelf,  broke  into  cells  con¬ 
taining  a  quantity  of  famous,  putrid  matter; 

Sometimes  the  fpermatic  chord  or  pre- 
cefs  is  perfectly  clear  from  all  appearance 
of  difeafe,  is  foft,  fmall,  and  free  from  all 
unnatural  adheiion  or  connexion,  and  lome- 
times  it  is  greatly  inlarged,  hardened,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  neighbouring  parts,  and 
truly  in  a  morbid  date. 

Sometimes  the  diforder  feems  to  be  lo¬ 
cal  or  confined  to  the  teflicle  and  its  veffels 
only,  at  lead  there  are  no  general  fyrnp- 
toms  which  indicate  the  habit  to  be  con¬ 
cerned,  as  in  the  cafe  of  fome  fchirrhi  in 
confequence  of  external  violence ;  in  others 
the  pallid  leaden  countenance,  frequent 
naufeas,  acute  pains  in  the  bowels,  obftinate 
coflivenefs,  or  purgings,  bear  ample  telli- 
mony  that  the  whole  habit  is  difeafed. 

The  progrefs  which  it  makes  is  alfo  very 
various  as  to  time,  and  very  uncertain,  be¬ 
ing  fometimes  flow  and  gradual,  fometimes 
rapid ;  fometimes  it  will  remain  as  it  were 
at  a  Hand  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and 
never  at  all  affeCt  the  fpermatic  chord  ;  in 
others  it  foon  feizes  the  procefs,  having  in 
a  fhort  time  fpoiled  the  teflicle. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  and  feveral  other  circumftanceSj, 
are  materially  neceffary  to  be  obferved,  as 
they  chara&erife  the  difeafe,  point  out  its 
particular  nature  and  difpofition,  and  Perve 
as  criteria  whereon  to  found  our  prognoftic 
concerning  the  moft  probable  events,  and 
the  beft  method  of  attempting  its  relief. 

To  this  as  well  as  to  feveral  other  dif- 
eafes,  for  want  of  a  more  diligent  enquiry 
into  the  real  and  true  nature  of  it,  and  a 
more  accurate  examination  of  the  Hate  of 
the  parts  concerned,  many  different  origins 
have  been  affigned,  all  equally  groundlefs ; 
but  the  two  which  the  greateft  part  of 
practitioners  and  writers  have  moft  gene¬ 
rally  attributed  it  to,  are  the  hernia  humo- 
ralis,  and  the  hydrocele. 

The  hernia  humoralis  is  a  defluxion  of 
the  inflammatory  kind,  is  generally  fudden, 
attended  with  great  pain,  heat,  tendernefs, 
and  moft  frequently  fever ;  during  its  ftate 
of  inflammation,  it  inlarges  the  whole 
compages  of  the  tefticle,  but  when  by 
reft,  evacuations,  and  proper  applications 
that  inflammation  is  removed,  there  is  ve¬ 
ry  feldom  either  fulnefs,  hardnefs  or  any 
other  appearance  of  difeafe  left  in  the  glan¬ 
dular  part  of  it  ;  the  epididymis  indeed 

feldom 
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ieldom  efcapes  fo  well,  that  often  remains 
enlarged  and  indurated  for  a  coniiderable 
fpace  of  time,  but  without  being  the  occa- 
lion  of  any  pain  or  inconvenience,  and 
without  producing  any  alteration  in  the 
body  of  the  tefticle  :  whereas  the  true  far- 
cocele  or  hernia  carnofa  generally  begins  in 
the  vafcular  part  of  the  tefticle,  and  affedts 
the  epididymis  only  fecondarily,  or  after  it 
has  coiifiderably  altered  and  fpoiled  the  fi¬ 
gure  and  texture  of  the  former. 

I  would  not  be  underftood  to  mean  that 
a  fchirrhous  tefticle  never  is  the  confequence 
of  a  hernia  humoralis,  or  that  a  true  far- 
cocele  never  begins  in  the  epididymis  ;  I 
think  I  have  feen  both,  but  the  cafes  are 
rare. 

’There  is  alfo  a  venereal  affedtion  of  the 
tefticle  independent  of  a  gonorrhoea,  or  of 
any  difeafe  of  the  urethra^  which  confifts  in 
'  an  equal  inlargement  and  induration  of  the 
whole  body  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  epi¬ 
didymis. 

Th  is  may  be  called  the  venereal  fa  rec¬ 
ede  ;  it  is  very  hard,  but  has  not  the  ft 0 - 
ny  hardnefs  of  the  indolent  fchirrhus,  nor 
the  inequality  or  darting  pains  of  the  ma¬ 
lignant  ;  it  is  generally  perfedtly  indolent 

N  when 
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when  not  handled,  and  gives  the  patient 
little  more  trouble  than  that  conftant  pain 
in  the  back  which  the  weight  of  it  occa- 
fions  :  there  is  in  this  cafe  feldom  any  fluid 
in  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  it  moffc  fre¬ 
quently  happens  that  there  are  other  con¬ 
comitant  fymptoms  which  charadlerife  the 
difeafe,  and  point  out  the  proper  method 
of  cure  ;  nor  did  I  ever  fee  an  inftance  of 
this  fymptom,  (when  truly  and  fimply  ve¬ 
nereal)  withftanding  a  proper  mercurial 
courfe,  but  particularly  the  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  rubbed  in  to  the  fpermatic  procefs  and 
tefticle  for  a  proper  length  of  time. 

The  quantity  of  water  which  is  fome- 
times  found  in  the  vaginal  coat  of  fchirrhous 
tefticles,  has  been  the  occalion  of  its  being 
thought  that  fuch  a  date  of  that  gland  is 
often  caufed  by  its  being  furrounded  with 
fuch  fluid  ;  a  conjecture  which  a  heedlefs 
examination  of  the  parts  feems  to  juftify, 
but  which  is  undoubtedly  falfe. 

y 

A  fchirrhous  tefticle  has  fometimes  a  con- 
flderable  quantity  of  water  in  its  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis,  but  a  Ample  hydrocele  will  never 
produce  a  difeafed  tefticle  ;  if  any  choofe  to 
call  the  former  a  fpecies  of  hydrocele  they 
may,  but  then  they  fhould  be  very  careful 
-  i  to 
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to  diftinguifh  them  from  each  other,  one 
being  an  original  difeafe,  the  other  an  acci¬ 
dental.  fymptom  only  of  a  complaint,  whofe 
feat,  fymptoms,  proper  treatment,  and  con* 
fequences,  are  very  diderent. 

The  true  Ample  hydrocele  is,  as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  at  large  obferved,  an  accumulation  of 
a  fluid  in  the  tunica  vaginalis;  which  fluid  in 
a  natural  and  healthy  date  of  thefe  parts,  is 
taken  up  by  proper  abforbent  veflels,  and 
conveyed  by  the  lymphatics  into  the  recep- 
taculum  chyli,  but  by  not  being  fo  abforbed 
is  collected  in,  and  diftends  the  cavity  of 
the  bag,  always  leaving  the  tefticle  found, 
and  unaltered,  either  in  form  or  confidence. 

When  the  tefticle  becomes  inlarged  in 
fsze  and  hardened  in  texture,  without  any 
previous  inflammation,  or  without  having 
received  any  external  violence,  fuch  alte¬ 
ration  is  called  by  the  genera]  name  fchir- 
rhus.  This;  as  I  have  already  remarked, 
is  of  different  kinds  or  degrees,  and  makes 
very  different  appearances  according  to  its 
ftate  and  kind. 

Such  difeafed  alteration  in  the  Darts 

x 

fometimes  proves  a  hindrance  to  the  ab- 
forption  of  the  fluid  exhaled  from  the  ar¬ 
teries  into  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis, 

N  2  and 
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and  produces  that  diiorder  which  is  bf 
Fabritius  ab  Aquapendente,  and  others, 
called  the  hydro-farcocele,  but  which  tho’ 
alike  in  fome  of  its  appearances  to  the  ftm- 
ple  hydrocele,  is  yet  attended  with  fo  dif¬ 
ferent  a  ftate  of  the  parts  concerned,  and 
requires  fo  different  treatment,  that  parti¬ 
cular  care  fhould  be  taken  to  diflinguiih  one 
from  the  other,  left  the  inexperienced  prac¬ 
titioner  be  led  into  a  miftake  detrimental 
to  his  patient’s  eafe  and  his  own  character, 
by  having  promifed  relief  from  that  which 
often  proves  to  be  none  at  all,  and  which 
is  fometimes  attended  with  ftill  worfe  con- 
fequences. 

In  the  true  iimple  hydrocele,  as  the 
tefticle  preferves  its  natural  flze  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  fluid  foon  becomes  large  enough  to 
conceal  it  from  the  touch,  and  the  collection 
is  made  without  any  pain  or  uneaftnefs  ; 
but  the  increafed  fize  and  hard  ftate  of  a 
fchirrhous  tefticle  renders  it  very  eafily  dif- 
tinguifliable,  through  even  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  fluid  than  will  totally  conceal 
the  former  :  befides  which,  it  is  not  often 
perfectly  indolent.  In  the  Ample  hydro¬ 
cele,  the  fluid  diftends  the  tunica  vaginalis 
fo  equally,  that  though  it  really  does  not, 

vet 
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yet  it  feems  abfolutely  to  furround  the 
tefticle,  whereas  in  the  cafe  of  a  fchirrhus, 
though  the  anterior  pert  of  the  tumor  may 
wear  the  appearance  of  a  hydrocele,  yet 
the  true  (late  of  the  enlarged  tefticle  is  al- 
ways  perceptible  in  the  hinder1.  In  the 
ftmple,  the  vaginal  coat  is  always,  and  in¬ 
variably  loofe,  and  free  from  all  attach- 

0/ 

meat  to  the  albuginea,  except  at  the  pofte- 
rior  part  where  they  make  one  continuous 
membrane  ;  whereas  in  the  hydro-farcocele 
the  water  is  often  collected  into  two  or  three 
different  cavities,  formed  by  unnatural  at¬ 
tachments  of  the  vaginal  tunic  to  the  albu¬ 
ginea,  by  which  means  the  fluctuation  is 
fometimes  lefs  palpable.  In  the  hydrocele 
the  fpermatic  procefs  is  perfectly  free  and 

N  3  final!, 

1  This  has  been  very  judicioufly  remarked  by  Le  Dran, 
Schenkius  alfo  gives  an  account  of  a  beginning  farcocele 
taken  for  a  hydrocele,  cured  by  caftration.  Upon  dividing 
the  body  of  the  difeafed  teftis  a  quantity  of  matter  was  dis¬ 
charged,  a  thing  by  no  means  uncommon,  but  which  in  this 
inftance  was  miftaken  for  femen.  The  patient  died  not  long 
after  the  wound  was  healed,  and  the  kidney  and  parts 
about  made  a  very  morbid  appearance  :  this  was  by  Schen¬ 
kius  attributed  ta  the  too  hafty  cure  of  the  fuppofed  hydro¬ 
cele,  but  was  indeed  only  another  effefl  of  the  fame  virus, 
which  had  firft  produced  the  difeafed  tefticle,  neither  was 
the  fluid  found  within  the  bodv  of  it  femen,  as  was  moft  ab~ 
furdly  fuppofed,  but  fanies  or  matter  ;  a  circumftance  very 
frequently  attending  fchirrhous  teftes* 
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fmall,  the  blood  veffels  and  vas  deferens 

y  i  • 

very  diflinguilhable,  and  no  pain  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  handling  ;  this  is  alfo  fometimes 
the  cafe  of  the  hydro-farcocele,  but  very 
often  not ;  and  I  never  faw  an  inftance  in 
which  the  weight  of  thefe  two  different 
cafes  felt  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  was  not 
very  diftinguifhable,  the  latter  being  al¬ 
ways  confiderably  heavier  than  the  former. 
Perhaps  there  are  fome  other  charafteriflics 
by  which  they  may  be  difcriminated,  which 
I  do  not  juft  now  recollebt,  but  in  this  as 
in  fome  other  parts  of  furgery,  there  is  a 
tadtus  eruditus,  which  can  only  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  attentive  practice,  and  which  no 
verbal  defcription  can  furnifh. 

Befide  the  hydro-farcocele  or  limpid 
extravafation  in  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and 
which  is  therefore  always  exterior  to  the 
tefticie,  fchirrhous  and  cancerous  teftes  are 
often  fubjedt  to  collediions  or  fluid  within 
the  body  of  them ;  fometimes  in  one  large 
cavity,  fometimes  in  feveral  fmaller  ones, 
of  very  different  nature  in  different  cafes, 
being  watry,  purulent,  famous  or  bloody™. 

It 

m  job  a  Meek’ren  has  made  a  very  true  and  judicious  re- 
vnark  regarding  this  fubjeft  ;  Fabritius  ab  Aquapendente  has 

reckoned 
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It  now  and  then  happens  that  this  inter¬ 
nal  colledion  is  combined  with  that  of  the 
vaginal  coat,  in  which  cafe  it  is  feldom 
known  until  the  tefticle  has  been  removed 
and  divided.  Sometimes  the  tunica  vagi- 
nalis  and  tefticle,  inftead  of  being  kept  fe- 
parate  by  a  fluid,  are  united  firmly  together 
and  make  one  body  ;  in  this  cafe  if  there 
is  an  internal  extravafation  in  any  quantity, 
the  fluctuation  will  be  very  perceptible, 
and  a  perfon  who  has  not  feen  much  of 
thefe  kind  of  things  may  be  led  to  imagine 
that  a  difcharge  by  means  of  an  opening 
may  procure  a  fubfidence  of  the  tumor  and 
eafe  to  the  patient,  the  very  reverie  of 
which  is  moft  frequently  the  confequence  ; 
the  quantity  of  matter  feldom  bears  any 
proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  tumor,  nor 
does  it  therefore  lefi'en  it  immediately  in 

N  4  any 

reckoned  a  collection  of  fluid  within  the  tunica  albuginea 
teftis,  among  the  kinds  of  hydrocele  which  Meek’ren  does 
not  allow  as  an  hydrocele ;  but  having  defcribed  the  true 
hydrocele  of  the  vaginal  tunic,  {peaks  of  this  as  it  really  is, 
viz.  a  confequence  of  a  difeafed  ftate  of  the  teflicle ;  his 
his  words  are,  “  Hieronym.  Fab.  ab  Aquapendente  part.  I. 
de  operat.  chirurg.  cap.  jy  Aquam  in  teftibus  congregari 
docet  earn  quse  ex  inio  ventre  eo  defluit  ;  at  error  eft  meo 
judicio  magni  anatomici,  fpatio  enim  eo  quod  efl  inter  i eft /- 
culum  et  tunicam  imo  in  fcroto  ipfo  aqua  fajpius  colligitur, 
nunquam  in  tejiibus  ipfis  niji putrefcant . 
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any  degree  equal  to  the  expectation  of  the 
unexperienced  operator  :  I  fay  immediately, 
becaufe  in  general  thefe  fchirrhi  are  fo 
little  capable  of  irritation,  that  in  a  few 
hours  after  fuch  incilion  they  are  con- 
liderably  larger  than  when  it  was  made, 
attended  with  horrid  pain,  and  not  infre¬ 
quently  they  thrufc  out  a  fungus,  which 
by  its  bleeding,  gleeting,  and  exquifite  ten- 
dernefs,  renders  the  (late  of  the  patient 
much  worfe  than  it  was  before. 


Neither  is  the  fluctuation  of  matter  in 
the  body  of  this  kind  of  difeafed  tefticle 
always  to  be  deoended  upon  :  the  touch  is 

A  ■*  x  '  - 

here  fuhject  to  great  fallacy ;  a  loofe,  un¬ 
connected,  glairy  kind  of  fubftance,  often 
produces  this  deception  :  an  opening  in  fucn 
cafe  being  made  little  or  no  difcharge  fol¬ 
lows  it,  all  the  iymptoms  of  pain  and  in¬ 
flammation  are  exafperated,  the  patient  is 
difippointed,  and  the  operator  difgraced. 

Many  of  the  writers  in  this  part  of  i ur¬ 
ge  ry,  either  not  being  practitioners,  or  la¬ 
zily  copying  each  other,  have  fallen  into  a 
fttange  obfcure  kind  of  jargon  concerning 

this  difeafe  :  and  talk  of  the  fchirrhus,  the 

) 

caro  adnata  ad  fpermatica  vafa,  the  caro 
adnata  ad  teftem,  and  the  cancer,  as  fo 

r.  <*  %  i,  v  ?  \  «  ‘  1  ‘4  *  ' 

many 
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many  different  difeafes,  requiring  different 
methods  of  treatment. 

The  flefhy  fubflance  adhering  to  the 
fpermatic  veffels  is  faid  to  be  more  benign 
than  that  which  is  found  upon  the  tefticle, 
and  to  be  capable  of  being  removed  with¬ 
out  injuring  either  the  fpermatic  veffels  or 
the  teftis  :  for  this  purpofe  they  defcribe  an 
operation  moft  horridly  coarfe  and  painful, 
but  which  1  hope  and  believe,  they  very 
feldom  pradtifed". 

The 

n  Ramex  h*ec  inter  excrefcentlas  enumerari  poteft  cum  lit 
additamentum  ex  toto  praeternaturale,-nec  illi  infant  ligna 
apoftematisj  fed  tantum  ell  caro  qu^  circa  fcrotum  aut  epi- 
didymum  generari  folet.  Andreas  a  Cruce. 

Curatio  ejus  eft  ut  incidatur  cutis  tefticulorum  et  excoria- 
tur  ufque  ad  fuperiora,  deinde  extrahe  didymum  et  tefti- 
culum,  et  libera  eos  ab  omni  parte  ex  ilia  carnofitate. 

Brunus. 

Fit  etiam  hernia  quandoque  ex  carnofitate  quadam  prae-* 
ter  naturam  nafcente  juxta  tefticulum,  et  tunc  pellicula  in- 
scifa  undique  debet  excoriari,  et  difco  operta  carnofitate  ilia, 
a  corio  exteriore  ufque  fuperius  cauterio  abfcindatur,  &c. 

Rolandus, 

Cura  ejus  non  poteft  fieri  nifi  cum  manu  pellem  exteri- 
prem  fcindendo?  et  carnem  a  tefticulis  fcarnando  ct  incar- 
natum  auferendo.  Lanfranc. 

Scinde  pellem  tefticuli  cum  raforio  ufque  ad  tefticulum, 
et  tunc  carnofitatem  quam  invenis  removeas  et  excarnes  to- 
taliter  a  tefticulo.  Gul.  e  Saliceto. 

Notandum  eft  in  hac  operatione  num  caro  concreverit  cir¬ 
ca  tunicas  an  circa  ipfbs  teftes,  numque  iirmiter  an  minus 
firme  adhaeret  partis  fubftantice. 
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1  he  extirpation  of  the  caro  adnata  ad 
teftem  is  allowed  even  by  themfelves  to  be 
very  feldom  capable  of  being  attempted 
with  any  probability  of  fuccefs  °. 

They  who  form  their  opinion  from  books 
principally,  will  be  inclined  to  think  that 
all  thefe  diftindtions  really  exift,  and  that 
the  operations  by  knives  and  cauteries  fo 
exactly  defcribed,  mu  ft  be  fometimes  ne- 
celfary,  but  never  having  feen  the  parti¬ 
cular  cafes  requiring  or  admitting  fuch 

treatment, 

Incidendum  eft  totum  fcrotum  ufque  ad  carnem  concre- 
tam,  quas  ftquidem  valenter  baud  fit  affixa  vel  fummis  digitis 
vel  manubriolo  fcalpente  a  tefte  vel  tunicis  fenfim  eft  au« 
ferenda.  Fab.  ab  Aquapend. 

Caro  item  faepiftime  tefticulis  et  eorum  tunicis  adnafcitur, 
ferofus  enim  humor  ifte  nonnunquam  acris  fatflus  venas  ca- 
pillares  membranafque  leviter  erodit ;  hinc  pars  ilia  fan- 
guinis  quae  paulatim  exfudat,  quaeque  optima  et  laudabilis 
eft  beneficio  caloris  innati  in  carneam  fubftantiam  concref- 
cit,  & c.  reliquum  vero  fanguinis  quod  ferofum  eft  paulatim 
membranas  totumque  fcrotum  adeo  extendit  ut  caro  ifta 
quae  tefticulo  adhaeret  digitis  palpari  non  poftit.  Hildanus. 

Aliquando  concrefcit  caro  circa  vafa  feminaria  aliquando 
circa  teftes.  Si  circa  teftem  concrefcat  tunc  eft  dolor  et 
pun&ura  cancerofa,  et  eft  additamentum  carnis  cancerofae. 
Si  autem  non  fit  dolorofa  caro,  nec  pungens  poterit  cu- 
rari,  Si c. 

Secandum  eft  fcrotum  et  detegenda  caro  et  a  tefte  dera~ 
denda,  vel  a  vafts,  &c.  Fallopius. 

°  In  the  fungous  excrefcence  upon  the  teftis  when  the  fame 
is  not  overgrown,  you  are  to  make  way  thereto,  which  is 
then  to  be  confumed  by  efcharotics5  or  by  the  adtual 
cautery.  Dr.  Turner. 
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treatment,  have  but  a  very  imperfect  Idea 
of  the  nature  either  of  the  cafe  or  of  the 
operation.  To  fuch  it  may  not  be  a  mils 
to  endeavour  in  few  words  to  fet  this  matter 
in  a  clearer  light,  and  to  render  it  rather 
more  intelligible. 

In  the  fhort  anatomical  defcription  of 
thefe  parts,  I  took  notice  that  the  fper- 
matic  veffels  terminate  in  the  tefticle,  and 
that  after  the  femen  has  been  fecreted 
from  the  blood,  it  patfes  from  that  gland 
into  a  body,  which  feems  fuperadded  to, 
tho’  really  continuous  with  it ;  this  body 
is  called  the  epididymis,  and  is  fo  placed 
with  regard  to  the  teftis,  that  a  heedlefs  or 
uninformed  obferver  may  eafily  fuppofe 
that  the  fpermatic  veffels  terminate  in  it, 
more  efpecially  if  it  is  enlarged  by  difeafe. 

It  takes  its  rife  from  the  tefticle  by  a 
number  of  veffels,  called  from  their  office 
vafa  efferentia,  thefe  foon  become  one  tube, 
which  being  convoluted  and  contorted  in  a 
moft  wonderful  manner,  forms  the  greateft 
part  of  the  faid  body,  and  at  laft  ceafing  to 
be  twifted,  ends  in  one  ftraight,  firm  canal 
called  the  vas  deferens,  by  which  the  femen 
is  conveyed  to  the  veficulae  fepiinales. 

Whoever 
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Whoever  will  attentively  confider  the 
epididymis  in  its  natural  pofition  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  tefticle  and  fpermatic  velTels, 
will  fee,  that  if  it  fhould  be  enlarged  be¬ 
yond  its  natural  fize,  it  will  fo  extend  it- 
felf  upward,  as  to  leem  to  be  clofely  con- 
nefted  with  them,  and  by  that  means  bear 
the  appearance  of  a  difeafed  body  fpringing 
from  them.  This  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  cafes  if  not  the  particular  one  called 
by  the  name  of  the  caro  adnata  ad  vafa 
fpermatica,  and  is  really  and  truly  nothing 
more  than  an  inlargement,  and  perhaps  an 
induration  of  the  epididymis ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  frequently  happens,  but  does 
not  imply  any  degree  of  malignity  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  habit  or  in  the  part,  and  never 
requires  fuch  a  horrid  operation  as  fome  of 
our  forefathers  have  directed  us  to  perform 
upon  it. 

The  epididymis  is  frequently  enlarged  in 
venereal  cafes,  either  feparately,  as  in  the 
remaining  fulnefs  after  a  common  hernia 
humoralis,  or  together,  with  the  tefticle 
in  that  difeafe,  which  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  call  the  venereal  farcoceie  ;  but 
in  neither  of  thefe  can  it  ever  require  ex¬ 
tirpation  or  any  other  manual  operation. 

The 
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The  fchirrhus  and  cancer  never,  or  hardly 
ever  begin  in  this  part;  they  almoft  always 
attack  the  body  of  the  teflicle  firft,  and 
tho’  the  epididymis  is  often  found  can¬ 
cerous,  yet  it  becomes  fo  fecondarily,  or  af¬ 
ter  the  teflicle  has  been  in  luch  hate  fome 
time,  fo  that  the  removal  of  it,  if  practicable, 
could  ferve  no  good  purpofe  :  it  would  not 
remove  the  difeafe,  for  that  has  beforehand 
taken  pofleffion  of  the  whole  teflis,  and  the 
cutting  off  only  a  part  of  a  cancerous  tu¬ 
mor  of  anv  kind,  is  what  no  man  who  has 
* 

the  leaf!  knowledge  of  what  he  is  about 
will  ever  think  of p. 

In  fhort  thefe  two  cafes,  which  by  the 
inattention  and  mifreprefentation  of  wri¬ 
ters  have  created  fuch  perplexity  to  many 
readers,  are  nothing  more  than  either  a  dm- 
pie  indolent  induration  and  dwelling  of  the 
epididymis,  or  a  cancerous  date  of  the 
teflicle,  attended  with  greater  or  leffer  de¬ 
gree  of  inequality  of  furface ;  the  former 
of  which  requires  no  manual  operation 
of  any  kind,  and  the  latter  will  admit  of 
none. 

The 

.  » 

p  Ambrofe  Parey  has  very  well  remarked,  “  That  if  any 
man  thinks  that  in  luch  cafe  he  may  fornewhat  eafe  the  pa¬ 
tient  by  cutting  away  fome  portion  of  this  foft  flelh,  he 
is  deceived  ;  for  a  fungus  will  grow  if  the  lead  portion  of 
it  be  left,  being  an  evil  far  worfe  than  the  former. 
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manner  of  treating  a  true  farcocele, 
depends  intirely  on  the  particular  nature 
and  hate  of  it ;  in  fome  it  will  only  admit 
of  general  palliative  remedies,  in  others 
there  is  great  probability  of  getting  totally 
rid  of  the  difeafe  by  the  extirpation  of  the 
tefticle  :  fa  that  under  the  article  of  me¬ 
thod  of  cure,  all  that  is  to  be  done  is  to 
point  out  as  clearly  and  accurately  as  the 
cafe  will  permit,  what  hates  and  fituations 
of  the  difeafe  or  of  the  patient  make  the 
operation  advifeable,  and  what  circum- 
ftances  in  either  render  it  improper  to  be 
attempted. 

The  majority  both  of  writers  and  practi¬ 
tioners  have  allowed,  that  when  the  whole 
fpermatic  procefs  is  affected  by  the  difeafe, 
that  is,  enlarged  or  indurated,  the  opera¬ 
tion  had  better  not  be  performed,  as  it 
proves  moft  frequently  unfuccefsful,  and 

generally  haftens  the  patient’s  deftrudtion q ; 

* 

m 

9  The  authority  of  M.  Le  Dran  on  this  fubjefc  may 
pofiibly  be  fulhcient  to  give  a  iludent  a  different  idea  from 
what  i  have  endeavoured  to  convey,  and  to  induce  him  to 
believe  that  there  is  little  or  no  hazard  in  callrating,  when 
the  fpermatic  chord  is  difeafed  between  the  teliiele  and 
abdominal  opening  only  ;  his  words  are,  “  Quand  le  cor¬ 
don  fpermatique  ell  devenu  maiade  jufqucs  dans  le  ventre  il 
y  a  tout  a  craindre,  parce  que  Poperatioh  n’eft  gueres 

practicable, 
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in  this  they  almoft  all  agree  ;•  but  when 
they  come  to  fpeak  of  thofe  cafes  in  which 
the  fpermatic  chord  is  not  at  all  afreCted  or 
difeafed,  and  confequently  there  is  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  operation  ariftng  from  thence, 
they  are  by  no  means  fo  clear,  or  fo  well 
agreed  concerning  the  propriety  or  neceffity 
of  performing  it. 

Some  have  given  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  while  the  tefticle  is  perfectly  indolent, 
it  is  better  to  let  it  quite  alone,  let  all  other 
circumftances  be  what  they  may  :  the  rea- 
fon  which  they  give  for  this  is,  that  altho’ 

the 

practicable,  vu  la  difficulte  ou  meme  le  danger  quil  y  a  de 
faire  la  ligature  du  cordon  beaucoup,  plus  haut  que  l’anneau 
du  mufcle  oblique.”  Thefe  words  feem  to  confine  the  ha¬ 
zard  of  operating  on  a  difeafed  chord  to  the  difeafe  being 
extended  beyond  the  aperture  in  the  abdominal  mufcle,  into 
the  cavity  of  the  belly ;  but  whoever  has  feen  much  of 
thefe  cafes  knows,  that  though  the  hazard  is  greatly  in- 
creafed,  and  the  failure  of  fuccefs  almoft  certain  in  fuch 
cafe,  vet  the  appearance  of  difeafe  in  any  part  of  the  chord 
is  fo  far  from  being  a  matter  of  no  importance,  that  it 
adds  greatly  to  the  danger,  and  if  the  operation  be  at¬ 
tempted  in  fuch  circumftances,  it  fhould  be  under  the  molt 
guarded  prognostic. 

There  are  undoubtedly  inftances  of  fuccefs  in  caftrating 
when  the  chord  has  been  in  fome  part  difeafed,  and  thefe 
few  inftances  render  the  attempt  preferable  to  defperation; 
but  it  Ihould  always  be  remembred,  that  the  number  of 
thofe  who  have  failed  greatly  exceeds  that  of  thofe  who 
have  done  well,  and  either  the  patient  or  his  friends  Ihould 
be  apprifed  of  the  hazard. 
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the  difeafe  has  plainly  taken  pofleffion  of 
the  part,  yet  while  it  is  in  this  indolent 
llate,  the  conRitution  receives  no  damage, 
nor  is  the  health  of  the  patient  impaired ; 
whereas  by  removing  the  tefiicle,  the  fame 
virus  may  feize  on  home  other  part  of  more 
eonfequence  to  life.  This  method  of  rea- 
foning  takes  for  granted,  what  appears  to 
me  to  be  not  Rribtly  and  conftantly  true, 
viz.  that  this  difeafe  is  never  perfectly  lo¬ 
cal,  and  that  a  fchirrhus  which  at  firfi  is 
indolent  and  inoffenfive,  cannot  in  time 
produce  any  mifchief  to  the  general  con- 
Ritution. 

Others  advife  to  Ray  until  it  becomes 
painful,  and  manifeftly  increaling  in  lize, 
or  in  other  words  begins  to  fhow  a  malig¬ 
nity  of  difpofition  which  it  did  not  lhow 
before :  this  neceffarily  l'uppofes  that  a 
telticle  which  is  beginning  to  alter  from  a 
quiet  Rate  to  a  painful  malign  one,  is  as  fit 
for  cafiration  as  it  was  before  fuch  altera¬ 
tion  began  and  that  the  hazard  of  the 
operation  merely,  is  too  great  to  render  it 
an  advifable  thing,  before  Inch  alteration 
in  the  part  feems  to  make  it  necefiary ; 
neither  of  which  will  I  believe  upon  ma¬ 
ture  deliberation  be  admitted  :  on  the  con¬ 
trary. 


i 
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trary,  while  a  fchirrhous  teRicle.  is  perfectly 
free  from  pain,  and  does  not  increafe  in 
fize,  we  have  reafon  to  hope  that  fome 
of  the  parts  out  of  fight  are  not  affedted 
with  the  fame  difeafe,  more  efpecially 
if  the  patient  labours  under  no  general 
iymptoms ;  but  when  from  being  indo¬ 
lent  it  becomes  uneafy,  is  attended  with 
pains  darting  up  the  procefs  into  the  back, 
and  plainly  fhows  a  difpofition  to  enlarge, 
when  the  patient  complains  of  naufea  and 
frequent  cholic,  &c.  I  am  afraid  that  we 
cannot  venture  to  pronounce  fo  abfolutely 
either  concerning  the  parts  within  or  the 
event  of  caRration,  even  tho’  the  fperrnatic 
chord  fhould  fhew  no  mark  of  difeafe;  and 
with  regard  to  the  hazard  of  the  mere  ope¬ 
ration,  tho’  no  man  will  pretend  to  fay 
that  it  is  totally  void  of  it,  yet  it  is  one  of 
thofe  which  feldom  mil'carry,  that  is  prove 
fatal,  efpecially  if  done  in  time,  and  while 
the  parts  are  free  and  in  an  apparently 
found  Rate. 

I  have  feen  feveral  people  remain  per-” 
fedtly  well  for  years  after  the  removal  of 
fchirrhous  teRicles  while  they  were  in  a 
perfectly  indolent  Rate,  and  I  have  leen 
feveral  mifcarry  who  have  Raid  till  they 

O  were 
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were  urged  by  pain  and  a  manifeft  increale. 
of  the  tumor ;  that  is,  in  the  latter  the 
virus-  has  fallen  upon  fome  other  part  (ge¬ 
nerally  an  internal  one)  and  produced  fa¬ 
tal  mifchief,  or  the  fame  difpofition  of 
blood  has  produced  a  cancerous  fore  or  a 
cancerous  fungus  in  the  groin. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  that  the  fame  has 
not  happened  after  the  extirpation  of  a  tefti- 
cle  circumftanced  in  the  beft  manner,  I  cer¬ 
tainly  have  feen  it  more  than  once,  but  not 
near  fo  often  as  when  the  operation  has  been 
deferred  till  the  fymptoms  were  become 
more  troublefome.  Indeed  were  we  capa¬ 
ble  of  knowing  with  any  tolerable  degree 
of  certainty  which  were  thofe  fchirrhi  that 
would  remain  inofFeniive  through  life,  or 
for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  which 
would  not,  we  fhould  then  be  able  to  dif- 
fuade,  or  advile  the  operation  on  much 
better  grounds  than  we  can  now  venture 
to  do  ;  but  we  have  no  fuch  degree  of 
knowledge:  all  our  judgment  is  formed 
upon  experience  merely,  and  that  in  thefe 
kind  of  cafes  is  more  fallacious  than  in 
many  others. 

Upon 
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1  Upon  the  whole,  though  there  are  a  few 
people  fo  happy  as  to  carry  fchirrhous  tefti- 

O  2  cles 

r  Schirrhous  and  indolent  cancerous  tumors  are  found  in 
many  parts  of  the  body  as  well  as  the  teflicle,  and  in  all 
others  as  well  as  in  that  bear  different  characters,  that  is, 
fhow  a  greater  or  lefs  difpofition  to  malignity,  remaining 
fometimes  of  fmall  fize  and  eafy  for  many  years,  and  fome- 
times  increafmg  fait,  and  producing  excruciating  pain 
with  all  its  necelfary  conferences. 

Of  all  the  fpecies  of  this  kind  of  difeafe,  thofe  which 
follow  upon  fome  external  violence  being  offered  to  the 
part,  fuch  as  blow,  bruife,  &c.  are  thought  and  faid  to  be 
the  bed,  therefore  great  regard  has  always  been  paid  to 
this  diffinCtion  by  writers,  and  great  hopes  conceived  from 
this  circumfiance  by  the  generality  of  thofe  affected  :  I  with 
I  could  fay  that  fuch  hopes  were  as  well  founded  as  they 
are  thought  to  be,  I  mean  that  experience  always  vindicated 
them. 

The  difeafe  feizing  a  part  which  has  previoufly  fuflained 
an  injury  from  without  is  a  very  favourable  circumfiance, 
but  it  does  by  no  means  neceffarily  follow  from  thence,  that 
the  conflitution  is  certainly  free  from  taint;  it  is  a  preemp¬ 
tion  but  not  a  proof ;  and  this  prefumption  becomes  more 
reafonable  if  the  difeafed  date  of  the  part  follows  foon,  than 
if  it  appears  at  a  great  difiance  of  time  from  the  accident. 
No  man  will  pretend  to  fay  that  fuch  inifchief  has  not  been 
done  by  outward  violence,  that  cancerous  diford ers  have 
not  followed  in  the  part  fo  injured,  in  perfons  who  before 
fuch  accident  never  had  any  appearance  of  this  diforder, 
and  who,  very  poffiblv,  might  have  lived  many  years,  or 
even  their  whole  life,  without  fhowing  it  in  fuch  manner 
or  under  fuch  form ;  but  that  previous  to  fuch  mifchief 
there  certainly  was  no  cancerous  malignity  in  the  habit,  is 

an  inference  which  cannot  be  admitted. 

'  ^ 

What  diforders  of  the  joints  do  we  not  fometimes  fee  pro¬ 
duced  by  very  flight  injuries  done  to  them  ?  diforders 

which 
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cles  through  many  years  of  their  life,  with- 
out  pain  or  trouble,  yet  the  number  of 

thofe 

which  are  clearly  and  plainly  fcrophulous,  and  which, 
would  not  have  appeared  at  that  time  or  in  that  part,  had. 
it  not  been  forfuch  accident;  but  furely  no  mm  will  from; 
thence  conclude,  that  the  patient  had  no  fcrophulous* 
taint  in  his  blood  previous  to  fuch  drain,  b'ruife,  &c.. 
How  many  internal  parts  are  there  for  this  difeafe  as  well 
as  home  others  to  make  its  attack  upon,  but  which  by  be¬ 
ing  out  of  fight  and  not  obje&rs  of  furgery  are  not  known, 
and  pafs  either  for  ether  difeafes,  or  the  fymptoms  of  other 
difeaies  r  what  tumors  of  the  lumbal  glands  and  mefentery,, 
what  obdruftions  in  all  parts  of  the  contents  both  of  the 
abdomen  and  thorax,  do  we  not  find  upon  examining  the. 
dead,  whole  disorders  were  very  little  underdood  while 
the  patients  were  living,  but  whofe  prevailing  indifpodtion,, 
whole  natural  dyfciada,  would  have  moll  probably  diewm 
itfelf  in  Tome  more  viiible  part,  if  fuch  part  had  differed, 
confiderably  from  external  violence  ? 

All  that  we  from  experience  know,  and  therefore  ought, 
honedly  to  fay  upon  this  oecadon  is,  that  it  has  very  often, 
happened,  that  when  that  kind  of  diforder  which  pro¬ 
duces  fchirrhous  and  cancerous  tumors  has  been  brought 
into  adlion  by  external  injury,  (whether  in  the  bread,  teliicle*. 
or  whatever  part,  it  matters  not)  or,  having  feized  fuch  part 
without  any  preceding  violence  being  offered  to  it,  and  oc- 
fioned  a  fixed  but  indolent  kind  of  fvvelling,  which  either 
remained  a  long  time  of  one  fize,  or  if  it  did  increafe,  rn- 
creafed  very  dowly,  and  gave  the  patient  but  little  unea- 
finefs,  if  fuch  tumor  has  been  fo  fituated  that  it  could  fafelv. 
be  extirpated,  or  the  part  rendered  difeafed  by  it  could  be 
totally  removed,  fuch  removal  or  extirpation  has  very  often 
cured  the  prefent  evil,  and  the  patient  has  remained  appa<* 
rently  free  from  any  thing  of  like  fort  during  the  red  of  his 
©r  her  life* 


/ 
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thofe  in  whom  time,  change  of  conflitu- 
tion,  accidental  external  injury,  &c.  do 

O  3  not 

This  is  true,  and  therefore  may  very  fafely  be  afierted  ; 
this  is  and  ever  will  be  a  fufficient  reafon  for  preffing  fueh 
operation,  when  all  the  other  circumftances  are  favourable,; 
the  keeping  well  after  it  being  by  no  means  impoffible,  and 
the  chance  of  the  fchirrhus  always  remaining  in  its  indolent, 
inoifenfive  hate,  being  very  improbable. 

But  whoever  boldly  fays  that  fuch  extirpation  will  al¬ 
ways  and  certainly  cure  the  difeafe,  is  very  unexperienced* 
or  is  wilfully  guilty  of  a  deception  ;  the  two  dilbinguilhing 
charadleriftics  of  a  quack,  who  always  pro  miles  what  he 
either  does  not  know  or  does  not  believe. 

When  a  fchirrhus  or  cancer  is  favourably  clrctimlianced, 
and  conveniently  fituated,  extirpation  is  indeed  the  only  re¬ 
medy,  and  that  method  by  Which  fuch  extirpation  can  be 
mod  fafely,  certainly,  and  expeditiouily  executed,  is  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt  the  bell. 

The  two  m  ufe  are  the  knife  and  cauflic,  the  former  in 
the  hand  of  a  fnrgeon,  who  is  an  anatomifl,  has  every  ad¬ 
vantage  that  can  be  fuppofed  or  defired  ;  it  gives  lels  pain, 
is  more  fecure,  and  more  expeditious*  but  imprelfes  on  the 
patient  the  appreheniion  of  an  operation,  and  the  terror  of 
an  hemorrhage. 

The  ufe  of  cauftics  is  infinitely  more  painful  becaufe  it  is 
of  longer  duration,  and  often  requires  repetition  ;  it  is  lets 
manageable,  and  confequently  lefs  fecure,  and  the  great 
length  of  time  which  the  feparation  of  the  parts  generally 
requires,  renders  this  method  very  tedious.  But  it  is  at¬ 
tended  with  two  circumllances  which  have  greatly  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  fupport  of  cancer-quackery  ;  one  is,  that  it 
fpares  the  patient  the  horror  of  an  operation,  which  tho"9 
infinitely  lefs  painful  than  the  effedt  of  the  cauflic,  is  not  be^ 
lieved  to  be  fo,  efpecially  by  timorous  people ;  the  other 
is,  that  the  ragged  appearance  which  the  bottom  and  fides  of 
She  part  make  after  having  been  removed  by  fuch  applica¬ 
tion 
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not  make  fuch  an  alteration  in  this  difeafe 
as  to  render  the  removal  of  it  lefs  likely 

to 

tion  is  fo  unlike  to  thefmoothnefsof  that  which  has  been  cut 
out,  that  ignorant  people  are  eafily  induced  to  believe,  what 
the  defigning  tell  them,  viz.  that  the  medicine  has  taken 
out  their  difeafe  by  the  roots,  and  that  the  ragged  parts 
which  they  fee  are  fuch  roots. 

It  is  amazing  what  weight  this  Angle  circumflance 
has  with  many,  and  even  with  fome  fen  Able  people,  few  of 
whom  can  be  perfuaded  to  believe  what  is  as  true  as  any 
propoAtion  in  Euclid,  viz.  that  a  cauAic  of  equal  ftrength 
applied  on  any  glandular  part  of  any  perfon,  will  always 
produce  exactly  the  fame  effeft  and  appearance  as  what  in 
this  cafe  paffes  for  the  roots  of  the  difeafe. 

When  nurfes  and  empirics  talk  of  the  fibrous-like  roots  of 
a  cancer,  and  of  cancerous  fermentations,  it  is  excufable ; 
the  ignorance  of  the  one  and  the  trade  of  the  other  make 
itfo  ;  but  when  they  who  pretend  to  fome  kind  of  medical 
knowledge  ufe  this  fort  of  language,  we  cannot  help  blufh- 
ing  either  for  their  ignorance  or  their  diAngenuoufnefs. 

If  either  the  Atuation  of  the  part  to  be  removed  or  the 
fears  of  the  patient  render  the  ufe  of  efcharotics  neceAary  or 
preferable,  we  are  and  have  for  ages  been  in  pofleflion  of 
fuch  as  are  full  equal  in  force  to  any  of  thofe  which  have  at 
anytime  been  deemed  fpeciAc,  and  moft  probably  compofed 
of  the  fame  materials  ;  but  it  is  in  this  as  in  the  attempts  to¬ 
ward  the  radical  cure  for  ruptures,  and  in  fome  other  parts  of 
furgery.,  we  are  cenfured  where  we  ought  to  be  applauded, 
and  blamed  for  thofe  very  things  from  whence  we  ought  to 
deriye  praife ;  we  have  diluted  certain  methods  and  proceAes 
(thos  nccefTarily  lucrative)  becaule  we  found  them  upon 
experience  to  be  painful,  hazardous,  and  moil  frequently 
ineffectual,  and  thefe  very  methods,  deftructive  and  fal¬ 
lible  as  they  are,  have  given  credit  and  honour  to  thofe  who 
have  had  ignorance  and  inhumanity  enough  to  revive  them. 
We  are  not  vet  fo  happy  as  to  he  p  oil  died  of  any  medicine 
1  '  which 
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to  be  attended  with  fuccefs  than  it  would 
have  been  at  firfl,  is  fo  frhall,  that  I 
think  early  caftration  when  the  difeafe  is 
fairly  formed  and  charafterifed,  may  be 
recommended  and  pradtifed  by  every  ho¬ 
ned;  and  judicious  furgeon.  Indeed  the 
circumstances  of  frequent  pain,  and  mani- 

O  4  felt 


which  will  cure  a  cancerous  habit,  we  do  not  pretend  to  it, 
when  the  confutation  is  infeded  neither  our  knives  nor  our 
cauftics  will  avail,  they  can  only  remove  or  dedroy  the  lo¬ 
cal  mifchief ;  but  will  not  relieve  the  general  one  in  the  con- 
ditution.  Whoever  fays  otbenvife,  lays  what  is  not  true, 
and  whoeyer  believes  otherwife  is  impofed  upon ;  when  the 
habit  is  concerned,  as  it  too  frequently  is,  it  mud  be  an  in¬ 
ternal  remedy  that  proves  a  fpecific,  whenever  we  are  lo 
happy  to  be  bleded  with  the  difcovery  :  the  fuppolition 
that  a  fpecific  efcharotic  which  by  dedroying  the  part  to 
which  it  is  applied  can  remove  the  difeafe  from  the  general 
habit,  and  prevent  its  feizing  on  another,  is  an  abfurditv, 
which  one  would  fuppofe  was  too  great  even  for  the  mod 
credulous  believer  to  fwallow,  All  that  our  indruments  or 
applications  can  do  is,  as  I  have  already  faid,  to  extirpate 
the  local  mifchief,  their  power  goes  no  farther,  but  it  fome- 
times  happens  that  after  fucli  part  has  been  cut  oft  or  de- 
ftroyed,  a  favourable  turn  in  a  conditution,  the  arrival 
of  puberty,  the  removal  of  long  obdruded  evacuations,  ef- 
pecially  uterine  ones,  &c.  diall  redore  the  patient  to  a  ou¬ 
ter  date  of  health,  and  prevent  any  new  appearance  of  the 
difeafe,  at  lead  for  a  time. 

In  this  cafe,  if  the  extirpation  was  made  by  an  external 
application  and  not  by  an  immanent,  fuch  application  is 
thought  to  have  wrought  the  cure,  and  has  all  the  credit 
of  doing  what  it  really  had  no  ihare  in,  confidered  as  a  fpe¬ 
cific,  and  what  it  never  can  do  -again,  ibut  in  the  like-acci¬ 
dental  circ  u  m  dances . 
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left  increafe  of  fize,  are  by  fome  looked 
upon  as  fuch  marks  of  a  malignant  difpo- 
fition  in  the  habit,  that  they  reckom  them 
among  the  diffualives  from  the  operation, 
even  tho’  the  fpermatic  vefTels  are  free,  and 
of  a  natural  fize,  Thefe  gentlemen  I 
think  carry  their  fears  and  apprehenfions 
much  too  far ;  pain  and  a  quick  increafe 
of  fize  are,  as  I  juft  now  obferved,  no  fa¬ 
vourable  fymptoms,  they  fhew  a  difpofition 
to  mifchitf,  but  are  not  quite  fuch  pofitive 
proofs  of  a  cancerous  habit  as  to  render 
all  hopes  from  the  removal  of  the  difeafed 
parts  vain,  there  have  been  inilances  to  the 
contrary,  and  tho’  no  honed:  man  will  pre¬ 
tend  to  promife  fuccefs  even  in  the  moft 
favourable  of  thefe  cafes,  yet  thofe  which 
have  not  been  quite  fo  promifing,  even 
thofe  in  which  the  fpermatic  procefs  has 
been  plainly  difeafed,  have  fucceeded  often 
enough  to  make  the  chance  of  a  cure  by 
the  operation,  preferable  to  the  certain  mi- 
fcry  which  mull  attend  the  not  fubmitting 
to  it.  In  fiiort,  this  is  a  part  of  furgery  in 
which  the  words  of  Hippocrates  “  Experi- 
entia  faliax  judicium  difficile”  are  fo  often 
verified,  there  is  fo  much  uncertainty  with 
regard  to  the  event,  and  fo  much  depends 

upon 
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upon  the  conftitution  and  habit  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  after  the  part  is  removed,  that  tho’  a 
praditioner  is  vindicable  in  preffing  what  he 
has  mod;  often  feen  to  fucceed,  yet  he  mud; 
always  take  care  to  make  fuch  a  prognoftic 
as  not  to  differ  by  a  failure  of  fuccefs  j  that 
is,  he  mud  not  promife  too  much. 

But  if  there  is  fome  difference  among 
praditioners  concerning  the  fitnefs  of  the 
operation  in  fome  of  the  perfons  and  cir- 
cumftances  above  mentioned,  they  are  all 
perfedly  agreed  in  its  unfitnefs  in  fome 
others,  fuch  are 5  all  thofe  in  whom  the  fper- 
matic  procefs  is  inlarged  or  indurated  quite 
up  to  the  belly  they  whofe  fallow  com¬ 
plexion,  wan  countenance,  want  of  fleth,  and 
frequent  hedic  fever,  indicate  a  thoroughly 
bad  or  cachedic  habit ;  they  whofe  frequent 

cholic 

8  Among  fome  of  the  modern  French  writers  will  be 
found  hifiories  of  cafes  in  which  caftration  has  been  per¬ 
formed  upon  a  difeafed  fpermatic  chord  even  within  the 
belly,  and  directions  to  divide  the  tendinous  aperture  of  the 
abdominal  mufcle  in  order  to  trace  and  try  the  procefs  within 
the  cavity,  but  this  operation  muft  be  placed  among  many 
others  which  make  a  figure  in  books  only;  or  if  ever  they 
are  performed,  ferve  to  prove  the  rafhnefs  and  infertility 
of  the  operator,  much  more  than  his  humanity  or  his 
judgment. 

The  fymptoms,  and  the  event  of  the  very  cafes  which 
have  been  produced  in  its  defence,  are  the  ftroneeil  diffua- 

O 

fives  from  making  the  attempt. 
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cholic  pains  fhew  that  the  cancerous  virus 
makes  its  attacks  on  fome  of  the  internal 
parts ;  they  who  have  the  misfortune  to 
have  fchirrhous  or  cancerous  tumors  in 
other  parts ;  and  they  whole  habits  are 
quite  fpoiled  by  intemperance  and  de¬ 
bauchery.  In  thefe,  as  fuccefs  cannot  rea- 
fonably  be  expected,  no  attempts  Ihould 
be  made,  unlefs  at  the  patient’s  own  re- 
quelf,  after  he  has  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  hazard,  left  thofe  means  Ihould 
be  thereby  brought  into  difgrace,  which 
might  be  ferviceable  to  others  :  where  no 

O 

good  is  to  be  expected,  there  is  no  autho¬ 
rity  for  doing  any  thing;  a  reafonable 
profpedt  of  fuccefs  will  vindicate  even  the 
boldeft  attempt,  but  without  fuch  profpecft 
'the  moft  dexterous  operation  is  but  a  more 
ingenious  way  of  tormenting. 

The  operation  of  caftration  is  fo  limple, 
and  fo  well  defcribed  in  all  the  common 
modern  books,  that  I  will  not  take  up  the 
readers  time  with  relating  it,  and  lhall 
only  add  a  few  of  fuch  cafes  as  have  fallen 
within  mine  own  knowledge,  and  which 
I  think  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  what  has 
already  been  faid. 
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CASE  XXV. 

A  Young  man  about  24,  fhewcd  me  a 
tefticle  which  was  confiderably  en¬ 
larged  through  its  whole  dimenlions,  and 
was  plainly  and  clearly  a  fchirrhus  of  the 
moil  benign  kind  :  it  was  equal  in  its  fur- 
face,  perfectly  indolent,  and  gave  him  no 
trouble  but  from  its  weight,  the  Ipermatic 
chord  was  perfectly  free  and  of  its  natural 
hze,  and  by  fupporting  it  with  a  bag-trufs 
he  had  for  fome  time  avoided  all  inconve- 
niencies  from  it ;  but  for  about  a  month 
paft  he  found  that  it  vifibly  increafed  and 
was  rather  uneafy. 

The  patient  was  young  and  healthy,  the 
difeafe,  though  not  attended  with  any  ma¬ 
lignant  or  alarming  circumstances,  yet  fairly 
charadterifed  as  a  fchirrhus,  and  from  its 
late  increafe  not  likely  to  hand  ftill ;  I 
therefore  advifed  extirpation,  to  which  af¬ 
ter  a  few  days  consideration  he  confented, 
the  operation  was  performed,  and  he  has 
enjoyed  a  very  good  hate  of  health  without 
any  complaint  for  fome  years  Since. 


CASE 


198  Practical  Remarks  on 


CASE  XXVI, 


Man  about  40,  the  fon  of  one  of  the 


fillers  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital, 
came  hither  from  North  America  for  relief 
in  the  cafe  of  a  fchirrhous  tefticle,  which 
was  perfectly  indolent,  with  a  found  unaf¬ 
fected  fpermatic  proeefs,  but  large  and  very 
hard ;  it  had  been  vilibly  increafing  in  fize 
for  a  year  part,  though  it  gave  him  no 
great  trouble  while  fufpended  ;  the  pain  in 
his  back  was  great  when  he  took  off  his 
bag-trufs,  nor  could  he  profecute  his  bu- 
finefs  without  finding  it  at  times  very 
uneaiy. 

I  made  no  fcruple  of  advifing  him  to 
have  it  removed,  which  he  fubmitted  to, 
foon  got  well,  and  has  remained  fo  ever 
fince. 

Thefe  two  cafes  were  of  fuch  kind  as 
moft  frequently  do  well,  and  therefore  tho’ 

I  could  produce  feveral  of  the  fame  fort,  I 
think  it  needlefs,  fince  they  would  only 
tend  to  prove  the  fame  thing,  viz.  that 
when  the  habit  is  good,  the  difeafe  appa¬ 
rently  local,  the  fchirrhus  fmooth  and  in¬ 


dolent. 
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dolent,  and  the  chord  free,  early  extirpa¬ 
tion  is  the  mod:  likely  means  of  cure,  does 
very  often  fucceed,  and  may  fafely  and 
judiciouily  he  propofed  and  pradtifed  ;  on 
the  contrary  much  or  frequent  pain  in  the 
part,  quick  increafe  of  fize,  an  indurated 
Ibermatic  procefs,  a  difeafed  or  much  debi- 
litated  habit,  frequent  cholic  pains,  fchir- 
rhous  or  cancerous  tumors,  or  obdrudtions 
in  other  parts,  often  portend  mifchief  be¬ 
yond  our  art  to  relieve,  and  are  good  rea- 
fons  for  being  doubtful  of  fuccefs,  and  wa¬ 
ry  in  undertaking  the  cure  of  fuch  cafes. 

Such  as  by  being  favourably  circum- 
danced,  and  taken  care  of  in  time  termi¬ 
nate  fortunately,  have  nothing  in  them  par¬ 
ticularly  worth  noting ;  but  thofe  which  by 
being  too  long  negledted,  irritated  by  im¬ 
proper  treatment,  operated  upon  in  impro¬ 
per  circumdances,,  thofe  whofe  alterations 
are  quick,  or  which  fhow  a  malignity  of 
difpofition  and  are  painful  from  the  fird, 
are  extreamly  well  worth  remarking  both 
in  their  progrefs  and  in  their  event,  for  as 
thefe  difeafes  do  not  fall  very  frequently 
within  the  notice  of  every  practitioner,  they 
ought  to  be  put  upon  their  guard  againd 

4  hadily 
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haflily  undertaking,  or  expe&ing  orpro- 
mifing  too  much  in  the  condudt  of  this 
very  terrible,  and  very  fallacious  difeafe. 

»  .  •  i  v.  .i x  4...  ,  .>.*  X  J  J  '  •  v. 

CASE  XXVII. 

Man  about  47  years  old,  who  had  for 
three  or  four  years  been  troubled 
with  a  fchirrhous  tefticle  of  the  indolent 
kind  but  had  refufed  the  advice  which  had 
frequently  been  given  him  to  part  with  it 
while  the  chord  was  free  from  difeafe,  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  for  advice  •,  his  Hate  was  a  very 
onpromiiing  one,  the  tefticle  was  large, 
unequal,  very  troublefome  from  its  weight, 
and  near  one  half  of  the  fpermatic  procefs 
was  much  inlarged  and  confiderably  hard¬ 
ened  •,  he  had  all  the  appearances  of  bad 
health  in  general,  and  was  not  abfolutely 
free  from  fuch  diforder  in  his  bowels  as 
might  mod;  probably  be  attributed  to  the 
cancerous  virus. 

The  gentleman  whofe  patient  he  was, 
came  with  him  to  me,  and  gave  me  an  ac¬ 
count  of  what  had  been  done  for  him  for 
a  year  or  two  pad. 

j  3  4 
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The  cafe  was  bad,  there  appeared  no 
chance  -of  relief  but  from  caftration,  the 
ftate  of  the  fpermatic  procefs  rendered  that 
chance  very  fmall,  and  yet  the  improba¬ 
bility  of  the  difeafe  remaining  in  its  prefent 
ftate  was  fo  great,  that  even  that  fmall 
chance  was  worth  embracing  j  his  general 
health  was  certainly  much  impaired,  and 
moft  probably  from  the  cancerous  virus, 
but  neither  would  this  be  mended  by  time 
or  medicine,  while  the  local  difeafe  re¬ 
mained  :  in  fhort  having  apprifed  him  of 
all  the  circumftances,  and  acquainted  him 
with  the  great  uncertainty  of  the  event,  he 
chofe  to  fubmit  to  the  operation,  which 
we  performed  the  next  day.  The  ftate  of 
the  procefs  juft  admitted  of  making  the  li¬ 
gature  fairly  above  any  difeafed  part,  and 
I  made  it  as  high  as  I  could. 

No  particular  circumftances  attended  the 
cure,  the  fore  healed  in  a  very  kindly  man¬ 
ner,  and  the  patient  has  fince  that  time  en¬ 
joyed  a  good  ftate  of  health. 

In  this  cafe  the  event  was  moft  fortunate, 
and  by  me  moft  unexpected ;  in  fuch  cir¬ 
cumftances  the  operation  is  feldom  ad- 
vifeable  becaufe  feldom  fuccefsful,  how¬ 
ever 
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ever  this  may  ferve  as  one  of  a  few  in- 
fiances  to  prove,  that  where  there  is  even 
a  fmall  foundation  for  hope,  the  experiment 
of  extirpation  is  preferable  to  defperation  : 
the  patient  or  his  friends  fhould  not  in  fuch 
cafe  be  flattered  or  deceived,  but  the  un¬ 
certainty  of  the  event  being  previoufly 
made  known  to  them,  the  operation  may 
fairly  and  honeftly  be  propofed  and  prac- 
tifed,  ' 

CASE  XXVIII. 

A  Man  about  50  years  of  age,  in  appa- 

1  rent  good  health,  advifed  with  me 
concerning  a  fchirrhous  tefbicle. 

He  faid  that  he  firfl  perceived  it  about 
three  years  before,  that  it  had  never  given 
him  any  pain  till  within  the  lafl  fix  months, 
that  fince  that  he  had  had  frequent  pains 
darting  up  into  his  loins,  and  that  it  had 
increased  more  in  the  lafl  feven  or  eight 
weeks  than  in  all  the  reft  of  the  time  put 
together. 

The  fpermatic  procefs  was  perfectly  un¬ 
concerned,  free,  and  of  its  natural  fize, 
and  except  the  pain  and  late  increafe  of 
fize  there  was  no  juft  objection  to  the  ope¬ 
ration 
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ration  :  J  propofed  it  and  he  fubmitted  to 
it, 

At  the  end  of  about  feven  months  he 
was  feized  with  violent  acute  pains  all 
about  the  region  of  his  kidneys,  attended 
with  fpafmodic  cramps  in  the  mufcles  of 
refpiration,  and  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  pe- 
ripneumony,  which  in  about  a  fortnight 
killed  him.  Upon  opening  his  body  the 
glandula  renalis  was  as  big  as  a  large  Se¬ 
ville  orange  and  truly  fchirrhous,  and  no 
other  appearance  of  difeafe  in  either  the 
thorax  or  abdomen. 


CASE  XXIX, 


\  Young  man  about  24  years  old  defired 
my  opinion  concerning  a  tefticle, 
which  was  beginning  to  enlarge,  and  was 
already  become  very  hard. 

The  account  he  gave  was  as  follows. — - 
That  about  feven  or  eight  months  ago  he 
had  had  a  common  hernia  humoralis,  in 
confequence  of  a  gonorrhoea  being  fup- 
prefled  by  hard  riding ;  that  the  inflam¬ 
matory  fymptoms  were  foon  removed  by 
evacuation,  reft,  and  proper  applications, 
but  that  neither  the  tefticle  nor  epididymis 

E  had 
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had  ever  returned  to  their  natural  fize : 
that  the  furgeon  who  had  the  care  of  him 
had,  fince  the  inflammation  was  gone  off, 
given  him  a  confiderable  quantity  of  mer¬ 
curial  medicine  internally,  and  rubbed  in 
a  good  deal  of  the  ointment  externally,  fo 
much  as  to  have  made  his  mouth  at  one  time 
very  fore ;  that  he  had  alfo  taken  two  or 
three  mercurial  vomits,  but  no'  alteration 
was  thereby  made  either  in  the  confidence 
or  fize  of  the  tefficle. 

k 

It  was  perfedtly  indolent  even  upon 
handling,  and  had  a  ftony  incompreffible 
hardnefs,  but  the  fpermatic  veffels  were  in 
a  found  and  natural  fate. 

I  told  him  that  whatever  might  have 
given  rife  to  it,  I  was  well  perfuaded  that 
it  would  never  yield  to  medicine  of  any 
kind;  that  it  was  a  true  fchirrhus;  that 
though  it  was  indolent  and  quiet  now,  no 
man  would  pretend  to  fay  how  long  it 
might  remain  fo  ;  and  that  I  fhould  by  all 
means  advife  him  to  part  with  it  while  it 
was  in  its  prefent  fate,  rather  than  flay 
till  there  fhould  be  Inch  an  alteration  in  it, 
as  might  induce  him  to  think  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  when  it  might  be  too  late. 


To 
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To  this  he  would  not  agree,  and  I  faw 
no  more  of  him  for  near  four  months ;  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  called  upon  me 
again,  with  the  tefticle  conliderably  larger, 
but  Hill  indolent,  and  the  fpermatic  procefs 
quite  unaffected. 

I  repeated  my  former  advice,  and  he 
again  refufed  to  comply  with  it. 

In  about  two  months  more  he  came  to 
me  again  ;  the  tefticle  was  Hill  larger,  and 
between  it  and  the  tunica  vaginalis  a  fin  all 
quantity  of  fluid  was  very  perceptible. 

He  faid  that  he  had  fliowed  it  to  two 
other  furgeons,  both  of  whom  had  pro- 
mifed  him  much  relief,  if  not  a  cure  from 
letting  out  the  water,  which  they  faid  was 
what  made  the  fwelling,  but  that  he  would 
not  let  it  be  done  till  he  had  fpoke  with 
me. 

I  told  him  that  I  had  not  the  lead  doubt 
but  that  there  was  a  fluid,  but  that  I  ap¬ 
prehended  it  to  be  much  lefs  in  quantity 
than  he,  or  they  who  had  promifed  him  a 
cure  from  letting  it  out,  thought  it  was 3 
that  it  appeared  to  me  to  make  fo  fmall  a 
part  of  the  tumor  that  the  decreafe  of  fize 
upon  making  the  pundture  would  bear  no 
proportion  to  what  he  expe&ed  3  that  this 

P  2  water 
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water  made  no  part  of  the  original  difeafe  ~ 
that  an  opening  made  into  a  tefticle  fo  cir- 
cumftanced  might  excite  fame  very  trou- 
blefb  me  lymptoms  which  he  had  not  at 
prefen  and  that  if  he  could  fubmit  to 
have  any  thing  at  all  done  to  it,  I  thought 
he  had  much  better  have  it  removed  at 
once. 

He  again  left  me  much  difiatisfied,  and. 
rather  angry,  he  thought  me  too  tenacious 
of  my  own  opinion,  and  too  regardlefs  of 
that  of  others  ;  hut  I  had  feen  fo  many  of 
thele  cafes  that  I  was  in  no  doubt  about 
what  was  right  to  be  done,  and  I  knew  the 
people  who  had  feen  him  too  well,  to  fup- 
pofe  they  would  leave  any  thing  unat¬ 
tempted  while  he  believed,  and  payed :  a 
bold  promile  of  relief  is  almoft  fure  of  gain¬ 
ing  credit  from  the,  diftrefled,  let  the  im¬ 
probability  of  performance  be  ever  fo  great 
he  very  foon.  applied  to  have  the  pun  flu  re 
made,  by  which  a  very  I'm  all  quantity  of 
bloody  ferum  was  difeharged,  and  the  fize 
of  the  tefticie  fo  little  reduced  thereby,, 
that  the  operator  would  fain  have  perfuaded 
him  to  have  permitted  a  lancet  to  have 
been  thruft  into  the  body  of  it  :  this  how¬ 
ever  lie  did  not  comply  with, 

Bein? 
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Being  vexed  at  what  had  happened,  and 
alhamed  of  the  people  he  had  trufted,  I 
faw  nothing  of  him  for  near  two  months ; 
he  then  came  tome  again  but  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  plight  from  what  I  had  ever  before 
leen  him  in ;  his  complexion  was  become 
unhealthy,  he  had  loft  flelh  conliderably, 
the  tumor  was  larger  and  unequal,  the  lper- 
matic  chord  difeafed  quite  up  to  the  groin, 
and  from  the  time  of  making  the  pundture 
he  had  hardly  ever  been  eafy. 

I  was  very  lorry  to  be  obliged  to  fay  that 
I  could  do  him  little  or  no  good  ;  that  it 
was  too  late  for  the  operation  ;  and  that  he 
muft  have  recourfe  to  gentle  evacuations, 
opiates,  and  other  palliative  remedies. 

He  now  of  courfe  fell  into  the  hands  of 


thofe  who  only  want  a  little  ready  money, 
and  having  tried  two  or  three  of  them 
without  fuccefs,  he  was  advifed  to  take  the 
eicuta,  which  he  did  for  a  confiderable 
time  and  in  large  doles  ;  but  here  as  in  all 
the  other  cafes  in  which  I  have  feen  it 


given,  it  did  nothing  at  all  towards  a  cure.. 

He  was  now  truly  in  a  mod  deplorable 
Rate,  the  tefticle  of  an  amazing  fize,  the 
fpermatic  chord  quite  up  to  the  groin  fo 
large  as  hardly  to  be  grafped  with  the 

P  3  hand, 
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hand,  and  a  prodigious  tumor  within  that 
fide  of  his  belly,  his  pain  acute  and  con- 
ftant,  his  flefh,  appetite  and  strength  quite 
gone. 

In  thefe  circumftances  fome  believer  in 
the  omnipotence  of  the  fuhlimate  folution 
put  him  into  a  courfe  of  it,  which  in  one 
refpedt  was  ol  great  ufe  to  him,  for  it  foon 
put  an  end  to  a  moil  miferable  exigence. 


CASE  XXX. 


A  Man  about  50  years  old,  (hewed  me 
a  large  difeafed  teilicle,  which  he  faid 
had  been  getting  to  that  fize  near  four  years, 
and  was  produced  as  he  thought  by  a  kick 
of  a  young  child. 

The  furgeon  who  attended  his  family, 
and  who  had  often  feen  it,  had  frequently 
perfuaded  him  to  have  it  removed,  but  he 
would  never  think  ol  it  till  urged  by  pain. 

It  was  now  large  and  unequally  hard, 
had  in  fome  parts  a  quantity  of  fluid  in  the 
vaginal  tunic,  in  others  none ;  it  was  ten¬ 
der  to  the  touch,  gave  him  great  uneafinefs 
in  his  back  from  its  weight,  and  even  when 

fu  Ip  ended 
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fufpended  had  frequent  darlings  up  the 

The  fpermatic  chord  was  perfectly  free, 
without  the  lead:  fulnefs,  but  the  frequency 
and  acutenefs  of  his  pain,  deprived  him 
of  his  natural  reft,  and  gave  him  an  un¬ 
healthy  appearance. 

I  told  him  that  he  had  certainly  mined 
the  moft  favourable  opportunity  by  not 
fubmitting  to  the  operation  while  the  tef- 
ticle  was  in  a  ftate  of  indolence  ;  and  that 
fome  of  his  prefent  circumftances  were  ra¬ 
ther  unlucky,  but  that  as  the  fpermatic 
chord  was  yet  unaffedted,  and  as  the  tefti- 
cle  was  got  into  a  painful  and  increasing 
ftate,  and  there  was  little  probability  that 
it  would  ever  again  become  eafy,  or  ceafe 
to  enlarge,  1  thought  it  was  better  to  take 
the  chance  of  the  operation,  than  run  the 
rifque  of  that  certain  mifery  which  muft 
attend  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  dileafe  if 
the  tefticle  was  not  removed. 

The  patient  confen  ted,  the  operation  was 
performed,  and  every  thing  went  on  in  a 
favourable  manner,  until  the  fore  was  re¬ 
duced  to  the  Size  of  a  Sixpence  ;  he  was 
theivfeized  with  frequent  cholic  pains  in 

his  bowels,  and  the  fore  began  to  fret,  look 

■  * 
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foul,  and  fpread  :  in  about  a  fortnight’s  time 
it  got  to  the  fize  of  the  palm  of  a  hand  ; 
bled  frequently,  gleeted  largely,  was  ex- 
treamly  offenfive,  and  very  painful,  nothing 
that  he  took  or  did  had  any  effect  on  it, 
and  having  lingered  in  a  moll  miferable 
manner  for  feveral  months  he  died. 


CASE  XXXI. 


A  Working  man  about  47,  who  had  been 
-  in  every  hofpital  in  London  for  an  in¬ 
dolent  fchirrhous  tefticle,  and  in  moll  of 

'  \  r  r  '  v  . 


them  had  been  advifed  to  part  with  it, 
came  into  St.  Bartholomew’s. 


The  tefticle  which  had  till  within  the 

t  }  ? 
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lail  month  been  fmooth  and  even,  was 
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now  become  unequal  and  painful  :  he  had 

•  •  '  i.  I 

frequent  pains  in  bis  bowels  without  llools, 
and  a  fallow  complexion,  which  was  plain¬ 
ly  the  effect  of  difeafe,  but  the  fpermaric 
chord  was  perfectly  free  and  found. 

I  told  him  that  I  thought  he  had  miffed 
the  opportunity  of  having  the  tefticle  re¬ 
moved,  and  would  have  perfuaded  him  not 


to  think  of  it  now, 
by  the  alteration. 


but  be  was  fo  alarmed 
that  he  hegg’d  to 'take 


the 


cha: 


nee  of  it  at 


a 


ft  events 
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Nothing  which  implied  any  latent  mif- 
chief  appeared  during  the  cure,  and  at  the 
end  of  about  two  months  the  man  went 
.put  well. 

In  lix  months  time  he  came  to  me  again 
with  a  pallid  face,  a  wafted  habit,  and  a 
truly  cancerous  fungus  of  conflderable  ftze 
in  his  ?roin. 

7  O 

This  was  removed,  and  foon  rofe  again, 
was  very  painful,  bled,  and  gleeted  as  ufual; 
his  pains  in  his  bowels  were  fuch  and  fo 
frequent  as  to  neceftitate  him  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  opium,  from  which  he  obtained 
the  ufual  temporary  relief,  but  in  lefs  than 
a  year  he  died. 

CASE  XXXII. 

A  Man  about  50  was  brought  into  St. 

'  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital  for  an  acci¬ 
dental  hurt,  of  which  he  foon  got  well, 
and  when  he  was  going  to  be  difcharged 
defired  Mr.  Freke  who  was  his  furgeon,  to 
look  at  one  of  his  tefticles.  It  was  large 
and  unequally  hard,  gave  him  much  pain 
at  times,  and  feemed  to  contain  a  quantity 
of  fluid  in  the  body  of  it ;  the  fpermatic 
chord  was  pretty  free  juft  at  its  paflage 

through 
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through  the  mufcle,  but  for  near  half  way 
between  that  point  and  the  teflicle  was 
difeafed  and  coniiderably  enlarged. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  prefent  exprelfed 
their  apprehenfion  that  this  Rate  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  procefs  might  render 
the  operation  fuccefdefs,  but  Mr.  Freke 
was  of  another  opinion,  and  performed  it 
immediately. 

The  velfels  of  all  that  part  of  the  pro¬ 
cefs  which  appeared  difeafed  were  knotty 
and  varicous  to  a  great  degree,  and  the 
connecting  membrane  much  thickened ; 
the  epididymis  and  tedicle  were  quite  con¬ 
founded  together,  and  in  the  body  of  the 
latter  was  a  quantity  of  bloody  fanies,  con¬ 
tained  in  two  or  three  large  cells. 

The  man  got  no  red  after  the  operation, 
the  velfels  of  the  cellular  membrane 
bled  through  all  the  drelfings,  which 
were  necelTarily  renewed  two  or  three 
times  on  that  account  s  in  a  few  hours  af¬ 
ter  cadration  he  became  very  hot  and  fe- 
verilh,  and  his  pulfe  quick  and  hard. 

The  next  day  he  bled  again,  not  from 
the  chord,  or  from  any  particular  .vefl'el, 
but  from  the  whole  divided  dartos ;  the 

fcrotum 
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fcrotum  was  fwelled  and  loaded  but  not 
much  inflamed,  his  pulfe  was  inconceivably 
rapid,  he  complained  of  acute  pain  in  his 
back,  a  burning  heat  within,  an  intolerable 
third:,  and  an  anxiety  that  was  terrible  to 
him  ;  toward  night  his  pulfe  faultered,  he 
became  ealy,  and  his  extremities  cold,  and 
early  next  morning  died. 

Upon  opening  him  all  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  which  invelopes  the  fpermatic  vef- 
fels,  and  all  that  of  the  neighbouring  parts 
was  difcoloured,  as  if  it  had  been  bruifed, 
and  all  the  cells  didended  as  if  they  had 
been  blown  up  defignedly. 

The  fame  rapid  dedruftion  I  faw  in  an¬ 
other  man  who  underwent  the  operation  in 
nearly  the  fame  date  both  of  the  fper¬ 
matic  procefs,  and  of  general  health,  and 
I  was  informed  that,  upon  opening  him 
after  death,  the  appearances  were  exactly 
flmilar  to  the  preceding. 

CASE  XXXIII. 

A  Man  about  30,  of  a  full  plethoric  ha¬ 
bit,  had  a  tumor  in  the  fpermatic  pro¬ 
cefs,  about  its  middle  ;  it  was  hard,  cir- 

cum- 
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cumfcribed,  indolent  when  not  meddled 
with,  but  painful  a  long  time  after  being 
handled,  and  the  pain  of  fuch  kind  as  to 
indicate  no  very  benign  difpofition  in  the 
tumor  if  it  fhould  accidentally  be  irritated  ; 
the  tefticle  was  perfectly  free  and  uncon¬ 
cerned. 

I  advifed  him  to  lofe  fome  blood,  and 
ufe  other  evacuations ;  to  put  on  a  fufpen- 
fory  bag,  and  thereby  take  off  all  weight 
from  the  procefs,  and  to  let  me  fee  him 
again  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight. 

I  did  not  fee  him  again  for  near  a  month ; 
he  went  from  me  to  a  rupture-dodtor  who 
put  him  on  a  trufs  and  gave  him  an  ex¬ 
ternal  application,  bidding  him  come  to 
him  again  in  a  week’s  time.  The  preffure 
of  the  bandage  joined  poflibly  to  fome  ir¬ 
ritating  quality  in  the  ointment,  made  the 
tumor  become  much  larger  and  conftantly 
painful ;  upon  which  his  Dodtor  applied 
an  adhefive  plafter,  and  after  he  had  worn 
that  a  few  days,  thruft  a  lancet  into  the 
body  of  the  fwelling  :  nothing  but  blood 
followed  the  inftrument,  he  inlarged  the 
opening,  filled  it  with  lint,  and  for  feveral 
days  following  dreffed  it  with  precipitate. 
The  man  finding  himfelf  grow  hourly 

worfe 
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worfe  came  to  me  again,  with  as  truly  can¬ 
cerous  a  fore  as  I  ever  faw,  and  the  fper- 
matic  procefs  above  fo  difeafed,  that  there 
was  no  opportunity  of  attempting  the 
operation  with  the  lead;  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs  j  neither  could  we  by  any  means  pal¬ 
liate  its  fury  after  it  had  been  fo  thoroughly 
irritated :  for  feveral  months  he  fuffered  all 
the  miferies  which  accompany  fuch  cafes, 
and  then  died,  having  a  large  hard,  difeafed 
body  within  the  belly  extending  from  the 
groin  quite  up  to  the  kidney  on  that  Ixde. 

CASE  XXXIV. 


Man  about  50  deflred  my  advice  about 
a  difeafed  tefticle,  it  was  about  the 
fize  of  a  fin  a  1 1  pomegranate,  very  hard, 
perfectly  indolent,  and  the  fpermatic  vef- 
lels  and  procefs  unaffected  by  the  difeafe. 
He  told  me  that  he  only  wanted  to  know 
whether  he  could  be  cured  of  it  without 
caftration,  which  he  was  determined  not 
to  fubmit  to. 

I  gave  him  my  opinion  very  freely  con¬ 
cerning  the  great  improbability  of  medicine 
of  any  kind  producing  any  good  effeCt  on 
the  fchirrhus*  and  was  not  forry  that  he 

had 
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had  refolved  not  to  fubmit  to  the  operation, 
there  being  fome  circumftances  in  his  ge¬ 
neral  conftitution  which  were  very  difcou- 
raging;  he  had  a  fallow,  wan,  difeafed 
countenance,  a  general  want  of  mufcular 
flefh  andfirmnefs,  and  a  very  frequent  cho¬ 
lic,  attended  fometimes  with  a  diarrhoea 
that  withstood  all  remedies,  fometimes 
with  an  obftinate  coftivenefs. 

In  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  years  he  took 
a  great  variety  of  medicines,  and  faw  a 
great  variety  of  people,  phyficians,  furgeons, 
quacks,  &c.  but  found  no  benefit,  nor  did 
the  tefiicle  fuffer  the  leail  alteration,  or  the 
procefs  ever  become  affedted. 

He  died  of  a  dyfentery,  and  when  he  was 
opened  his  mefentery  was  found  full  of  large 
hard  fchirrhous  knots,  all  the  lymphatic 
glands  about  the  receptaculum  chvli,  and 
thoracic  dudt,  remarkably  difeafed,  and  the 
the  liver  confiderably  enlarged  and  hardned, 

CASE  XXXV. 

T  Was  defired  to  vifit  a  man  whofe  tefticlc 
A  had  been  enlarged  for  near  three  years, 
but  perfectly  indolent,  and  without  any 
idFe&ion  of  the  procefs. 


About 


the  HYDROCELE,  &c.  217 

About  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  before 
I  fa w  him,  the  perfon  who  had  the  care  of 
him  fancied  that  he  felt  a  fluctuation  deep 
in  the  body  of  it,  and  taking  it  for  matter, 
plunged  a  knife  into  it ;  no  difcharge  fol¬ 
lowed  the  incifion,  but  in  a  few  days  a 
moil  horrid  fungus  thruft  itfelf  out  from  it, 
attended  with  frequent  pain,  haemorrhage, 
&c.  and  when  I  faw  it  the  procefs  was  got 
into  fuch  a  ftate,  that  nobody  who  knew 
what  they  were  about,  would  attempt  the 
operation. 

This  poor  man  did  not  long  furvive ;  the 
fymptoms  advanced  with  amazing  rapidity, 
and  in  a  very  fhort  time  put  an  end  to  a 
moil  miferable  being, 

CASE  XXXVI. 

A  Man  about  48  years  old,  who  lived  at 
1  fome  Diftance  from  London,  found 
one  of  his  tefticles  become  hard,  larger  in 
fize  than  it  ufed  to  be,  and  when  on  horfe- 
back  fomewhat  painful.  Having  been  fe- 
veral  times  clapt,  and  twice  been  confined 
with  a  hernia  humoralis,  he  thought  this 
was  of  the  fame  kind,  and  applied  to  the 

apothecary  of  the  village  where  he  lived, 

wllQ 
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who  not  being  much  accuftomed  to  fur- 
gery,  and  in  fome  degree  milled  by  the 
patient’s  own  opinion  and  account,  looked 
on  it  in  the  fame  light,  and  gave  him  fe- 
veral  dofes  of  calomel.  Thefe  not  fuc- 
ceeding  to  his  wifh,  he  confined  the  pati¬ 
ent  to  his  bed,  applied  a  pultice  to  the 
lerotum,  and  gave  him  two  or  three  vomits 
of  the  mercurius  emeticus  fiavus. 

By  this  procefs  the  man  loft  his  appetite 
and  flefti,  became  feverifh  and  got  little 
ileep,  the  tefticle  ft  ill  growing  larger  and 
harder. 

I  was  now  confulted  by  letter,  and  gave 
it  as  my  opinion  that  the  cafe  was  not  ve¬ 
nereal  ;  that  all  mercurial  medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  was  likely  to  increale  the 
velocity  of  the  circulation,  were  wrong, 
and  would  be  found  prejudicial ;  and  that 
whatever  the  true  nature  of  the  difeal'e 
might  be,  or  whatever  it  might  be  ne- 
ceftary.  to  do  hereafter,  the  point  to  be  aimed 
at  now  was  to  abate  the  fever,  to  keep 
the  body  gently  open,  and  to  get  down 
what  he  could  of  the  lighted:  and  fofteft 
nutriment,  and  recommended  the  drinking 
of  the  decod.  farfitparillas,  with  a  third  part 
of  milk  for  his  common  drink. 


In 
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In  another  letter  which  I  received  at 
about  three  weeks  diftance  from  the  former, 
my  opinion  was  afked  about  the  cicuta;  to 
which  I  anfwered;  that  in  fchirrheas  and 
cancerous  cafes  (one  of  which  I  took  this 
this  to  be)  I  had  never  feen  any  benefit  to 
arife  from  it,  though  ufed  for  a  long  time 
in  very  large  dofes*  and  in  many  people; 
but  that  on  the  other  hand,  I  had  never  feen 
it  do  any  harm,  and  therefore  had  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  its  being  ufed. 

In  about  two  months  or  a  little  more, 
I  had  another  letter,  giving  me  an  account 
that  the  cicuta  had  been  taken  freely,  and 
had  alfo  been  applied  as  a  pultice  exter¬ 
nally  j  that  in  about  a  month  from  its  firfi: 
application  the  patient’s  pains  both  in  the 
part  and  in  his  back  increafed  remarkably ; 
that  he  now  and  then  complained  of  a  fort 
of  chillinefs,  and  that  there  had  been  about 
that  time  a  palpable  fluctuation  of  a  fluid, 
pretty  near  to  the  furface ;  that  this  fluid 
had  been  let  out  with  the  point  of  a  lancet, 
and  proved  to  be  a  fmall  quantity  of  bloody 
water  ;  that  from  the  time  this  aperture 
had  been  made,  the  pain  in  the  teflicle,  as 
well  as  its  fize,  had  increafed ;  that  by  con¬ 
tinuing  the  pultice  of  cicuta*  with  the  ad- 
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dition  of  fome  Burgundy  pitch,  a  col¬ 
lection  of  matter  was  now  produced,  and 
plainly  to  be  felt  deep  in  the  body  of  it  j 
and  I  was  now  defired  to  give  my  opinion 
in  what  manner  I  would  advife  the  letting 
it  out. 

I  returned  for  anfwer,  that  it  was  not  very 
agreeable  to  give  a  pofitive  opinion  on  a 
cafe  which  one  had  never  feen,  and  there¬ 
fore  defired  that  what  I  was  going  to  fay 
might  not  be  mifconftrued,  or  applied  to 
any  other  cafe  than  what  I  took  this  to  be  : 
that  if  I  was  right  in  my  conjecture,  this  was 
a  fchirrhus,  which  was  becoming  cancerous 
apace,  and  would  in  a  very  fhort  time  Ihew 
more  of  its  malignant  difpofition  ;  that  the 
fluid  which  had  been  let  out  was  nothing 
more  than  fome  of  the  water  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis  teflis,  whofe  abforption  was  pre¬ 
vented,  and  whofe  bloody  colour  was 
produced  by  the  difeafed  date  of  the  te- 
fticle  itfelf ;  that  I  fhould  hardly  have 
advifed  the  letting  it  out  at  all,  much 
lefs  while  it  was  in  that  fmall  quantity  j 
that  the  fluid  which  was  now  felt  to 
fluctuate  deep  in  the  body  of  the  tefticle 

was  by  no  means  the  effeCt  of  of  a  kind¬ 
ly  fuppuration  (as  by  the  queftion  pro- 


4 


the  HYDROCELE,  &e,  22 1 

poled  concerning  the  manner  of  letting  it 
out  they  feemed  to  think  it)';  that  1  did 
verily  believe  they  would  find  the  quantity 
difcharged  bore  little  proportion  to  the  lize 
of  the  tumor,  and  confequently  it  would 
even  at  fir  ft  be  very  little  diminifhed  by  it 
and  that  I  did  alfo  apprehend,  that,  fo  far 
from  producing  an  alleviation  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  it  would  aggravate  them  all,  and 
render  the  difeafe  ftill  more  painful  and 
hazardous. 

To  this  I  received  a  fhort  anfwer,  ac¬ 
quainting  me  that  it  was  apprehended  I 
had  miftaken  the  cafe  ;  that  they  had  alfo 
confulted  another  perfon  in  London,  who 
from  the  account  given  of  the  freedom  of 
the  fpermatic  chord,  of  the  preceding  her¬ 
nias  humorales,  and  probably  from  fome 
mifreprefentation  of  the  appearances,  had 
adviled  the  making  an  opening  by  the 
knife,  which  had  been  done. 

I  heard  no  more  about  it  for  near 
another  month,  and  then  was  fent  for  to. 
an  inn  in  this  town,  where  I  found  the 
patient  in  a  fituation  truly  deplorable ;  the 
tefticle  was  amazingly  large,  and  one  half 
of  it  covered  by  a  prodigious  fungus, 
which  was  intolerably  painful,  gleeted 

Q_ 2  largely. 
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largely,  and  at  times  bled  profufely ;  the 
l'permatic  procefs  was  very  large  alfo,  and 
a  tumor  plainly  to  be  felt  within  the  belly, 
caufed  by  the  difeafed  ftate  of  the  feminal 
velfels  within  the  cavity  j  the  man’s  ftrength 
was  exhausted,  his  flefh  all  gone,  he  had 
not  the  lead;  appetite,  and  got  no  deep ; 
I  told  him  I  was  forry  I  could  do  him  no 
fervice,  and  in  about  a  week  or  ten  days 
after  his  arrival  in  London,  he  died. 


it 


TO  the  cafes  which  I  have  produced 
relative  to  this  difeafe,  I  might  add 
fome  more  of  like  fort,  which  I  have  either 

f  .ft  \  ' 


treated  or  feen  ;  but  am  inclined  to  believe 

■  *  .  1  '■  i  v  ‘  ' 

that  thole  already  related  will  be  found 


iufficient  to  verify,  as  much  as  this  very  un¬ 
certain  kind  of  malady  will  admit  of  veri¬ 
fication,  what  I  have  advanced  at  the  be- 

r  .  .  !  ,  i  X  .  .  1  1  *» 

ginning  of  this  fedtion,  viz.  That  when 
once  the  difeafe  is  fairly  charadterifed,  they 
have  the  beft  chance  of  permanent  relief, 
or  cure,  who  fubmit  fooneft  to  the  ex- 

V  *  i  <»  4  ,  *  i. 

tirpation  of  it ;  that  tho’  early  caftration 
does  frequently  rid  the  patient  totally  of 
his  difeafe,  yet  it  is  not  always  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon,  or  promifed ;  that  the  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  of  good  general  habit,  and  free¬ 
dom  from  other  bad  fymptoms,  inftead  of 
being  reafons  for  delaying  the  operation, 
are  really  the  ftrongeft  arguments  for  pro- 
pofing  it  1  that  a  pallid  countenance,  leai* 
habit,  frequent  cholic  pains,  &c.  are  rea¬ 
fons  for  being  doubtful  of  fuccefs,  but  do 
not  always  and  invariably  portend  the 
failure  of  it.  That  where  there  is  from 
the  ftate  of  the  parts  affedted  even  a  chance 
of  removing  the  difeafe  by  extirpation,  it 
is  preferable  to  defperation,  and  to  that 
degree  of  mifery  which  moft  frequently 
attends  the  negledt  of  it;  that  on  the 
other  hand  where  the  parts  concerned  are 
in  fuch  ftate  as  not  to  afford  a  probable 
profpedt  of  fuccefs,  an  honeft  or  a  humane 
man  will  not  think  himfelf  vindicated  in 

r  -  ■ 

making  fuch  an  attempt  as  muft  neceffarily 
add  to  the  patient’s  mifery  without  giving 
him  any  chance  of  relief. 

And— -That  when  the  tefticle  is  poffeffed 
by  a  true  fchirrhus  or  cancer,  it  ought  to  be 
clearly  extirpated  or  not  meddled  with  at 
all,  I  mean  by  way  of  operation. 


FINIS. 


